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 HistorIQly Jr.

 The Crop Circle Makers

 Scientists Were Baffled for Years — Until Two Men Confessed

 
 A history mystery for young detectives ages 8–12

 
 HistorIQly Jr.

 


"The first principle is that you must not fool yourself — and you are the easiest person to fool."

 — Richard Feynman, Nobel Prize-winning physicist



Chapter 1
 The Circles in the Wheat

 What would you think if you found a perfect circle pressed into a farmer's field — and nobody could explain how it got there?

 Imagine walking through a wheat field on a summer morning. The stalks come up to your waist. They stretch in every direction, golden and straight, blowing gently in the breeze.


Then you see it.


A perfect circle, pressed flat into the wheat. Not trampled. Not messy. Every single stalk bent neatly at the base, lying flat in a smooth spiral pattern, like water going down a drain. The circle is enormous — thirty metres across, wider than a tennis court.



 [image: An aerial view of a large, perfectly circular crop circle pressed into a golden wheat field in the English countryside]
 
 A crop circle seen from above. Notice how the wheat is bent flat in a perfect spiral. The edges are clean and sharp. How could this appear overnight with nobody seeing a thing?
 


There are no footprints leading in. No footprints leading out. No tyre tracks. No marks of any kind. The wheat around the circle is completely untouched. Whatever made this did it without leaving a single trace.


And it appeared overnight.


The field was normal yesterday evening. This morning, there it was. A perfect, enormous, impossible circle.



 Case File Extra

 By the late 1980s, hundreds of crop circles were appearing every summer across southern England. Farmers would wake up to find them in their fields. Nobody ever saw one being made. Scientists flew over them in helicopters and declared they could not have been created by human beings.




This is what farmers across southern England started finding in the late 1970s. At first, the circles were simple — just one round shape pressed into the wheat. But year after year, they grew more complex. Two circles joined together. Then three. Then rings within rings. Then shapes so elaborate they looked like alien blueprints.


Scientists measured them. Newspapers photographed them. Television crews flew over them. Researchers wrote books about them. An entire field of study was created just to investigate them. They called it cereology — the science of crop circles.


Theories piled up. Alien spacecraft landing in the night. Strange weather patterns. Mysterious energy from deep inside the earth. Some people claimed they could feel a tingling sensation when they walked inside the circles. Others said their cameras stopped working.


For fifteen years, the mystery deepened.


And then, in September 1991, two men walked into a newspaper office and said seven words that changed everything.


"We've been doing it all along."

 

Chapter 2
 The World Before the Circles

 What inspired two ordinary men to start flattening wheat in the middle of the night — and why did people believe something extraordinary was happening?

 In 1966 — the same year England won the football World Cup — a banana farmer named George Pedley was driving his tractor near Tully, in far north Queensland, Australia, when he heard a loud hissing sound. He looked up and saw something rise from a lagoon on a neighbouring property and shoot away over the treetops. When he went to investigate, he found a circular area of reeds flattened in a neat clockwise spiral, about nine metres across. The local newspaper called it a "flying saucer nest."



 [image: A circular flattened area in an Australian lagoon from 1966, known as the Tully saucer nest]
 
 The Tully "saucer nest" from 1966 — a circular impression in an Australian swamp. This photograph, published in newspapers around the world, planted an idea in one man's mind that would change everything.
 


Ten years later and ten thousand miles away, a man named Doug Bower remembered that photograph.


Doug was a picture framer and watercolour painter from Southampton, in southern England. He was fifty-two years old. He liked landscape painting, cricket, and going to the pub on Friday nights with his friend Dave Chorley.


One Friday evening in 1976, sitting in a pub called the Percy Hobbs, Doug showed Dave the old newspaper clipping about the Australian saucer nest. What if, he said, something like that appeared in a field in Hampshire? What would people think?


Dave grinned.



 Word Unlock

 Cereology
 The study of crop circles. The word comes from Ceres, the Roman goddess of grain and harvests. By the late 1980s, cereology had its own researchers, its own journals, and its own international conferences. All because of circles that two men were making with a plank of wood.




That night, they drove out to a wheat field near the town of Warminster — a place already famous for UFO sightings. They had nothing with them except an iron bar. Doug pushed it into the ground and Dave held one end while Doug walked in a circle, pressing the wheat flat with his feet.


It was clumsy. The edges were messy. It didn't look much like the Australian photograph.


But it was a start.


Why Warminster?


Warminster wasn't chosen at random. In the 1960s and 1970s, the town had become England's UFO capital. People reported strange lights, unexplained sounds, and objects in the sky. Locals called the phenomenon "The Thing." Skywatchers gathered on nearby hills every weekend, hoping to see something extraordinary.


Doug and Dave knew that if a mysterious circle appeared near Warminster, people wouldn't think of a hoax. They would think of UFOs.


And that is exactly what happened.


The first circle was noticed within days. Local UFO enthusiasts found it. They photographed it. They measured it. Nobody thought for a moment that a person could have made it. Nobody asked how. They already had their answer.


Something had landed.

 

Chapter 3
 The Circles Multiply

 How did Doug and Dave go from one messy circle to hundreds of perfect formations — and how did they keep it secret for so long?

 After that first rough attempt in 1976, Doug Bower lay awake at night thinking about how to do it better. He needed a tool that could flatten wheat cleanly, in a wide strip, without leaving footprints everywhere.


The answer was beautifully simple.


He took a wooden plank — about four feet long — and drilled a hole at each end. He threaded a loop of rope through the holes, long enough to reach his shoulders. He stood on the plank, held the rope like reins, and walked forward. The plank pressed the wheat flat beneath his feet, one strip at a time.



 [image: A simple wooden plank with rope handles, known as a stomper board, lying in a wheat field at dusk]
 
 The "stomper board" — the entire technology behind the crop circle mystery. A plank of wood, two holes, and a piece of rope. Could something this simple really have fooled scientists for fifteen years?
 


They called it the "stomper board." It was a plank of wood, two holes, and a piece of rope. Total cost: almost nothing.


But Doug still had one problem. How do you walk in a perfect circle in the dark?


He solved it with a baseball cap and a piece of wire. He bent the wire into a loop and attached it to the peak of the cap like a gunsight. By lining up the wire with a landmark on the horizon — a distant church steeple, a hilltop, a lone tree — he could walk in a perfectly straight line. Walk straight, turn, walk straight again. That was how they made the edges so sharp.



 Case File Extra

 Doug's wife, Ilene, didn't know what her husband was doing for years. She noticed the car's mileage was climbing mysteriously and accused him of having an affair. Doug confessed — not to the public, but to his wife. Ilene didn't believe him. So Doug asked her to design a crop circle, then went out and made it in a nearby field to prove he was telling the truth.




Every Friday night through the late 1970s and into the 1980s, Doug and Dave drove out to a new field. They worked by moonlight, parking their car in a lane, walking into the crop through the existing tractor tracks — the lines farmers' vehicles leave in the field — so they wouldn't leave footprints.


Each year, they made the circles bigger. Then they added smaller circles around the main one, called "satellites." Then they made lines connecting the circles. Then rings. Then keys and corridors and spirals.


They worked fast. A simple circle took twenty minutes. A complex formation took a couple of hours. By dawn, they were gone.


The Circles Get Famous


By the early 1980s, crop circles were front-page news across England. Newspapers sent photographers in light aircraft. Television crews filmed them from helicopters. Every summer brought more circles, and every summer the patterns were more elaborate than the year before.


Doug and Dave were delighted. They kept scrapbooks of the newspaper clippings.


But they had also created something they hadn't expected. The circles were becoming too famous to be ignored. Scientists were getting involved. Researchers were publishing papers. And the explanations people were coming up with were extraordinary.


Doug and Dave had started a joke. The world had turned it into a phenomenon.


And the two men who knew the truth could only sit back, read the newspapers, and laugh.

 

Chapter 4
 Why the Experts Believed

 Why did trained scientists become convinced that no human being could possibly make these circles?

 By 1989, crop circles had their own scientists. And these scientists were absolutely certain about one thing: the circles were not man-made.


Pat Delgado was a retired engineer who had worked on NASA tracking stations. Colin Andrews was an electrical engineer. Together, they spent years studying the circles — measuring them, photographing them, analysing the wheat stalks under microscopes.



 [image: Two researchers in a crop circle in the 1980s, kneeling down to examine bent wheat stalks with measuring equipment]
 
 Researchers examining a crop circle in the late 1980s. They measured the angle of every bent stalk, looking for clues to how the circles were made. They were sure humans couldn't have done it. What do you think they missed?
 


In 1989, Delgado and Andrews published a book called Circular Evidence. It became a bestseller. In it, they listed the reasons why the circles could not be hoaxes:


The wheat stalks were bent, not broken. If a person had trampled them, the stalks would snap. Instead, they were gently folded at the base, as if something had softened them from inside.


The circles were geometrically perfect. Delgado and Andrews measured them and found that the proportions matched precise mathematical ratios. No person walking in the dark, they argued, could achieve that level of accuracy.


There were never any footprints. The soil around and inside the circles was undisturbed. Whoever or whatever made them had left no physical trace.


It was a compelling case. And the public believed it.



 Word Unlock

 Confirmation Bias
 When you already believe something, your brain naturally notices evidence that supports your belief and ignores evidence that contradicts it. It's not lying — it's how human brains work. It happens to scientists, detectives, and ordinary people every day. And it happened to the crop circle researchers.




But here's what Delgado and Andrews didn't do. They never seriously tried to make a circle themselves to see if their "impossible" claims were actually true. They never asked: could a person with a plank produce bent-but-not-broken stalks? Could a person using tractor tracks avoid leaving footprints? Could a piece of wire on a baseball cap produce mathematical precision?


They had decided what the answer was. They were looking for evidence to support it.



 Detective Challenge

 Delgado and Andrews were trained engineers — smart, methodical people who understood how to test things. Why do you think they never tried the simplest experiment of all: going into a field at night with a plank of wood to see if they could make a circle themselves?




Meanwhile, a meteorologist named Dr Terence Meaden proposed a different theory. He believed the circles were caused by a previously unknown weather phenomenon — a "plasma vortex," a spinning column of electrically charged air that descended from the sky and flattened the crops in a perfect spiral.


It sounded scientific. It sounded plausible. There was just one problem.


Nobody had ever observed a plasma vortex. Nobody had ever recorded one. Nobody could explain why they would appear only in the wheat fields of southern England, and only during the summer months.


Dr Meaden was so confident in his theory that he wrote an entire book about it.


Doug and Dave read the book. Then they went out and made a rectangular crop formation — just to see what Dr Meaden would say about a plasma vortex making a rectangle.


He said nothing. He quietly stopped talking about plasma vortices.

 

Chapter 5
 The Evidence

 What clues were hiding in plain sight — and why did it take so long for anyone to see them?

 For fifteen years, Doug Bower and Dave Chorley left clues everywhere. Not on purpose — they were just two men having fun. But the evidence was always there, waiting for someone to notice.


Here is what the evidence actually showed.



 Evidence Card

 The Location Pattern (1976–1991)

 Almost every crop circle in the early years appeared within a forty-mile radius of Doug Bower's home in Southampton, Hampshire. They clustered along the roads Doug and Dave would drive on Friday nights. When Doug was away on holiday, no new circles appeared.

 Discovered only after the confession: the geographic pattern perfectly matched Doug and Dave's driving routes.




If an alien spacecraft or a mysterious weather phenomenon were creating the circles, there was no reason for them to concentrate around one small corner of Hampshire. But nobody plotted the locations on a map until after the confession.



 [image: A map of southern England showing crop circle locations clustered around Southampton and Hampshire]
 
 Crop circle locations in the 1980s, plotted on a map. Notice how they cluster in one area of Hampshire. What does this pattern tell you?
 


Then there was the wheat itself. Delgado and Andrews had insisted that the stalks were bent, not broken — proof that no human foot could have made them. But wheat stalks bend naturally when pressed firmly at the base. A plank pushed steadily across them folds them over. It doesn't snap them. Any farmer could have told the researchers this. But nobody asked the farmers.



 Detective Challenge

 The researchers examined the wheat stalks under microscopes but never asked local farmers whether wheat bends or breaks when you press it down. Why do you think the scientists went straight to microscopes instead of asking the people who worked with wheat every day?




The "no footprints" claim was equally fragile. Every wheat field has tractor tramlines — straight tracks where the farmer's machinery has already flattened the crop. Doug and Dave simply walked along these tracks to enter and leave the field. Anyone could have checked whether the tramlines led to the circle. Nobody did.


The Escalation Clue


There was another clue that nobody noticed at the time: the circles were getting more complex every year, in exactly the way a hoaxer's work would improve.


In 1978, the formations were rough circles. By 1983, they had satellite circles. By 1986, they had connecting lines. By 1990, they included pictograms — elaborate shapes that looked like symbols or diagrams.


This was not a pattern you'd expect from aliens or weather. It was the pattern of two men who were getting better at their craft, who were challenging themselves, and who were reading the newspaper coverage and thinking: let's see if we can top that.



 Case File Extra

 Doug Bower later admitted that he deliberately designed more complex patterns in response to what the researchers were claiming. When scientists said "no human could make a formation with straight lines," Doug went out and made one with straight lines. When they said "quintuplet patterns prove alien intelligence," Doug made a quintuplet the following Friday.




Every claim the experts made about what was impossible, Doug and Dave quietly proved wrong — and then waited for the experts to come up with a new explanation.


The evidence for a hoax was everywhere. But the people looking at the evidence had already decided what they wanted to find.



 Detective Challenge

 The clues — the geographic pattern, the improving complexity, the gaps when Doug was on holiday — were all available at the time. What would you have needed to do to spot them? And why do you think nobody did?



 

Chapter 6
 The Theories

 From alien spacecraft to invisible whirlwinds — what did people believe was making the circles, and why did each theory seem so convincing?

 By the late 1980s, crop circles had become one of the biggest mysteries in the world. And the theories were getting wilder every year.


Here are the four main explanations that people believed — and why each one made sense to the people who believed it.


Theory 1: Alien Visitors


The most popular theory was the simplest: aliens were making the circles. Believers pointed to the precision of the patterns, the lack of footprints, and the fact that nobody ever saw them being made. If no human could have done it, then something non-human must have.


UFO researchers linked the circles to reports of strange lights seen over the fields at night. Some claimed the circles were landing marks. Others said they were messages — an alien intelligence trying to communicate through geometry.



 [image: Four panels showing different crop circle theories: an alien spacecraft, a weather vortex, Earth energy lines, and two men with planks]
 
 The four main theories people believed about crop circles. Only one of them turned out to be right. But notice something: each theory says more about the people who believed it than about the circles themselves.
 


The alien theory had a fatal flaw. If an advanced civilisation wanted to communicate with humanity, why would they write messages in wheat fields in Hampshire? And why would the messages only appear during the English summer, when the wheat was tall enough to flatten?



 "If aliens are trying to talk to us, they've chosen a very strange medium. It's like sending a letter by stamping it into someone's lawn."
 — A skeptic quoted in The Independent, 1990



Theory 2: The Plasma Vortex


Dr Terence Meaden's plasma vortex theory was the most "scientific." He proposed that a spinning tube of electrically charged air could descend from the sky and flatten crops in a circular pattern. It had never been observed, but Meaden argued it was a rare natural phenomenon.


The theory worked well for simple circles. But every time Doug and Dave made a more complex formation — a quintuplet, a straight line, a pictogram — the theory collapsed a little further. A plasma vortex cannot make a straight line. It cannot make a pictogram. Meaden quietly retreated.



 Detective Challenge

 Dr Meaden kept adjusting his plasma vortex theory every time a new type of crop circle appeared. At what point does adjusting a theory to fit every new piece of evidence stop being good science and start being something else?




Theory 3: Earth Energy


A third group of believers thought the circles were connected to "ley lines" — invisible lines of energy that they believed criss-crossed the landscape, connecting ancient sites like Stonehenge and Avebury. Crop circles, they said, appeared where these energy lines crossed.


The problem with this theory was that ley lines themselves have never been scientifically demonstrated to exist. It was an explanation built on top of another unexplained claim.


Theory 4: Human Hoaxers


The simplest explanation — that people were making them — was the one that almost nobody believed. It was dismissed as impossible, laughable, and insulting to the serious researchers who had devoted years to studying the phenomenon.


Pat Delgado said flatly: "No human being could create formations of this complexity and precision in a single night."


He was about to be proven wrong.

 

Chapter 7
 The Confession

 How did two retired men finally prove to the world that they had been behind the mystery all along?

 By 1991, Doug Bower was getting tired.


He was sixty-seven years old. His knees hurt. Spending Friday nights crawling through wheat fields in the dark was not as much fun as it used to be. But there was another reason Doug wanted to stop.


Nobody believed it was possible.


For fifteen years, Doug and Dave had watched scientists, journalists, and researchers build an entire mythology around their work. Books had been written. Television documentaries had been filmed. Careers had been built on studying their circles. And the one thing everybody agreed on was that no ordinary person could have made them.


Doug wanted to prove them all wrong.


In September 1991, Doug and Dave contacted the Today newspaper — one of Britain's biggest tabloids. They told the reporter, Graham Brough, everything. Where they started. How they did it. Why they did it. And they offered to prove it.



 [image: Doug Bower and Dave Chorley demonstrating crop circle making with their stomper board in a field, watched by journalists and cameras]
 
 Doug Bower (left) and Dave Chorley demonstrating their technique for journalists in September 1991. The plank, the rope, and the baseball cap sight — everything needed to make a "mysterious" crop circle. Notice the journalists watching. How many of them do you think believed it?
 


The newspaper arranged a test. Doug and Dave would make a crop circle in a field, and Pat Delgado — the expert who had declared crop circles impossible to fake — would be invited to examine it without knowing who made it.


Doug and Dave went to work. In a few hours, using nothing but their stomper boards, rope, and the wire sight on Doug's cap, they created a large, complex formation.


Pat Delgado arrived the next morning. He examined the circle carefully. He measured it. He checked the wheat stalks. He looked for all the signs he had described in his bestselling book.



 "No human beings could have done this."
 — Pat Delgado, examining a circle he did not know was made by Doug and Dave



Then the journalists told him the truth.


The circle he had just declared impossible to fake had been made by two retired men with a plank of wood.



 Detective Challenge

 When Pat Delgado examined Doug and Dave's test circle, he used all the same methods he'd used for years. He checked every detail and declared it genuine. What does this tell you about his methods — were they actually testing what he thought they were testing?




The Aftermath


The story went around the world. "The Men Who Conned the World," read one headline. Doug and Dave appeared on television, demonstrated their technique, and showed their scrapbooks full of press clippings.


Some people accepted it. The mystery was over. Two clever pranksters had fooled everyone.


But something unexpected happened. Not everyone believed the confession.



 Case File Extra

 When Doug and Dave confessed, Colin Andrews — co-author of Circular Evidence — didn't accept it. He said the two men might have made some circles, but the "genuine" ones were still unexplained. He estimated that 80% of circles were hoaxes, but 20% were real. He never explained how he could tell the difference.




Some cereologists refused to accept the confession at all. They said Doug and Dave were too old, too slow, and too ordinary to have created the complex formations. They argued that some circles were "genuine" — made by unknown forces — and that Doug and Dave had merely copied them.


The two men who had created the mystery were now being told they couldn't possibly have created it.


The world had spent fifteen years building a belief. Two men with a plank of wood were not enough to knock it down.

 

Chapter 8
 After the Confession

 The hoax was revealed — so why didn't the crop circles stop?

 Here is the strangest part of the crop circle story. After Doug and Dave confessed, the circles did not stop.


They got more complex.


By the mid-1990s, crop formations were appearing that dwarfed anything Doug and Dave had ever made. Giant fractals — mathematical patterns that repeat at smaller and smaller scales. Three-dimensional optical illusions. Formations spanning hundreds of metres, containing dozens of interlocking shapes.



 [image: An enormous, elaborate geometric crop circle formation featuring nested circles, spirals, and mathematical patterns in a vast wheat field]
 
 A crop circle from the late 1990s. Far more complex than anything Doug and Dave ever made. But the techniques were the same — planks, rope, and careful planning. What changed was the number of people making them.
 


Doug and Dave had inspired something. Other people had been watching. Other people had been learning. And when the two original circle-makers retired, a new generation took over.


Teams like the Circlemakers, led by an artist named John Lundberg, began creating enormous formations that were openly designed as art. Lundberg's team used the same basic tools — planks and rope — but added detailed planning, measured diagrams, and teams of six or eight people working together.



 Word Unlock

 Fractal
 A shape where the same pattern repeats at smaller and smaller scales — like a fern leaf, where each branch looks like a tiny copy of the whole fern. Some crop circles in the 1990s reproduced famous fractal patterns with stunning accuracy. They were made by teams of people who had studied the mathematics first and planned every step.




Lundberg was open about what he did. He wrote articles about crop circle making. He gave interviews. He even took commissions from companies who wanted crop circles as advertisements. But he also said something fascinating: the art only worked because people wanted to believe.



 "The magic is in the not-knowing. People don't want to see the plank. They want to see the mystery."
 — John Lundberg, Circlemakers



And the believers didn't go away. Even after Doug and Dave's confession, even after teams like the Circlemakers openly demonstrated how it was done, a community of people continued to insist that some circles were "genuine" — made by unknown forces, not by human hands.



 Detective Challenge

 John Lundberg says "the magic is in the not-knowing." Why do you think some people preferred the mystery to the answer? Is there something about not knowing that is more exciting than knowing the truth?




What We Know Now


Today, the crop circle story has a clear answer — and a lingering question.


The clear answer: crop circles are made by people. Doug and Dave started it. Others continued it. The tools are simple. The technique is learnable. No formation has ever been proven to be beyond human capability.


The lingering question: why did so many people, including trained scientists, believe so passionately that it couldn't be a hoax? And why do some people still believe, even now?



 The Case So Far

 
 	In 1976, Doug Bower and Dave Chorley began making crop circles in Hampshire wheat fields, inspired by an Australian "saucer nest" photograph from 1966.

 	They used wooden planks ("stomper boards"), rope, and a wire sight on a baseball cap. They entered fields via tractor tramlines to avoid footprints.

 	By the late 1980s, hundreds of circles were appearing each summer. Scientists declared them impossible to fake.

 	Pat Delgado and Colin Andrews published Circular Evidence (1989), a bestseller arguing no human could make the formations.

 	In September 1991, Doug and Dave confessed to the Today newspaper and demonstrated their technique. Pat Delgado examined their test circle and declared it genuine — before learning who made it.

 	After the confession, other teams continued making circles. The formations grew more complex, but the techniques remained the same.

 	No crop circle has ever been proven to be beyond human capability.

 

 Now it's your turn. What do you think happened?



 

Chapter 9
 Think Like a Detective

 Now that you know everything — what do you think is the real mystery behind the crop circles?

 You have all the evidence now. You know what Doug and Dave did, how they did it, and how long they kept it secret. You know what the scientists believed, and you know how they were proven wrong.


But the crop circle story isn't really about wheat.


It's about something much more interesting. It's about why people believe.



 [image: An aerial view of a vast wheat field with a single perfect crop circle, seen at golden hour with long shadows]
 
 A crop circle at sunset. Beautiful, mysterious, and entirely man-made. But does knowing the truth make it less extraordinary — or more?
 


Think about what happened in this story. Two ordinary men — not scientists, not engineers, not masterminds — managed to create a worldwide phenomenon using the simplest tools imaginable. And they weren't caught for fifteen years.


But they weren't caught because nobody was looking for them. The researchers were looking for alien spacecraft. The meteorologists were looking for plasma vortices. The mystics were looking for Earth energy. Everyone was looking up, or down, or far away — and nobody was looking at the two retired men having a pint at the pub.



 Detective Challenge

 Here is the hardest question in this book. Doug and Dave confessed in 1991. They demonstrated exactly how they did it. Pat Delgado examined their test circle and couldn't tell the difference. And yet, some experts still refused to believe them. Why? What is it about human nature that makes people hold onto a belief even when the evidence says it's wrong?




The crop circle mystery teaches us something important about how humans think. When we want something to be true — really want it — our brains help us believe it. We notice the evidence that supports our belief. We ignore the evidence that contradicts it. We find complicated explanations for simple things, because the complicated explanation is more exciting.


Scientists call this confirmation bias. And it doesn't just happen to cereologists and UFO believers. It happens to all of us, every day. It's one of the most powerful forces in human thinking — and one of the hardest to fight.



 "The first principle is that you must not fool yourself — and you are the easiest person to fool."
 — Richard Feynman, Nobel Prize-winning physicist



Doug Bower died in 2018, at the age of ninety-four. He spent the last decades of his life giving interviews, attending crop circle conferences, and gently reminding people that he had started the whole thing with a plank of wood and a sense of humour.


Some people still didn't believe him.


And maybe that's the real mystery. Not how the circles were made — we know that. But why, even when we know the truth, we sometimes choose not to accept it.



 The Case Is Yours

 You've read the evidence. You've heard the theories. Now it's your turn.

 Doug and Dave proved the circles were man-made — but millions of people had already built a belief around them. Was the real hoax the circles themselves, or was it the story people told about them? And when someone proves your belief is wrong, what is the right thing to do?



 

About This Book

 The Crop Circle Makers is a narrative non-fiction book for young readers ages 8–12. All events, dates, and people are real. The story is told in a way that makes history exciting while teaching critical thinking.

 ***

 This book is part of HistorIQly Jr. — history's greatest mysteries, written for curious young detectives.

 Visit jr.historiqly.com for more books.

 • • •
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