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 HistorIQly Jr.

 Atlantis

 The Island That Swallowed Itself — Or Did Plato Make It Up?

 
 A history mystery for young detectives ages 8–12

 
 HistorIQly Jr.

 


"In a single day and night of misfortune, the island of Atlantis disappeared into the depths of the sea."

 — Plato, Timaeus, c. 360 BC



Chapter 1
 A City Beneath the Waves

 What was the greatest civilisation that never existed — and why can't we stop looking for it?

 Imagine an island bigger than Libya and Asia Minor combined. An island with rings of water and rings of land, built around a hill at its centre. Temples covered in silver. Walls covered in brass. A palace at the heart of it all, surrounded by a canal so wide that warships could sail through it.


Now imagine it all gone. In a single day and a single night.



 [image: Illustration of a grand ancient island city with temples and towers sinking into churning ocean waves under a stormy sky]
 
 The destruction of Atlantis — as described by the philosopher Plato in 360 BC. A civilisation swallowed by the sea in a single day and night. But did this place ever actually exist?
 


The earth shook. The sea rose. The island that had ruled the ancient world — with its ten kings, its mighty navy, and its armies of chariots — sank beneath the waves and vanished forever.


That is the story of Atlantis.


It was first told almost 2,400 years ago by a Greek philosopher named Plato. He wrote it down in two books. He described the island in extraordinary detail — its buildings, its harbours, its people, even the colour of the stone they used.


And ever since, people have tried to find it.



 Case File Extra

 The word "Atlantis" comes from the Greek god Atlas, who was said to hold up the sky. Plato wrote that Atlas was the first king of the island. The Atlantic Ocean itself is named after the same god — so every time you say "the Atlantic," you are using a word connected to the legend of Atlantis.




Explorers have searched for Atlantis in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. They have searched for it in the Mediterranean Sea, off the coast of Africa, near the Bahamas, and even under the ice of Antarctica. Governments have funded expeditions. Scientists have published papers. Thousands of books have been written about it.


Nobody has ever found it.


Here is what makes Atlantis different from almost every other mystery in history: the entire story comes from one person. One writer. One philosopher. One man, writing 2,400 years ago in ancient Athens.


If Plato made it up, then the whole world has been searching for a place that was never real.


If he didn't — then somewhere, beneath the ocean or buried under centuries of earth, the remains of Atlantis are still waiting.


So which is it?

 

Chapter 2
 The Philosopher and the Priest

 Who was Plato — and where did he say he heard the story of Atlantis?

 In 360 BC — more than three hundred years before the Roman Empire reached its height, and nearly two thousand years before Columbus sailed to America — a philosopher sat down in Athens to write.


His name was Plato. He was about sixty-seven years old, one of the most respected thinkers in the ancient world, and he had a story to tell.



 [image: Illustration of an elderly Greek philosopher in white robes writing on a scroll in a sunlit marble courtyard in ancient Athens]
 
 Plato in Athens, around 360 BC. He wrote two books that described Atlantis in extraordinary detail. But was he recording history — or creating fiction?
 


Plato wrote two books — called Timaeus and Critias — in the form of conversations between characters. In these books, a character named Critias tells the story of Atlantis. He says he heard it from his grandfather, who heard it from a famous Athenian traveller named Solon.



 Word Unlock

 Dialogue
 A "dialogue" is a piece of writing in the form of a conversation. Plato wrote almost all of his philosophy as dialogues — characters talking to each other, debating ideas. This makes it hard to know when Plato is stating facts and when he is using a story to make a philosophical point.




Solon — who had lived about two hundred years before Plato — had supposedly visited Egypt. There, in the ancient city of Saïs, Egyptian priests told him an astonishing story. They said that nine thousand years earlier, a great island civilisation had existed beyond the Pillars of Hercules — the ancient name for the Strait of Gibraltar, where the Mediterranean Sea meets the Atlantic Ocean.


That civilisation was Atlantis.



 "In a single day and night of misfortune, the island of Atlantis disappeared into the depths of the sea."
 — Plato, Timaeus, c. 360 BC



The chain of the story looks like this: Egyptian priests told Solon. Solon told his relative Dropides. Dropides told his son, Critias the Elder. Critias the Elder told his grandson, Critias the Younger. Critias the Younger told the story in Plato's book. And Plato wrote it all down.


That is at least four retellings before it reached paper.



 Case File Extra

 Plato's student, the philosopher Aristotle, did not believe the Atlantis story at all. A later writer recorded that Aristotle said of Plato: "The man who dreamed it up, destroyed it." In other words — Plato invented Atlantis, and Plato sank it. Aristotle knew Plato personally. If anyone would know whether the story was real, it was him.




So here is the first problem. Every word we know about Atlantis comes from Plato. No other ancient writer independently describes the island. No Egyptian records of the story told to Solon have ever been found. No archaeologist has ever uncovered a document, a carving, or an inscription from any other culture that mentions an island called Atlantis.


One man. One source. One story.


But what a story it was.

 

Chapter 3
 The Island Beyond the Pillars

 What exactly did Plato describe — and why was it so convincing?

 The Atlantis that Plato described was not vague. It was not a dream. It was one of the most detailed descriptions of an ancient place ever written — and that is part of what makes it so hard to dismiss.


According to Plato, Atlantis was an island larger than Libya and Asia Minor combined. It sat in the Atlantic Ocean, just beyond the Pillars of Hercules. The god Poseidon — ruler of the sea — had created it as a home for the woman he loved, a mortal named Cleito.



 [image: Illustrated bird's-eye view of a circular island city with concentric rings of water and land, harbours, temples and bridges]
 
 Plato's description of Atlantis: concentric rings of water and land, connected by bridges and tunnels. The central island held the royal palace and a temple to Poseidon. Does this look like something a philosopher would invent — or something he was remembering?
 


Poseidon built the island in a pattern of concentric rings — alternating bands of water and land, radiating outwards from a hill at the centre. Bridges connected the rings. Tunnels let ships sail from the outer ocean all the way to the central island.



 Word Unlock

 Orichalcum
 Plato described a mysterious metal called "orichalcum" that covered the walls of Atlantis. He said it glowed with a reddish light and was considered more precious than anything except gold. Nobody today is sure exactly what orichalcum was — some think it was a type of bronze or copper alloy. Others think Plato invented it entirely.




At the centre stood a temple to Poseidon, so vast that Plato said it looked "barbaric" in its size. Its walls were covered in silver, its pinnacles in gold, and its ceiling was ivory studded with gold and orichalcum. Inside stood a golden statue of Poseidon driving six winged horses, so tall that his head nearly touched the roof.


The island had hot springs and cold springs, gardens, harbours, racetracks, and military barracks. Its army included ten thousand chariots and twelve hundred warships. Its ten kings met every fifth and sixth year to discuss laws, making judgements by the light of a sacrificial fire in the temple.


And then — everything went wrong.



 "When the divine portion began to fade away in them, and became diluted too often and too much with the mortal admixture — human nature got the upper hand."
 — Plato, Critias, c. 360 BC



The people of Atlantis grew arrogant. They became greedy. They turned from wisdom to conquest. They attacked Athens and the rest of the Mediterranean. Athens fought back and defeated them.


Then the gods punished Atlantis. Earthquakes tore the island apart. The sea rose. In a single day and a single night, the entire civilisation sank beneath the waves.


It was gone. Completely. As if it had never existed.


Plato even explained why you could not sail to the spot — the sea there was now shallow and full of mud, blocking any ship from passing.


It was an extraordinary story. Detailed, vivid, and written by one of history's greatest minds. But was it true?


For over two thousand years, most scholars said no. They believed Plato had invented Atlantis as a parable — a story with a moral lesson. The lesson was simple: even the greatest civilisation will fall if it becomes arrogant and turns away from justice.


But then, in 1882, everything changed.

 

Chapter 4
 The Man Who Made the World Believe

 Why did the world suddenly start believing in Atlantis again — after ignoring it for two thousand years?

 For most of history, Atlantis was a footnote. Scholars read Plato's story, shrugged, and moved on. It was a fable. A teaching tool. Nobody was mounting expeditions to find it.


Then came Ignatius Donnelly.



 [image: Illustration of a Victorian-era man with sideburns at a cluttered desk covered in maps and ancient books, writing by lamplight]
 
 Ignatius Donnelly — a U.S. congressman from Minnesota — spent years compiling evidence that Atlantis was real. His 1882 book became one of the bestselling non-fiction works of the century. But how good was his evidence?
 


Donnelly was born in Philadelphia in 1831. He became a politician, eventually serving as a United States congressman from Minnesota. But his real passion was not politics — it was ancient mysteries.


In 1882 — the same decade that the Statue of Liberty arrived in New York — Donnelly published a book called Atlantis: The Antediluvian World. "Antediluvian" means "before the flood." Donnelly's argument was bold and simple: Atlantis was a real continent that once sat in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.



 Word Unlock

 Antediluvian
 "Antediluvian" means "before the great flood." Donnelly believed that the flood stories found in many cultures — including the biblical story of Noah — were all memories of the same event: the sinking of Atlantis. He thought the flood was real and that Atlantis caused it.




Donnelly claimed that Atlantis was the birthplace of all human civilisation. He pointed out that the ancient Egyptians and the ancient Maya — separated by an entire ocean — both built pyramids. Both had writing systems. Both tracked the stars. How could two cultures on opposite sides of the world develop the same ideas independently?


His answer: they didn't. They both learned from Atlantis.



 "The fact that the story of Atlantis was for thousands of years regarded as a fable proves nothing. There is an unbelief which grows out of ignorance."
 — Ignatius Donnelly, Atlantis: The Antediluvian World, 1882



The book was a sensation. It sold tens of thousands of copies. The British Prime Minister, William Gladstone, read it and was so convinced that he proposed to the Cabinet that the Treasury fund a ship to search for Atlantis in the Atlantic. (The Treasury said no.)



 Case File Extra

 Donnelly wasn't only famous for Atlantis. He also wrote a book arguing that Shakespeare's plays were actually written by Sir Francis Bacon. He was wrong about that too — and that book was a critical failure that damaged his reputation. But Donnelly had a talent for making unproven theories sound extremely convincing.




Almost overnight, Atlantis went from a philosophical footnote to a global obsession. Donnelly's book launched hundreds of expeditions, thousands of articles, and an entire genre of Atlantis literature that continues to this day.


But there was a problem with Donnelly's argument. A big one.


He assumed that when two different cultures share a similarity — like pyramids — there must be a single shared source. Modern scientists call this a logical fallacy. Pyramids are simply a strong shape. If you want to build something tall out of stone, a pyramid is the most stable option. Different cultures can arrive at the same solution independently, without ever meeting.


Donnelly was brilliant, persuasive, and wrong. But by the time anyone proved that, the world was already searching for Atlantis.


And then, in 1900, an archaeologist on the island of Crete found something that made the story much more complicated.

 

Chapter 5
 The Evidence

 What real evidence exists — and does any of it actually point to Atlantis?

 Let's lay out what we actually have. This is a mystery, and every good detective starts with the evidence.


Evidence Piece One: Plato's Text


The only direct evidence for Atlantis is Plato's two dialogues — Timaeus and Critias. These are not history books. They are philosophical dialogues — conversations between characters that Plato used to explore ideas about politics, justice, and the nature of a good society.


Plato never finished Critias. The text stops mid-sentence. Nobody knows why.



 Evidence Card

 Plato's Dialogues: Timaeus and Critias (c. 360 BC)

 Two philosophical texts containing the only ancient description of Atlantis. The story is presented as a chain of oral retellings spanning at least 200 years: Egyptian priests → Solon → Critias's grandfather → Critias → Plato's text.

 No independent confirmation exists. No Egyptian records mentioning Atlantis have ever been found.




Evidence Piece Two: A Lost Civilisation on Crete



 [image: Illustration of a massive volcanic eruption on an island in the Mediterranean Sea, with enormous ash clouds and tsunami waves]
 
 The eruption of Thera (modern Santorini) around 1600 BC was one of the most powerful volcanic events in recorded history. It destroyed the nearby Minoan civilisation. Could this real disaster be the origin of the Atlantis story?
 


In 1900, a British archaeologist named Sir Arthur Evans began digging on the island of Crete, in the eastern Mediterranean. What he found stunned the world. Beneath the soil lay the remains of a vast, sophisticated civilisation that nobody knew had existed.


Evans called them the Minoans, after the legendary King Minos of Greek mythology. The Minoans had lived on Crete and the surrounding islands from about 2700 BC to 1450 BC. They had multi-storey palaces, indoor plumbing, paved roads, a written language, and a powerful navy that controlled the seas.


And they had been destroyed — suddenly, catastrophically — by a volcanic eruption.



 Detective Challenge

 Plato said Atlantis was destroyed "in a single day and night." The Minoan civilisation on Crete was devastated by the eruption of Thera around 1600 BC — an eruption so large it sent tsunamis across the Mediterranean. Plato dated the destruction to 9,000 years before Solon's time. The Minoans were destroyed about 900 years before Solon's time. Could Plato — or the Egyptian priests — have simply added an extra zero?




About 100 kilometres north of Crete sits the island of Thera — modern-day Santorini. Around 1600 BC, Thera erupted in one of the most powerful volcanic explosions in human history. The eruption blew the centre of the island apart, leaving behind the crescent-shaped caldera you can still see today. It sent tsunamis up to 35 metres high crashing into Crete. It buried entire Minoan towns in ash.


Within a generation, the Minoan civilisation — the most advanced society in Europe at the time — had collapsed.


An island civilisation. A powerful navy. Destroyed suddenly. Swallowed by the sea.


Sound familiar?

 

Chapter 6
 Where Was Atlantis?

 People have proposed dozens of locations for Atlantis — so why hasn't anyone proved it?

 If you asked ten different Atlantis researchers where Atlantis was, you would get ten different answers. That is part of the problem.



 [image: Illustrated treasure-map style world map with pins marking proposed locations of Atlantis across the Atlantic, Mediterranean, Caribbean, and other seas]
 
 Proposed locations for Atlantis, from the middle of the Atlantic Ocean to the coast of Spain, the Caribbean, and even Antarctica. With so many theories, how do you decide which one — if any — is right?
 


Theory 1: It Never Existed


Most classical scholars — the people who study ancient Greece for a living — believe Atlantis was entirely fictional. Plato invented it as a parable: a story designed to teach a lesson about what happens when a powerful civilisation becomes arrogant and unjust. The lesson was aimed at Athens itself — a warning that even a great city can fall.


The evidence for this view is strong. Plato wrote almost everything as fiction — characters discussing ideas, telling stories, using examples. Atlantis fits perfectly into that pattern. And his own student, Aristotle, apparently said Plato made the whole thing up.



 Detective Challenge

 Plato gave incredibly specific details about Atlantis — the exact layout of the rings, the dimensions of the canal, the metals on the temple walls. If he was inventing a story to make a philosophical point, why would he include so much precise detail? Does extreme detail make a story more likely to be true — or is it exactly what a good storyteller would add to make fiction feel real?




Theory 2: The Minoan Connection


The Minoan hypothesis says that Atlantis was a distorted memory of the real Minoan civilisation, destroyed by the Thera eruption around 1600 BC. Over centuries of retelling — from Greeks to Egyptians and back again — the details shifted. The location moved from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic. The date changed from 900 years before Solon to 9,000 years. The island of Thera became the island of "Atlantis."


This theory explains a lot. But it requires believing that almost every specific detail in Plato's story was wrong — the location, the date, the size, the name — while the general idea was right.


Theory 3: The Mid-Atlantic Continent


Donnelly's original theory proposed a continent in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. Modern geology has completely ruled this out. We have mapped the entire Atlantic seafloor using sonar and satellite technology. There is a mid-ocean ridge — an underwater mountain range — but no sunken continent. Nothing that could have supported a civilisation.



 Case File Extra

 Since 1882, people have proposed more than forty different locations for Atlantis — including the Sahara Desert, Ireland, Indonesia, the Bahamas, the coast of Spain, the Black Sea, and even Antarctica. The fact that Atlantis can be "found" almost anywhere is, for many scientists, proof that it existed nowhere.




Theory 4: Other Locations


In 1968, a formation of flat rectangular stones was found underwater near the island of Bimini in the Bahamas. Some people claimed it was a road or wall from Atlantis. The timing was eerie — an American psychic named Edgar Cayce had predicted in the 1930s that evidence of Atlantis would be found near Bimini in 1968 or 1969.


Geologists examined the Bimini Road carefully. Their conclusion: it is natural beachrock — stone formed by natural processes on the seafloor. Not a road. Not a wall. Not Atlantis.


Other proposals have included the coast of southern Spain, the island of Cyprus, and even the eye-shaped Richat Structure in the Sahara Desert. Each theory generates excitement, media coverage, and books — but none has produced the one thing that would settle the question.


Proof.

 

Chapter 7
 Digging for a Legend

 What happened when scientists actually tried to find Atlantis — and what did they discover instead?

 In 1939, a Greek archaeologist named Spyridon Marinatos published a paper in the journal Antiquity that would change the Atlantis debate forever.


Marinatos had been studying the Minoan civilisation for years. He had noticed something troubling in the ruins on Crete: buildings that had been destroyed not by fire or warfare, but by water. Walls pushed inward by enormous force. Volcanic pumice stone in layers where it should not have been.



 [image: Illustration of archaeologists carefully excavating ancient buildings preserved under layers of volcanic ash on a Greek island]
 
 The excavation at Akrotiri on Santorini, begun by Spyridon Marinatos in 1967. The town had been buried under volcanic ash for 3,600 years — preserved almost perfectly, like a Bronze Age Pompeii.
 


Marinatos proposed that the Thera eruption had not just damaged the Minoans — it had destroyed them. Tsunamis, ashfall, and the collapse of trade routes had brought down an entire civilisation. And the memory of that catastrophe, passed down through generations, had become the legend of Atlantis.



 Detective Challenge

 Marinatos found a real civilisation that was really destroyed by a real natural disaster. But Plato placed Atlantis beyond the Strait of Gibraltar, in the Atlantic Ocean — not in the Mediterranean. To accept the Minoan theory, you have to believe Plato got the location, the date, and the size all wrong. How many details can be wrong before a "match" stops being a match?




In 1967, Marinatos began excavating at Akrotiri, a town on the southern coast of Santorini. What he found was extraordinary. Beneath metres of volcanic ash lay an entire Bronze Age town, preserved almost perfectly — like a time capsule sealed for 3,600 years.


There were multi-storey buildings with beautiful wall paintings showing dolphins, blue monkeys, and ships sailing between islands. There were streets, drainage systems, and storage rooms full of pottery. The Minoans at Akrotiri had lived sophisticated, comfortable lives.


But there was one crucial detail. No bodies were found at Akrotiri. Not a single skeleton.



 "The people of Akrotiri knew the eruption was coming. They had time to leave. They took their valuables and they fled."
 — Archaeological assessment of the Akrotiri site



The Minoans had warning. The earthquakes that preceded the eruption gave them time to evacuate. They escaped the ash — but they could not escape the tsunamis that followed, or the years of crop failure caused by the volcanic winter.



 Case File Extra

 The Thera eruption was so powerful that it ejected an estimated 100 cubic kilometres of rock and ash into the atmosphere — roughly four times the amount produced by the eruption of Krakatoa in 1883. Ash from Thera has been found in ice cores from Greenland, more than 4,000 kilometres away.




Marinatos had found a real civilisation, destroyed by a real disaster, in a location that could plausibly have inspired Plato's story. It was the closest anyone had ever come to explaining Atlantis with actual archaeology.


But had he found Atlantis itself?


No. He had found a possible inspiration for the story. The Minoans were real. Thera was real. But the concentric rings, the temple to Poseidon, the army of ten thousand chariots — none of that matched anything found on Crete or Santorini.


Marinatos had not found Atlantis. He had found one possible reason Plato might have written the story.


The question of whether Plato was recording or inventing remained exactly where it had always been.

 

Chapter 8
 A Story That Won't Die

 After 2,400 years of searching, what do scientists actually believe about Atlantis today?

 Here is what most scholars agree on in the twenty-first century.


There is no sunken continent in the Atlantic Ocean. Modern seafloor mapping — using sonar, satellites, and deep-sea submersibles — has surveyed every square kilometre of the Atlantic floor. There is no lost civilisation down there. The mid-Atlantic ridge is a volcanic mountain range, not a drowned island.



 [image: Illustration of the modern Santorini caldera, white buildings on clifftops overlooking a deep blue crescent-shaped bay]
 
 Santorini today. The crescent shape of the island is the rim of the ancient caldera — the hole left behind when Thera erupted around 1600 BC. The centre of the original island is now underwater. Is this the "island that swallowed itself"?
 


The Bimini Road has been identified as natural beachrock by multiple geological surveys. The Richat Structure in the Sahara is a natural geological formation caused by erosion, not a city. Every proposed location for Atlantis has, so far, been explained by natural processes rather than a lost civilisation.



 Detective Challenge

 In all of ancient Greek literature, Plato is the only writer who ever mentions Atlantis. If a civilisation that powerful had really existed, wouldn't you expect other writers — historians like Herodotus or Thucydides — to have mentioned it too? Or does the fact that only one person told the story actually tell us something important?




The majority view among classical scholars is that Plato invented Atlantis. He was a philosopher, not a historian. He used stories throughout his work to illustrate ideas. The Atlantis story perfectly illustrates one of his central arguments: that power without wisdom leads to destruction.


But there is a minority of researchers — including some serious archaeologists — who believe the story was inspired by a real event. The Thera eruption and the fall of the Minoan civilisation remain the most plausible candidate. The details don't match exactly, but the broad shape of the story does: a great island civilisation, a sudden catastrophe, a culture lost to the sea.



 "Plato may have used a kernel of historical memory — perhaps of the Minoans, perhaps of another lost culture — and wrapped it in philosophical fiction."
 — Modern scholarly assessment



The truth is: we do not know for certain. And that is what makes Atlantis different from most mysteries in this series. There is no confession. There is no test you can run. There is no skull to examine or photograph to analyse.


There is only a story, written 2,400 years ago by a philosopher who may or may not have believed it himself.



 The Case So Far

 
 	The only ancient source for Atlantis is Plato's two dialogues, Timaeus and Critias, written around 360 BC.

 	The story passed through at least four retellings before Plato wrote it down.

 	Plato's student Aristotle apparently said Plato invented the story.

 	Ignatius Donnelly revived the myth in 1882. His theory of a mid-Atlantic continent has been disproved by modern seafloor mapping.

 	The Minoan civilisation on Crete was destroyed by the Thera eruption around 1600 BC — the closest real-world match to Plato's story.

 	No archaeological evidence of Atlantis itself has ever been found.

 	Most scholars believe Atlantis was Plato's philosophical invention — a warning about the dangers of power and arrogance.

 

 Now it's your turn. What do you think happened?



 

Chapter 9
 Think Like a Detective

 Now that you know everything — what do you think happened?

 You have now read the same evidence that scholars, explorers, and dreamers have argued about for 2,400 years. Let's lay it all out one final time.



 [image: Illustration of a detective's desk with an ancient scroll, a map of the Mediterranean, a volcanic rock sample, and a magnifying glass]
 
 The evidence is on the table. Plato's writings. The Minoan ruins. The Thera eruption. Forty proposed locations — and no proof for any of them. What does a detective make of all this?
 


On one side, you have a story. A single story, from a single writer, passed through multiple retellings before it was written down. The writer was a philosopher who used fictional stories throughout his career to teach ideas. His own student said he made it up.


On the other side, you have a real catastrophe. A real island that exploded. A real civilisation that collapsed. A real event that could have become a legend — the kind of story that gets bigger and stranger every time it is told, over centuries, until it becomes the tale of a god-built island that sank in a single night.



 Detective Challenge

 Think about this: if Atlantis was completely fictional, why has the story survived for 2,400 years? Most of Plato's other parables are studied only by scholars. But Atlantis has inspired explorers, scientists, filmmakers, and dreamers for centuries. Does the power of a story tell us anything about whether it might contain a grain of truth?




Here are the three main verdicts. Each one has strengths and weaknesses.


Verdict A: Plato invented Atlantis entirely. He was a philosopher telling a cautionary tale. The details — the rings, the temple, the army — were fiction designed to make the moral lesson vivid. The Egyptian priests, Solon's visit, the chain of retellings — all of it was a literary device.


Verdict B: Atlantis was inspired by the Minoans. The story is a heavily distorted memory of the Thera eruption and the collapse of Minoan civilisation. Plato — or the storytellers before him — changed the date, location, and scale, but the kernel of the story was real.


Verdict C: Atlantis was a real place we haven't found yet. The ocean is vast and we have not explored all of it. Ancient civilisations existed that we are still discovering. Perhaps Atlantis lies somewhere we haven't looked — or somewhere we have looked but not recognised.



 Evidence Card

 The Archaeological Record (present day)

 Despite 140 years of active searching since Donnelly's 1882 book, no artefact, structure, inscription, or remains have ever been identified as belonging to Atlantis. Every proposed site has been explained by natural geology or by known civilisations.

 Current status: no physical evidence of Atlantis exists.




Each verdict requires you to make a judgement. Verdict A asks you to trust that Plato was a storyteller, not a historian. Verdict B asks you to accept that a real event could become almost unrecognisable after centuries of retelling. Verdict C asks you to believe that absence of evidence is not evidence of absence.


None of them is easy. All of them are defensible.


That is the nature of Atlantis. It is the mystery that never ends — because we may never have enough evidence to solve it.



 The Case Is Yours

 You've read the evidence. You've heard the theories. Now it's your turn.

 Was Atlantis a real place destroyed by a real catastrophe — or the greatest piece of philosophical fiction ever written? And does it matter which one is true?



 

About This Book

 Atlantis is a narrative non-fiction book for young readers ages 8–12. All events, dates, and people are real. The story is told in a way that makes history exciting while teaching critical thinking.

 ***

 This book is part of HistorIQly Jr. — history's greatest mysteries, written for curious young detectives.

 Visit jr.historiqly.com for more books.

 • • •
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