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 HistorIQly Jr.

 The Island of Giants

 Who Carved 900 Giant Heads — and Where Did Their Makers Go?

 
 A history mystery for young detectives ages 8–12

 
 HistorIQly Jr.

 


"We could not understand how it was possible that people who are destitute of heavy or thick timber, and also of stout cordage, had been able to erect them."

 — Jacob Roggeveen, 1722



Chapter 1
 The Statues That Stared Back

 What did a Dutch explorer find on a tiny island in the middle of nowhere — and why couldn't he explain it?

 On Easter Sunday, 1722, a Dutch ship appeared on the horizon of the most remote inhabited island on Earth.


Captain Jacob Roggeveen was not looking for this island. He was looking for a legendary southern continent. He had three ships and 223 men, and they had been sailing for weeks across empty Pacific Ocean with nothing but water in every direction.


Then, just as the sun was setting, a lookout spotted land.



 [image: Illustration of a Dutch sailing ship approaching a small volcanic island at sunset, with giant stone statues visible along the coastline]
 
 Roggeveen's ships approaching Easter Island at sunset, April 1722. The crew had expected empty ocean. Instead, they found an island lined with enormous stone figures. What would you think if you saw this from the deck of a ship?
 


The island was small — barely 25 kilometres long. It was volcanic, windswept, and almost completely treeless. There were no harbours and no rivers. It looked, from the ship, like one of the most inhospitable places on the planet.


But along the coastline, standing in rows on enormous stone platforms, were statues.


Giant statues.


They had huge heads, long faces, and heavy brows. Some were over ten metres tall — as high as a three-storey building. They weighed as much as small houses. And they were staring inland, away from the sea, watching over the island as if they were guarding it.



 Case File Extra

 Easter Island is the most remote inhabited island on Earth. The nearest neighbours are on Pitcairn Island — over 2,000 kilometres away. The nearest city on the mainland of South America is over 3,500 kilometres away. The flight from Chile takes five hours over open ocean with absolutely nothing in between.




Roggeveen was astonished. He wrote in his ship's log that the statues "filled us with wonder." He could not understand how the islanders — who had no heavy timber, no metal tools, and no thick rope — could have built anything like this.



 "We could not understand how it was possible that people who are destitute of heavy or thick timber, and also of stout cordage, had been able to erect them."
 — Jacob Roggeveen, 1722



His crew went ashore on April 10th. They found about two to three thousand people living in simple huts. The islanders had no metal and almost no trees. And yet somehow, scattered across this tiny, barren island, stood nearly a thousand colossal stone figures.


Someone had carved them. Someone had moved them. And nobody could explain how.


Three hundred years later, we are still arguing about the answer.

 

Chapter 2
 The People Who Found an Empty World

 Who were the original islanders — and how did they reach the most isolated island on Earth?

 In about 1200 AD — around the same time that Genghis Khan was conquering Asia and the great cathedrals of Europe were being built — a group of Polynesian sailors set out across the Pacific Ocean in double-hulled canoes.


They were some of the greatest navigators the world has ever known. They read the stars, the ocean currents, the flight paths of birds, and the patterns of waves bouncing off distant land. They had no compasses, no maps, and no GPS. They had their eyes, their knowledge, and their courage.



 [image: Illustration of Polynesian navigators in a double-hulled canoe sailing across open ocean under a star-filled sky, with a volcanic island visible on the horizon]
 
 Polynesian navigators sailing across the open Pacific. They could read the stars, waves, and bird flight paths to find islands thousands of kilometres away. How brave would you need to be to sail into the unknown like this?
 


Somewhere in the vastness of the Pacific — perhaps from the Marquesas Islands or Mangareva, over 2,500 kilometres away — they found a small volcanic island that had never been touched by human beings.


They called it Rapa Nui.



 Word Unlock

 Rapa Nui
 The real name of Easter Island, used by the people who live there. It is also the name of the people themselves and their language. "Easter Island" is the European name, given because Jacob Roggeveen arrived on Easter Sunday. Most Rapa Nui people prefer their own name for their home.




When the first settlers arrived, the island was covered in forests. A tall palm tree — the Rapa Nui palm, now completely extinct — grew in their millions across the island. There were birds, rich volcanic soil, and fish in the surrounding ocean. It was a good place to live.


The settlers planted crops — sweet potatoes, bananas, taro, and sugar cane. They brought chickens. They also brought something else, by accident, that would change the island's future forever: Polynesian rats.


The population grew. And at some point — nobody knows exactly when — the Rapa Nui began carving statues.



 Case File Extra

 DNA evidence has confirmed that the Rapa Nui people came from Polynesia — not from South America, as the famous explorer Thor Heyerdahl believed. In 1947, Heyerdahl sailed a balsa raft called Kon-Tiki from Peru to prove South Americans could have reached the Pacific islands. It was an incredible journey — but his theory about where the Rapa Nui came from turned out to be wrong.




The statues were not decorations. They were not toys or trophies. They were the aringa ora — the "living faces" of deified ancestors. Each statue represented a powerful chief or elder who had died. The Rapa Nui believed that by carving their ancestor's face in stone and placing it on a platform, the ancestor's spirit — their mana, or spiritual power — would watch over and protect the living.


The statues did not face out to sea. They faced inland. They watched over their people.


And over the next three hundred years, the Rapa Nui carved nearly a thousand of them.


The question that would puzzle the world for centuries was not why they built them. It was how.

 

Chapter 3
 A Mountain Full of Giants

 Where were the statues made — and what did the carvers leave behind?

 Almost every single moai on Easter Island came from the same place: a volcanic crater called Rano Raraku.


It is one of the most extraordinary sights on Earth.


The slopes of Rano Raraku are covered with statues in every possible stage of creation. Some are completely finished, standing upright in the soil as if waiting to leave. Some are half-carved, still attached to the bedrock by a ridge of stone along their backs. Some are barely started — just the outline of a face emerging from the rock.



 [image: Illustration of the Rano Raraku quarry hillside with dozens of moai statues in various stages of carving, some standing upright, some half-carved into the cliff face]
 
 The quarry at Rano Raraku. Nearly 400 statues remain here — some finished and standing, some half-carved into the cliff. It looks as though the carvers stopped work one day and never came back. Why do you think they stopped?
 


There are nearly four hundred statues still at Rano Raraku. It looks as though an entire workforce put down their tools one day and walked away.



 Word Unlock

 Moai
 The name for the giant stone statues of Easter Island. Pronounced "MOH-eye." Each moai represents the face of a deified ancestor — a powerful chief or elder whose spirit was believed to protect the living. There are nearly a thousand moai on the island.




The stone the carvers used is called volcanic tuff — compressed volcanic ash. It is surprisingly soft when freshly exposed to air, which made it possible to carve with stone hand picks called toki. About 95 per cent of all moai were carved from this one quarry.


The average moai is about four metres tall — roughly the height of a giraffe — and weighs around 12 tonnes, as heavy as two African elephants. But the biggest ones were far larger. The tallest moai ever erected, called Paro, stood almost ten metres high and weighed 82 tonnes.


And then there is the one they never finished.


El Gigante


Deep in the quarry, still attached to the bedrock, lies the largest moai ever attempted. It is called Te Tokanga — sometimes known as "El Gigante." It is 21 metres long. That is about as tall as a seven-storey building. If it had ever been finished and moved, it would have weighed around 170 tonnes.


Nobody knows for certain why it was abandoned. Perhaps the carvers realised it was simply too enormous to move. Perhaps something else happened — something that stopped all the carving at Rano Raraku at once.



 Case File Extra

 The famous Easter Island "heads" are not just heads. They are full statues with torsos, arms, and hands. Over the centuries, soil gradually buried them up to their shoulders, creating the famous illusion that they were only heads. Thor Heyerdahl's team dug them out in the 1950s and the world was amazed — the "heads" had bodies all along.




But the real puzzle was not the carving. Stone can be carved with patience and skill, even without metal tools.


The real puzzle was the moving.


The finished moai were found all around the island's coast, standing on massive stone platforms called ahu. Some were over ten kilometres from the quarry. Remember: these statues weigh as much as a loaded freight truck. The island had no wheels, no draft animals, no cranes, and — by the time Europeans arrived — almost no trees.


How do you move a 12-tonne stone statue ten kilometres across rough volcanic terrain with nothing but human muscle?


For two hundred years, that question baffled everyone who tried to answer it.

 

Chapter 4
 The Theories That Got It Wrong

 Why did so many people refuse to believe the Rapa Nui could have built the moai themselves?

 When Europeans first saw the moai, they made a quick judgement. They looked at the small, isolated community living in simple huts. They looked at the colossal statues. And they decided that these people could not possibly have built them.


They were wrong. But the idea stuck for centuries.



 [image: Illustration showing various fantastical theories about the moai: aliens with a UFO, a lost advanced civilization, and logs being used as rollers — all crossed out, with Rapa Nui carvers working in the background]
 
 Over the centuries, people came up with wild explanations for the moai — from aliens to lost civilisations. The real builders were the Rapa Nui people themselves. Why do you think outsiders had such a hard time believing that?
 


Some writers claimed the moai were built by a lost advanced civilisation — like Atlantis — that vanished before recorded history. Others suggested visitors from South America. A few even claimed aliens were responsible. Books were written. Television programmes were made. Millions of people watched and believed.



 Case File Extra

 Thor Heyerdahl, the famous Norwegian explorer, believed South Americans had sailed to Easter Island and built the statues. In 1947, he drifted 6,900 kilometres across the Pacific on a balsa raft called Kon-Tiki to prove the journey was possible. It was an incredible adventure — but DNA testing has since confirmed that the Rapa Nui were Polynesian, not South American. Heyerdahl was a brilliant explorer who was wrong about where the builders came from.




The most popular theory for decades was the "log roller" idea. Scientists imagined the Rapa Nui cutting down trees, laying them on the ground like railway tracks, and rolling the statues across them lying on their backs. This theory seemed sensible — until you thought about it carefully.


It would require enormous amounts of timber. The island had once been covered in forests, but by the time Europeans arrived, there were almost no trees left. So the theory seemed to explain both the statues and the missing trees at the same time: the Rapa Nui must have cut down all the trees to move the statues, and then their civilisation collapsed because they had destroyed their own environment.



 Detective Challenge

 Many outsiders assumed the Rapa Nui could not have built the moai because the islanders seemed "too simple" when Europeans arrived. But the evidence shows the Rapa Nui were skilled engineers and navigators. Why do you think people found it easier to believe in aliens or lost civilisations than to give credit to the actual builders?




This story — that the Rapa Nui destroyed themselves by cutting down their own forests — became one of the most famous cautionary tales in the world. In 2005, a scientist named Jared Diamond wrote a bestselling book called Collapse that used Easter Island as the ultimate example of environmental self-destruction.


The message was powerful: look what happens when humans destroy their own environment. They build great things. Then they lose everything.


It was a dramatic story. It was easy to understand. It felt important.


But there was a problem.


Not all of it was true.

 

Chapter 5
 The Clues in the Ground

 What does the physical evidence actually tell us about how the moai were moved?

 If you want to solve a mystery, you need to look at the evidence — not the theories. The evidence for how the moai were moved has been lying on the ground for centuries. Most people just were not looking at it the right way.


Here is what investigators found.


The Ancient Roads


Scattered across the island are over 25 kilometres of ancient roads — wide, flat paths that lead from the Rano Raraku quarry outward toward the coast. The roads are about four and a half metres wide, with a distinctive bowl-shaped cross-section — higher at the edges, lower in the middle.



 [image: Illustration of an ancient road on Easter Island with fallen moai statues along its edges, some face-down and some on their backs, with the Rano Raraku quarry visible in the background]
 
 An ancient moai road leading away from the Rano Raraku quarry. Notice the fallen statues along the edges. The way they fell — face-down on downhill slopes, on their backs going uphill — is a vital clue. What does that pattern tell you?
 


Along these roads, archaeologists found something crucial: fallen moai. About sixty statues lie scattered along the ancient paths, as if they toppled during transport. And the pattern of how they fell is extraordinary.



 Evidence Card

 The Fallen Road Moai (~60 statues)

 Where the roads slope downhill, fallen moai lie face-down. Where the roads go uphill, they lie on their backs. About 70% have fractures on their sides — from lateral rocking — not scraping marks from dragging.

 This pattern is consistent with statues that were transported upright and fell forward (downhill) or backward (uphill) — exactly what you would expect if they were "walked."




Think about that for a moment. If the statues had been dragged lying down on log rollers, they would all have fallen the same way. But they did not. The pattern of fallen statues matches something being moved upright and losing its balance.



 Detective Challenge

 The fallen moai lie face-down on downhill slopes and on their backs on uphill slopes. Imagine you are standing upright on a hill and you start to tip over. Which way would you fall going downhill? Which way going uphill? Does the evidence match your answer?




There was another clue hiding in plain sight. The moai themselves have a peculiar shape. They are not flat on the bottom like a column. Their bases are curved — almost D-shaped — and the statues lean slightly forward. For decades, scientists assumed this was just a design choice.


It was not a design choice. It was engineering.


A D-shaped base and a forward lean are exactly what you need if you want something to rock from side to side — like a wobbling refrigerator being shuffled across a kitchen floor.


The Rapa Nui had known this all along. When outsiders asked them how the statues had been moved, the islanders always gave the same answer.



 The statues "walked."
 — Rapa Nui oral tradition



For centuries, nobody believed them.


Then, in 2011, two scientists decided to test whether the islanders had been telling the truth the entire time.

 

Chapter 6
 Did They Really Walk?

 How did two scientists prove that 18 people could move a giant statue with nothing but rope?

 In 2011, two archaeologists — Carl Lipo from California State University, Long Beach and Terry Hunt from the University of Hawai'i at Mānoa — built a replica moai. It weighed 4.35 tonnes. It had the same D-shaped base and forward lean as the real ones.


Then they tried to make it walk.



 [image: Illustration of a team of people using three ropes to rock a moai statue upright, walking it forward in a side-to-side waddling motion along a dirt path]
 
 The 2011 walking experiment. A team of 18 people used three hemp ropes to rock a replica moai from side to side, walking it 100 metres in under an hour. The Rapa Nui had been right all along. Could you walk a statue?
 


They attached three strong hemp ropes to the statue. One rope was held by a team behind the moai, acting as a brake to stop it falling forward on its face. The other two ropes were held by teams on either side. By pulling alternately — left, right, left, right — they rocked the statue from side to side in a controlled waddle.


It worked.


A team of just 18 people walked the replica moai 100 metres in under an hour. No logs. No sledges. No rollers. Just ropes, teamwork, and a statue designed to move exactly this way.



 Word Unlock

 Hypothesis
 A scientific idea that can be tested with evidence and experiments. A hypothesis is not a guess — it is an educated explanation that scientists try to prove or disprove. Lipo and Hunt's "walking moai" hypothesis was tested by actually walking a moai.




The experiment explained almost everything. It explained why the roads were bowl-shaped — the curved surface helped the statue rock. It explained why the fallen road moai had side fractures — from the rocking motion. It explained why the statues had D-shaped bases and a forward lean — those features were not artistic choices. They were transport engineering, built into the design from the start.



 Detective Challenge

 The Rapa Nui always said the statues "walked." For centuries, outsiders dismissed this as a myth or legend. It turned out to be a precise description of the actual method. Can you think of other times when local or traditional knowledge was dismissed by outsiders, only to be proven right later?




But the walking theory also challenged the most famous story about Easter Island: the idea that the Rapa Nui destroyed their own forests to move the statues.


If the moai walked upright, they did not need log rollers. If they did not need log rollers, then maybe the Rapa Nui did not cut down all the trees to move statues.


So what did happen to the trees?


Lipo and Hunt had a surprising answer. And it involved a very small animal with a very big appetite.

 

Chapter 7
 The Rats, the Trees, and the Truth

 Did the Rapa Nui really destroy their own island — or is that story wrong?

 For years, the most popular story about Easter Island went like this: the Rapa Nui grew their population too large, cut down all their trees to build canoes and move statues, destroyed their environment, fought wars, and collapsed into starvation and chaos. By the time Europeans arrived, they were a shadow of their former selves — a warning to all humanity about what happens when you destroy your own world.


It is a powerful story. It has been told in books, documentaries, and classrooms around the world.


But newer research suggests it may be mostly wrong.



 [image: Illustration of a small Polynesian rat gnawing on a palm seed at the base of a tall Rapa Nui palm tree, with a lush forest in the background gradually fading to barren landscape]
 
 A Polynesian rat gnawing on a palm seed. These small stowaways arrived with the first settlers and reproduced rapidly. They ate the seeds of the native palm trees, preventing the forests from regrowing. Could something so small really destroy an entire forest?
 


The Rat Hypothesis


When the first Polynesian settlers arrived on Rapa Nui around 1200 AD, they accidentally brought Polynesian rats — small, brown rats that stowed away on the canoes. On an island with no predators, the rats multiplied rapidly. And they ate the seeds of the native Rapa Nui palm.


Without seeds, the palm trees could not reproduce. Even if the Rapa Nui had never cut down a single tree, the rats alone could have prevented the forest from regrowing. Over centuries, as old trees died and no new ones replaced them, the forests slowly disappeared.



 Detective Challenge

 Two stories try to explain the same evidence — missing trees. The old story says the Rapa Nui cut them all down. The new story says rats ate the seeds so new trees could not grow. Both could partly be true. What extra evidence would you look for to decide which story explains more of what happened?




But here is the part that really changes the story. Lipo and Hunt found evidence that the Rapa Nui adapted to the loss of their forests. They did not simply collapse. They invented new ways to farm.


Archaeologists discovered thousands of rock gardens across the island — small plots of land covered in broken volcanic stone. The rocks protected the soil from wind, retained moisture, and slowly released minerals as they weathered. It was a brilliant farming technique called lithic mulching, and it allowed the Rapa Nui to grow crops even without forest cover.



 Word Unlock

 Lithic Mulching
 A farming technique where broken rocks are spread across soil to protect it. "Lithic" means "relating to stone." The rocks stop wind from blowing away the topsoil, keep moisture in the ground, and release minerals as they slowly break down. The Rapa Nui used this technique across their island after the trees disappeared.




The Rapa Nui were not reckless destroyers. They were innovators. They adapted. Their population was probably never as high as 15,000, as some earlier scientists claimed — more recent research suggests it peaked at around 3,000 to 4,000 people.


So if the Rapa Nui did not destroy themselves — what did happen?


The answer is darker than the old story. And it did not come from inside the island.


It came from outside.

 

Chapter 8
 What Really Destroyed Rapa Nui

 If the Rapa Nui didn't destroy themselves — who did?

 When Jacob Roggeveen arrived in 1722, he estimated two to three thousand people were living on the island. Moai were still standing on their platforms. People were farming, fishing, and worshipping at the statues. The island was not a paradise — the forests were gone and resources were limited — but it was not a wasteland either. It was a functioning society.


Fifty-two years later, in 1774, the famous British explorer Captain James Cook visited. He found a smaller, poorer population. Some moai had fallen. Cook described the islanders as "small, lean, timid and miserable."


Something had changed. But the worst was still to come.



 [image: Illustration of Peruvian ships anchored off Easter Island's coast in 1862, with small boats rowing to shore, depicting the devastating slave raids]
 
 Peruvian slave ships off the coast of Rapa Nui, December 1862. In a single series of raids, about 1,500 islanders — one-third of the entire population — were captured and taken to work in guano mines. Most never returned.
 


The Slave Raids


In December 1862, Peruvian slave ships arrived at Rapa Nui. Over a series of brutal raids, they captured approximately 1,500 islanders — about one-third of the entire population. The captives were taken to Peru and forced to work in the guano mines, digging dried bird droppings used as fertiliser. The conditions were appalling. Most of the captured Rapa Nui died.


Among those taken were the island's ariki — the chiefs and priests who held the community's knowledge, including the last people who could read the mysterious rongorongo script. When they died in the mines, centuries of knowledge died with them.



 Detective Challenge

 The old story says the Rapa Nui destroyed themselves by cutting down trees. The newer evidence suggests European contact — diseases, slave raids, and colonisation — caused the real population collapse. Why do you think the "self-destruction" story became more popular than the "outside destruction" story? Who benefits from each version?




When international pressure forced Peru to return the surviving captives, the few who made it back brought smallpox with them. The disease swept across the island. By 1877, only 111 Rapa Nui people were left alive.


One hundred and eleven. Out of a community that had thrived for over five hundred years.


In 1888, Chile annexed the island. For decades afterward, the remaining Rapa Nui were confined to a single village — Hanga Roa — while the rest of their island was used as a sheep ranch.



 Case File Extra

 The Rapa Nui developed a mysterious writing system called rongorongo that nobody on Earth can read today. Fewer than 30 wooden objects with this writing survive — none on Easter Island itself. In 2024, scientists radiocarbon-dated one tablet's wood to between 1493 and 1509, suggesting the script may have been invented before Europeans ever reached the island. If true, it would be one of only a handful of times in all of human history that writing was independently invented from scratch.





 The Case So Far

 
 	Polynesian navigators settled Rapa Nui around 1200 AD and carved nearly a thousand giant moai from volcanic rock at Rano Raraku.

 	The moai were transported upright — "walked" with ropes by teams of people — not dragged on log rollers. Scientists proved this in 2011.

 	The island's forests disappeared, likely due to a combination of human clearing and Polynesian rats eating palm seeds.

 	The Rapa Nui adapted to deforestation with innovative farming techniques — they did not simply collapse.

 	The real catastrophe came from outside: European diseases and Peruvian slave raids reduced the population from thousands to just 111 by 1877.

 	The last people who could read the rongorongo script died in the slave raids. Their knowledge was lost forever.

 

 Now it's your turn. What do you think really happened on Rapa Nui?




Today, Rapa Nui is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The moai still stand — some restored, some fallen, some still buried to their shoulders in the earth at Rano Raraku. About 8,000 people live on the island, and the Rapa Nui culture is experiencing a revival.


But the full story of what happened on this island — and who is responsible for its near-destruction — depends on which evidence you believe and whose story you trust.

 

Chapter 9
 Think Like a Detective

 Now that you know everything — what do you think really happened on Rapa Nui?

 You have now read the whole story. You know who settled the island, how they built the moai, how the statues moved, and what happened when outsiders arrived. You know more about this mystery than most adults do.


So let us think about it like a detective.



 [image: Illustration of a row of moai statues silhouetted against a dramatic sunset on Easter Island, standing tall on their ahu platform facing inland]
 
 The moai of Ahu Tongariki at sunset — fifteen statues toppled during clan conflicts and later scattered by a tsunami in 1960, now restored. They still face inland, watching over the island. After everything you've read, what do you think these statues represent?
 


There are two big stories about Easter Island, and they lead to very different lessons.


Story one: The Rapa Nui destroyed themselves. They built too many statues, cut down too many trees, and collapsed into war and starvation. It is a cautionary tale about what happens when humans destroy their environment. This is the story told by Jared Diamond and many documentaries.


Story two: The Rapa Nui were a resilient, innovative people who adapted to a challenging environment for centuries. The real destruction came from outside — from European diseases, slave raids, and colonisation. The "self-destruction" story is unfair to the people it claims to describe, and it lets the real destroyers off the hook. This is the story supported by newer research from scientists like Carl Lipo and Terry Hunt.



 Detective Challenge

 Both stories use real evidence. Both are told by serious scientists. But they reach very different conclusions. When two groups of experts disagree about the same evidence, how do you decide which one to trust? What questions would you ask to help you figure it out?




Here is what makes this mystery so difficult — and so important.


The evidence supports parts of both stories. The forests did disappear. The population did decline before Europeans arrived. Some moai were toppled during conflicts between clans. Those are facts. But the scale and cause of the decline are fiercely debated. Was it catastrophic self-destruction — or a gradual adaptation to changing conditions, followed by a catastrophe that came from the sea?



 Evidence Card

 Population Data (Genetic Studies, 2024)

 Recent genetic studies of Rapa Nui descendants found no evidence of a severe population crash before European contact. The population appears to have remained relatively stable until the slave raids and epidemics of the 1860s.

 This challenges the "ecocide" theory, which claimed the population crashed dramatically in the 1600s–1700s due to environmental destruction. The genetic evidence suggests the real crash came from outside forces.




And there is one more thing to think about.


The moai themselves were not a sign of a civilisation going wrong. They were a sign of a civilisation doing something extraordinary. Nearly a thousand statues, carved with stone tools, walked across an island with nothing but human strength and ingenuity. That is not the story of a people who were foolish. It is the story of a people who were brilliant.


You have the same evidence the scientists have. You have read what the explorers saw, what the archaeologists found, and what the Rapa Nui people themselves always said.



 The Case Is Yours

 You've read the evidence. You've heard the theories. Now it's your turn.

 Did the Rapa Nui bring about their own downfall by destroying their environment — or were they a resilient people whose real tragedy came from the outside world? And what does the answer tell us about whose stories get believed and whose get ignored?




If you liked this case, you might enjoy Stonehenge — another mystery about how ancient people moved enormous stones impossible distances. Sometimes the simplest explanation is also the most extraordinary.

 

About This Book

 The Island of Giants is a narrative non-fiction book for young readers ages 8–12. All events, dates, and people are real. The story is told in a way that makes history exciting while teaching critical thinking.

 ***

 This book is part of HistorIQly Jr. — history's greatest mysteries, written for curious young detectives.

 Visit jr.historiqly.com for more books.

 • • •
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