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 HistorIQly Jr.

 The Cardiff Giant

 The Stone Man That Fooled a Nation

 
 A history mystery for young detectives ages 8–12

 
 HistorIQly Jr.

 


"People are always ready to believe what they want to believe, no matter how little the evidence."

 — attributed to George Hull, 1869



Chapter 1
 The Thing in the Ground

 What did two workers find buried beneath a farm in New York — and why did the whole country lose its mind?

 On the morning of October 16, 1869, two men were digging a well behind a barn in Cardiff, New York — a tiny farming village in the rolling hills of central New York State. It was an ordinary autumn day. The leaves were turning. The air smelled like damp earth. Their shovels were biting through heavy clay soil when one of them — Gideon Emmons — struck something hard.


He scraped the dirt away. There was a shape underneath. A large shape.


He kept digging.



 [image: Illustration of two workers in 1860s clothing digging in muddy earth behind a barn, one looking shocked as he uncovers a massive stone foot]
 
 The moment of discovery: Gideon Emmons and Henry Nichols digging behind the barn on Stub Newell's farm. They expected to find water. Instead, they found a foot. What would you think if you dug up a giant stone figure?
 


What Emmons and his partner Henry Nichols uncovered that morning was a stone figure of a man. Not a normal-sized man. A giant. It was over ten feet long and weighed nearly three thousand pounds. It lay on its side in the earth, one hand resting on its stomach, its face frozen in an expression that looked almost like pain.


It looked ancient. It looked real.


One of the workers whispered a single word.



 "I declare, some old Indian has been buried here!"
 — Gideon Emmons, October 16, 1869




 Case File Extra

 The Cardiff Giant was so heavy that it took a team of men, ropes, and a crane to lift it out of the ground. It weighed about the same as a small car — nearly three thousand pounds. Visitors described it as the most astonishing thing they had ever seen.




Word spread fast. By the next day, people were arriving on foot, on horseback, and in carriages. The farm's owner — a man named William "Stub" Newell — put up a tent over the hole and started charging fifty cents for a look.


Within a week, hundreds of people were visiting every single day. Carriages lined up along the dirt roads for miles. Newspapers across America printed the story. Scientists arrived to study it. Preachers declared it proof that the Bible was true. Farmers left their fields to make the journey. Whole families packed picnic lunches and travelled from as far as New York City and Philadelphia to stand in line for a fifteen-minute glimpse.


Everyone had an opinion. Almost nobody had the right one.


Because the Cardiff Giant was not a petrified man. It was not ancient. It was not a relic from the Bible.


It was a block of gypsum, secretly carved in a warehouse in Chicago, transported by train across three states, and buried in a hole by a man who wanted to prove a point about how easily people could be tricked.


The man's name was George Hull. He was a cigar maker. He had no scientific training, no university degree, and no special skills — just a grudge, a plan, and two thousand six hundred dollars.


The question is: how did a lump of carved stone fool an entire nation?

 

Chapter 2
 The Man with the Argument

 Who was George Hull — and what made him decide to bury a fake giant?

 In 1869 — just four years after the American Civil War had ended, and the same decade Charles Darwin published his theory of evolution — a cigar maker named George Hull was travelling through Iowa on business. Hull was tall, sharp-eyed, and had very strong opinions about religion.


He was an atheist. He did not believe in God. And he especially did not believe that the Bible should be read as a history book.



 [image: Illustration of a crowded outdoor revival meeting in 1860s America, with a tall bearded man standing at the back looking sceptical while a preacher speaks passionately to the crowd]
 
 A Methodist revival meeting in the American countryside, around the time George Hull attended one. Hull was the sceptic in the crowd. What started as an argument would become one of the most famous hoaxes in history.
 


One evening during his trip, Hull attended a Methodist revival meeting. A preacher named Reverend Turk was speaking to the crowd about the Book of Genesis — the first book of the Bible. Turk read aloud from Chapter 6, Verse 4:



 "There were giants in the earth in those days."
 — Genesis 6:4, King James Bible



Turk told his audience that this verse was literally true. Real giants had once walked the earth, just as the Bible said. The crowd nodded and agreed.


George Hull did not agree. He argued back. He said the verse was a story, not a fact. He said there was no evidence that giants had ever existed.


He lost the argument. The crowd sided with the preacher. To them, the Bible was the final word on history — and if it said there were giants, then there were giants.


Hull left the meeting humiliated and furious. But as he lay awake that night, he had a thought. These people believed in giants — really believed, without a shred of evidence. What if he gave them exactly what they wanted? What if he made a giant?



 Case File Extra

 In 1869, America was in the middle of a huge debate about science and religion. Charles Darwin had published On the Origin of Species just ten years earlier, and people were arguing fiercely about whether the Bible or science held the truth about human history. The Cardiff Giant landed right in the middle of this fight.




Hull went home angry. But he did not forget. A strange idea was forming in his mind. If people were so ready to believe in giants from the Bible — really believe, without any evidence at all — then what would happen if he gave them one?


What if he carved a giant out of stone and buried it in the ground? What if workers "discovered" it? Would people believe it was a real petrified giant from thousands of years ago?


Hull thought they would. And he decided to prove it.


It would take him a year of planning, thousands of dollars, and a secret trip across three states. He would need quarrymen, a sculptor, a railway, and a cousin willing to lie.


But George Hull was a patient man with a grudge. And patience, it turned out, was the most dangerous ingredient of all.

 

Chapter 3
 Building a Giant

 How do you secretly carve a ten-foot stone man — and how do you make it look thousands of years old?

 In June 1868, George Hull travelled to Fort Dodge, Iowa. He found a quarry near the town where workers cut blocks of gypsum — a soft, pale stone. Hull hired men to cut out a massive block: twelve feet long, four feet wide, and two feet thick.


He told them it was for a monument to Abraham Lincoln.


It was a lie, of course. But people believed it. Lincoln had been assassinated just three years earlier, and monuments were going up all over the country. Nobody questioned a thing.



 Word Unlock

 Gypsum
 A soft, light-coloured mineral found in large deposits underground. It is easy to carve and can look like pale skin when polished. Gypsum is also used to make plaster — which is important later in this story.




Hull shipped the enormous block by train to Chicago, over three hundred miles away. There, he hired a German stonecutter named Edward Burghardt to carve it into the shape of a man. Burghardt and two assistants — Fred Mohrmann and Henry Salle — worked in secret, carving only during off-hours and on Sundays so nobody would see what they were making.



 [image: Illustration of stonecutters working by lamplight in a Chicago warehouse, carefully carving a massive reclining human figure from a pale block of stone]
 
 Edward Burghardt and his assistants carving the giant in secret in Chicago. They worked by lamplight during off-hours so nobody would discover what they were building. Look at the size of the figure compared to the men.
 


The finished figure was ten feet and four-and-a-half inches tall. It lay on its side, one arm folded across its stomach, its face calm and still. It looked like a sleeping giant.


But Hull was not done. A freshly carved statue would not fool anyone — it needed to look like it had been buried for centuries.


So Hull did three clever things.


First, he took a bundle of darning needles — long, thick sewing needles — and fixed them to the face of a wooden mallet. Then he hammered the entire surface of the giant. Thousands of tiny holes appeared across the stone. They looked exactly like pores on human skin.


Second, he poured sulphuric acid over the figure. The acid ate into the gypsum, dissolving tiny amounts of stone and creating a rough, weathered look — as if the surface had been slowly worn down by centuries of damp earth pressing against it.


Third, he scraped the underside with wet sand to imitate the way groundwater erodes buried objects over centuries.


The whole project cost Hull about $2,600 — roughly $63,000 in today's money. It was a huge gamble. If anyone talked — the quarrymen in Iowa, the sculptors in Chicago, the railway workers who hauled a suspiciously heavy crate across three states — the whole plan would collapse.


Nobody talked.


In November 1868, Hull shipped the finished giant by train to his cousin William "Stub" Newell's farm in Cardiff, New York. They waited until nightfall. Then, with the help of a few trusted men, they lowered the three-thousand-pound figure into a hole behind the barn and covered it with earth.


And then they waited. For almost a full year. Hull told Newell not to rush it — the longer the giant sat in the ground, the more the soil would settle around it, and the more convincing the "discovery" would look.


In October 1869, Newell finally hired two men to dig a well in exactly the right spot.


He already knew what they would find.

 

Chapter 4
 Why Everyone Believed

 What made thousands of people look at a carved block of stone and see a real ancient giant?

 When the giant was pulled from the ground on that October morning, people did not just see a piece of stone. They saw what they already wanted to see.


Some saw proof that the Bible was true — that real giants had once walked the earth, just as Genesis said. These were the people George Hull had been arguing with at that revival meeting, and they were the ones he most wanted to fool.


Others saw a magnificent ancient statue — a work of art carved by a lost civilisation, buried for centuries. They did not think it was a petrified person. They thought it was even more exciting: evidence that an advanced society had once existed in America, long before Europeans arrived.


Both groups were wrong. But both had reasons for believing. And that is the trick with hoaxes — they do not work by fooling stupid people. They work by offering smart people something they already want to believe.


The Power of First Impressions


The giant was genuinely impressive. Lying in the earth, surrounded by clay, it looked like a body that had been buried for ages. The "pores" on its skin — made by darning needles — fooled people at a glance. The acid-weathered surface looked ancient. And its sheer size was overwhelming. People stood around the pit and stared in silence.



 "The most remarkable archaeological discovery ever made in this country."
 — Professor James Hall, New York State Geologist, 1869



Professor James Hall was one of the most respected scientists in the state. When he visited the site and made that statement, it changed everything. If a state geologist believed the giant was remarkable, then surely it must be real.



 [image: Illustration of a large crowd of 1860s Americans gathered around a tent, peering into a pit where a massive stone figure lies, with expressions of wonder and amazement]
 
 Crowds waiting in line to see the Cardiff Giant. At the peak, three to five hundred people visited every single day. Fifty cents in 1869 is about fifteen dollars today — and people paid gladly. Would you have paid to see it?
 



 Case File Extra

 Newell first charged twenty-five cents to see the giant. When crowds kept growing, he doubled it to fifty cents — and people still came. Carriages lined up for miles along the country roads to Cardiff. Local businesses sold food and souvenirs to the visitors. An entire economy grew up around a fake giant.




But Professor Hall had been careful with his words. He called it a "remarkable discovery." He did not actually say it was a real petrified man. Other people heard what they wanted to hear, and the newspapers ran with the most exciting version of the story.



 Word Unlock

 Petrification
 The process where organic material — like bone or wood — is slowly replaced by minerals over thousands of years, turning it to stone. In 1869, many people believed that entire human bodies could be petrified this way. Scientists today know that a complete human body cannot turn to stone like this — it decomposes long before minerals can replace it.




That is how belief works sometimes. One respected voice says something careful, and everyone else turns it into something certain.


Not everyone was fooled, though. Some visitors laughed and called it an obvious fake. And far away, at Yale University, a scientist named Othniel Charles Marsh was about to take a very close look.

 

Chapter 5
 The Evidence

 What clues should have given the hoax away — and why did so many people miss them?

 Let us look at the giant the way a detective would. What did the evidence actually show?



 Evidence Card

 The Cardiff Giant (October 1869)

 A ten-foot, four-inch stone figure weighing nearly 3,000 pounds, carved from gypsum. Found buried about three feet deep behind a barn in Cardiff, New York. Surface showed tiny holes resembling skin pores and signs of apparent weathering. Displayed to the public for fifty cents per viewing.

 Now known: carved by Edward Burghardt in Chicago in 1868 from an Iowa gypsum block. "Pores" were made with darning needles hammered into the stone. "Weathering" was created with sulphuric acid. Buried for approximately one year before its staged discovery.




The first clue was the material. The giant was made of gypsum — a soft, chalky mineral. Gypsum dissolves slowly in water. New York State has wet, rainy winters and damp soil. If the figure had truly been buried in that earth for hundreds or thousands of years, the water would have eaten it away. The fine "skin pores" would have vanished long ago. The figure would have been a shapeless lump, not a detailed human form.


But nobody stopped to think about that in those first excited days.


The second clue was the chisel marks. When Professor Othniel Charles Marsh from Yale University examined the giant in November 1869, he spotted them immediately. Fresh tool marks were still clearly visible on the surface of the stone.



 "It is of very recent origin, and a most decided humbug."
 — Professor Othniel Charles Marsh, Yale University, 1869




 Detective Challenge

 Professor Marsh spotted the chisel marks right away. But hundreds of other visitors — including Professor James Hall, the state geologist — had seen the giant before Marsh and did not mention them. Why do you think so many people missed what Marsh noticed? Is it possible they saw the marks but explained them away?





 [image: Close-up illustration of a stone surface showing visible tool marks and needle-prick holes, with a magnifying glass hovering over the details]
 
 A close look at the giant's surface. The tiny holes were meant to look like skin pores — but they were made by hammering darning needles into the stone. Can you see why fresh chisel marks would prove the giant was not ancient?
 


The third clue was the position. The giant was lying on its side with one hand resting on its stomach. Its pose looked deliberate — more like a carved statue than a person who had collapsed and been buried by layers of earth over thousands of years. A real body buried in soil does not hold a neat, peaceful pose. It crumbles. It shifts. Gravity and the weight of the earth above it would crush any structure. This figure looked like someone had placed it there carefully.


Because, of course, someone had.


The fourth clue was the location. The giant was buried only three feet deep, behind a barn, on a farm owned by George Hull's cousin. That is a very convenient place to "discover" something extraordinary. A real petrified body would be found deep in geological layers of ancient rock — not just below the topsoil on a working farm.


All four clues were visible from the very first day. The material was wrong. The marks were fresh. The pose was artificial. The location was suspicious.


But when thousands of people are lining up to see a miracle, nobody wants to be the one who says it is just a rock.

 

Chapter 6
 Giants, Statues, and Showmen

 What did different people believe the giant was — and what did P.T. Barnum do when he could not buy it?

 Within days of its discovery, three different theories were circulating about the Cardiff Giant. Each one attracted passionate believers.


Theory One: The Petrified Giant. Many religious Americans believed the giant was a real person — a biblical giant from the time of Genesis — who had turned to stone over thousands of years. This was exactly what George Hull had predicted: give people a giant, and they would connect it to the Bible.


Theory Two: The Ancient Statue. Dr. John F. Boynton, a local physician, proposed a more creative explanation. He believed a Jesuit missionary had carved the giant in the 1600s to impress the Onondaga people — the Native Americans who lived in the region. In this theory, the giant was not a petrified person but an ancient work of art.


Theory Three: The Hoax. Sceptics — including Professor Marsh from Yale — said the whole thing was a modern fake. The stone was wrong, the tool marks were fresh, and the convenient discovery on a relative's farm was suspicious. Marsh called it "a most decided humbug" — and he was not being polite about it.



 Detective Challenge

 Dr. Boynton's "ancient statue" theory was wrong — but it was a much better guess than the "petrified giant" theory. A real scientist tried to find an explanation that fit the evidence, even though his answer was still incorrect. What makes a wrong answer better or worse than another wrong answer?




While scientists argued, the money poured in. Newell could barely keep up with the crowds. So he sold the giant.


A group of five businessmen from Syracuse, New York, paid $30,000 for a three-quarter share of it — a fortune in 1869, worth nearly a million dollars today. They moved the giant to Syracuse and put it on display in a building on East Genesee Street. Even more people came to see it.



 [image: Illustration of a flamboyant showman in a top hat and tailcoat standing proudly beside a stone giant figure on a stage, with a banner reading 'The Original Giant' and an excited crowd watching]
 
 P.T. Barnum — America's greatest showman — could not buy the real giant. So he made his own. His copy attracted even bigger crowds than the original. Why do you think people paid to see a copy of something that might already be a fake?
 


And then P.T. Barnum got involved.


Barnum was the most famous showman in America — the man behind the circus, the museum, and a lifetime of spectacular attractions. He offered $50,000 to rent the Cardiff Giant for three months. The Syracuse businessmen said no.


So Barnum did something outrageous. He hired an artist to make an exact copy of the giant — out of plaster — and displayed that in his museum in New York City.


Barnum's copy attracted even bigger crowds than the original. He displayed it with a sign claiming it was the real Cardiff Giant — and that the one in Syracuse was the fake. The public had no idea what to believe.



 Case File Extra

 The Syracuse owners were furious. They took Barnum to court, demanding he stop showing his copy. But the judge refused to hear the case. His reason? The owners could not prove the original Cardiff Giant was real — so how could they claim Barnum's copy was a fake of something genuine?




America now had two Cardiff Giants — one carved from stone, one moulded from plaster — and neither of them was what it claimed to be.


The whole thing was becoming a circus. And the man who had started it all was watching quietly from the sidelines, counting his money.


He would not stay quiet much longer.

 

Chapter 7
 The Truth Comes Out

 What finally made George Hull confess — and how did the world react when it learned the truth?

 By December 1869, less than two months after the giant was dug up, the pressure was building on George Hull. Professor Marsh's verdict — "a most decided humbug" — had been printed in newspapers everywhere. Other scientists were lining up to agree. The evidence was clear: the stone was gypsum, the chisel marks were fresh, and no real petrified body could look like this.


Hull had already made his money. He had sold his share of the giant before the Syracuse businessmen bought it. He had cleared around $20,000 — an enormous sum in 1869.


On December 10, 1869, George Hull confessed everything to the press.



 [image: Illustration of a bearded man in 1860s clothing sitting at a table with reporters taking notes, newspaper front pages visible on the wall behind him with headlines about the giant]
 
 George Hull confessing to the press in December 1869. He explained every step: the quarry, the carving, the needles, the acid, the burial. He had fooled a nation — and he seemed rather proud of it.
 


He told them everything. The argument with Reverend Turk. The trip to Iowa. The gypsum quarry. The secret carving in Edward Burghardt's workshop in Chicago. The darning needles hammered into the stone to make fake pores. The sulphuric acid poured over the surface to create false age. The midnight burial on his cousin's farm. He described every step of the hoax from beginning to end, and he did not seem ashamed.


If anything, he seemed proud.



 "I thought of making a stone, and passing it off as a petrified man."
 — George Hull, December 1869



Hull explained his motive clearly. He had wanted to prove that people who took the Bible literally — who truly believed giants had walked the earth — could be fooled by a simple carved stone. And he had been right. Thousands of people had stared at a block of gypsum with needle holes in it and seen a miracle.


But Hull's confession also revealed something uncomfortable. He had not just fooled ordinary people. He had fooled newspaper editors. He had fooled businessmen who paid a fortune for the giant. He had even fooled Professor James Hall — the state geologist of New York — at least enough to make him call it "remarkable."


Nobody was immune. Not scientists, not journalists, not the wealthy. When people want to believe, even experts can be fooled.



 Detective Challenge

 George Hull created the hoax to make fun of people who believed in Bible giants. But he also made a lot of money from it. Do you think he cared more about proving his point or about getting rich? Can you think of times when someone does something for a "good reason" but also benefits from it? How do you tell what someone's real motive is?




After the Confession


Here is the strangest part: when Hull confessed, many people did not care.


The crowds kept coming. Visitors lined up to see the giant even after they knew it was a fake. They called it "Old Hoaxey" and treated it like a celebrity. The Syracuse businessmen kept charging admission. The money kept flowing.


It turned out that people did not just love the giant because they thought it was real. They loved the story. They loved being part of something extraordinary — even if that extraordinary thing was an extraordinarily clever trick.



 Case File Extra

 On February 2, 1870, a court officially declared both the original Cardiff Giant and Barnum's plaster copy to be fakes. It was perhaps the only time in history that a judge declared a copy of a fake to be a fake of a fake.




The Cardiff Giant toured the country for years after the confession. It appeared at county fairs, travelling exhibitions, and amusement parks. People paid to see it long after everyone knew the truth.


Eventually, interest faded. The giant was sold and resold, growing cheaper each time. A publisher from Iowa bought it in the early 1900s and kept it in his basement. It spent decades in storage, forgotten and gathering dust.


In 1948, the Farmers' Museum in Cooperstown, New York — the same town as the Baseball Hall of Fame — bought the giant and put it on permanent display. You can still visit it there today. It lies in a specially built pit, just as it looked when Emmons and Nichols first pulled it from the earth.


But the story was not quite over. Because the question that really matters is not whether the giant was real.


The question is: what does it tell us about why people believe?

 

Chapter 8
 What the Giant Taught Us

 The hoax was exposed — but why did it work so well in the first place?

 The Cardiff Giant worked because George Hull understood something important about people: they do not judge evidence on its own. They judge it through what they already believe.


Religious Americans saw a petrified giant because they already believed the Bible said giants once existed. Scientists like Dr. Boynton saw an ancient statue because they already believed advanced civilisations had once lived in America. Even the sceptics were influenced — they expected hoaxes, so they spotted one faster.


Everyone saw what they were looking for. This is something psychologists now call confirmation bias — and the Cardiff Giant is one of the most famous examples in history.



 [image: Illustration of the Cardiff Giant lying in a museum display case under warm lighting, with visitors of different ages looking at it, including a child reading an information plaque]
 
 The Cardiff Giant today, on display at the Farmers' Museum in Cooperstown, New York. It has been there since 1948. Visitors still come to see the stone man that fooled a nation.
 



 Word Unlock

 Confirmation Bias
 The tendency to notice and believe evidence that supports what you already think — and to ignore or dismiss evidence that contradicts it. The Cardiff Giant is a textbook example: people who believed in Bible giants saw a petrified man, while people who believed in ancient civilisations saw an old statue. Both groups found "evidence" for what they already believed.




The hoax also revealed something about the power of authority. When Professor James Hall called the giant "remarkable," people treated his words as proof it was genuine. But Hall had been careful — he never said it was a real petrified person. People heard what they wanted to hear.


And then there was the power of crowds. When hundreds of people are lining up to see something, the thing feels important. If everyone else thinks this is worth seeing, it must be real — right? This is why advertisements say things like "millions of customers" — if other people believe it, we feel we should believe it too.



 "People are always ready to believe what they want to believe, no matter how little the evidence."
 — attributed to George Hull



Here is what we know for certain.



 The Case So Far

 
 	In 1868, George Hull — an atheist cigar maker — spent $2,600 to have a ten-foot stone giant carved from gypsum in secret in Chicago.

 	He used darning needles to create fake skin pores and sulphuric acid to simulate centuries of weathering.

 	He buried the giant on his cousin Stub Newell's farm in Cardiff, New York, and waited nearly a year.

 	On October 16, 1869, workers "discovered" the giant while digging a well. Thousands visited. Scientists debated. The public went wild.

 	A Yale professor, Othniel Charles Marsh, quickly identified it as a modern fake — but most people ignored him.

 	P.T. Barnum made a plaster copy when he could not buy the original. His fake of a fake drew even bigger crowds.

 	On December 10, 1869, Hull confessed. The crowds kept coming anyway.

 

 Now it's your turn. What do you think this hoax tells us?




As for George Hull? He made a fortune from the hoax — but he spent most of it and died in poverty years later. The sculptor Edward Burghardt and the quarrymen in Iowa kept the secret until Hull confessed. Nobody else ever came forward.


George Hull set out to prove that people could be fooled by a simple trick — and he was right. But perhaps the most surprising thing about the Cardiff Giant is what happened after the truth came out.


People still wanted to see it. They still paid money. They still told their friends.


The giant was a fake. Everyone knew it. And nobody cared.


What does that tell you about why people believe things?

 

Chapter 9
 Think Like a Detective

 Now that you know everything — what do you think the Cardiff Giant really teaches us?

 You have now read the whole story. You know who George Hull was, why he did it, and how he pulled it off. You know what the scientists said and what the public believed. You know more about this hoax than most Americans did in 1869.


So let us think about it like a detective.



 [image: Illustration of a detective's desk with photographs of the Cardiff Giant pinned to a board, a magnifying glass, notes about gypsum and chisel marks, and string connecting clues]
 
 Time to review the evidence. A good detective looks at every clue before making a decision. What stands out to you about this case?
 


First: was George Hull clever, or was the public gullible? Hull spent a year planning his hoax. He chose gypsum because it looks like pale skin. He hammered needle holes to create fake pores. He used acid to simulate age. He buried it on a family member's farm so he could control the "discovery." Every detail was deliberate.


But the clues were there from day one. The chisel marks were visible. The gypsum was wrong for a petrified body. The convenient location was suspicious. People did not see these clues because they did not want to see them.



 Detective Challenge

 Think about something you have seen shared online — a photo, a video, or a story — that people believed without checking. What made people trust it? Was it because the evidence was strong, or because it told them something they already wanted to hear? How is that similar to what happened with the Cardiff Giant?




Second: who really got fooled? Hull wanted to embarrass people who took the Bible literally. He succeeded — many religious Americans declared the giant was proof of biblical giants. But he also fooled educated scientists, businessmen, and newspaper editors. The hoax did not just catch the gullible. It caught almost everyone.


Third — and this is the hardest question — why did people keep visiting after the confession? Hull told the world it was fake. The newspapers printed the truth. The courts confirmed it. And the crowds still came.


There are three possible explanations:


Explanation one: People enjoyed the spectacle. The giant was impressive regardless of whether it was real. A ten-foot carved figure is worth seeing even if it is a hoax — maybe even more worth seeing because of the story behind it.


Explanation two: Some people refused to believe the confession. They thought Hull was lying about being the hoaxer — that the giant really was ancient, and Hull was just trying to take credit for something genuine.


Explanation three: People do not like admitting they were wrong. If you had told all your friends about the amazing giant, and then it turned out to be a fake — would you want to admit that you had been fooled? Or would it be easier to say, "Well, I always thought it was interesting either way"?



 Evidence Card

 The Public Reaction (December 1869 – 1870s)

 After George Hull's full public confession on December 10, 1869, the Cardiff Giant continued to draw paying visitors. It toured fairs and exhibitions for years. Visitors affectionately called it "Old Hoaxey."

 This pattern — where people continue to engage with something they know is false — is one of the most important lessons of the Cardiff Giant story. Belief is not just about evidence. It is about what people want to be true.




You have the same evidence the scientists had. You have read George Hull's confession. You know what the sceptics spotted and what the believers missed.


So here is your verdict question — and it is not about whether the giant was real. We know it was not.



 The Case Is Yours

 You've read the evidence. You've heard the theories. Now it's your turn.

 Was George Hull a clever con artist who tricked innocent people for money — or was he a sceptic who proved an important point about how easily humans can be fooled? And what does it mean that people kept paying to see the giant even after they knew the truth?




If you liked this case, you might enjoy The Cottingley Fairies — another famous hoax where a piece of visual "evidence" fooled the world. Sometimes the simplest tricks fool the smartest people.

 

About This Book

 The Cardiff Giant is a narrative non-fiction book for young readers ages 8–12. All events, dates, and people are real. The story is told in a way that makes history exciting while teaching critical thinking.

 ***

 This book is part of HistorIQly Jr. — history's greatest mysteries, written for curious young detectives.

 Visit jr.historiqly.com for more books.

 • • •
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