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 HistorIQly Jr.

 Barnum's Mermaid

 The World's Most Famous Mermaid Was a Monkey Sewn to a Fish

 
 A history mystery for young detectives ages 8–12

 
 HistorIQly Jr.

 


"An ugly, dried-up, black-looking, diminutive specimen, about three feet long. Its mouth was open, its tail turned over, and its arms thrown up, giving it the appearance of having died in great agony."

 — P. T. Barnum, describing the Feejee Mermaid in his autobiography



Chapter 1
 The Most Beautiful Mermaid in the World

 What did New Yorkers expect to see in 1842 — and what did they actually find?

 In the summer of 1842, pamphlets appeared all over New York City. They were tucked under hotel doors, stacked on shop counters, and pressed into the hands of passers-by on Broadway. Ten thousand of them. Every single one showed the same picture.


A beautiful mermaid.


She had long flowing hair, a graceful fish tail, and she gazed out from the page like something from a fairy tale. The pamphlets announced that a real mermaid — caught near the Fiji Islands in the South Pacific — was about to go on display in New York. A distinguished British scientist named Dr J. Griffin had brought it all the way from London.



 [image: Illustration of a beautiful mermaid with flowing hair on a pamphlet, contrasted with a small, dark, shrivelled creature in a glass case]
 
 On the left: the kind of beautiful mermaid shown in Barnum's pamphlets. On the right: what people actually saw. Look at the difference. Why do you think so many people still paid to see it?
 


New Yorkers were thrilled. Mermaids! A real one! Newspapers had been printing stories about Dr Griffin and his extraordinary specimen for weeks. The excitement was enormous.


Then the mermaid went on display.


And it was not beautiful. It was not graceful. It did not have flowing hair or a dreamy expression.


It was a shrivelled, blackened, three-foot-long thing. Its mouth was frozen open in a silent scream. Its arms were thrown up as if it had died in agony. Its skin was dark and leathery. It looked like something you might find washed up on a beach after a storm — and wish you had not.



 Case File Extra

 The man behind the mermaid was P. T. Barnum — one of the most famous showmen in history. He was often called "The Prince of Humbugs" and did not mind the nickname one bit. He made a career out of knowing exactly what people wanted to believe.




Here is the strange part. People did not demand their money back. They did not storm out in anger. Many of them stared at the creature, read the labels, listened to Dr Griffin's lectures — and believed it was real.


The mermaid was, in fact, the top half of a monkey sewn to the bottom half of a large fish. It had been stitched together by a Japanese fisherman decades earlier. Dr Griffin was not a scientist. He was an actor named Levi Lyman, hired to play a part. The newspapers had been tricked. The pamphlets were lies.


And the man who had organised the entire spectacle was watching the crowds pour in, counting his money, and smiling.


His name was Phineas Taylor Barnum. And this was only the beginning.

 

Chapter 2
 The Captain Who Lost Everything

 How did a monkey-fish from Japan end up in New York — and who ruined himself to get it there?

 In 1822 — when the United States was not yet fifty years old and sailing ships were the only way to cross the ocean — an American sea captain named Samuel Barrett Edes was anchored in the port of Batavia. Today we call that city Jakarta. Back then, it was a busy Dutch trading post in the East Indies, thousands of miles from home.


Edes was the captain of a trading ship called The Pickering. He had a one-eighth share in the vessel and its cargo. He was supposed to be doing business.


Instead, he saw something that changed his life.



 [image: Illustration of a sea captain in early 1800s clothing staring at a small dried creature displayed in a merchant's stall in a busy tropical port]
 
 Captain Samuel Barrett Edes in the port of Batavia, staring at the creature that would ruin him. The mermaid was displayed alongside other curiosities from the East Indies. What would you have thought if you saw it?
 


In a merchant's stall, displayed among shells and dried sea creatures, sat a small mummified figure. It had a monkey's head and torso attached to a large fish tail. Its mouth was open. Its tiny hands were curled into fists. It looked ancient and unsettling and completely impossible.


The merchant told Edes it was a mermaid, caught by fishermen near the Fiji Islands.


Edes believed him. And he wanted it.



 Word Unlock

 Ningyo
 In Japan, fishermen had been making fake mermaids for centuries. They called them ningyo, which means "human fish." They stitched monkey bodies to fish tails and dried them out. Some were made as jokes. Some were made for religious ceremonies. Some were sold to foreign sailors who believed they were real.




What Edes did not know was that the creature was a ningyo — a fake mermaid handmade by Japanese fishermen. It was never alive. It was a piece of craftsmanship, created by sewing a monkey's upper body to the tail of a large fish, then drying the whole thing until it looked like a single creature.


But Edes saw a fortune. He imagined crowds lining up to see a real mermaid. He imagined fame. He imagined wealth.


So he did something reckless. He used six thousand dollars from The Pickering's expense account — money that belonged to his employers, Perkins and Company — to buy the creature. That is roughly one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in today's money.



 Case File Extra

 Six thousand dollars in 1822 was an enormous sum. A skilled worker in America earned about one dollar a day. Captain Edes spent the equivalent of more than sixteen years of a worker's wages on a dried monkey sewn to a fish.




Edes brought the mermaid to London and tried to exhibit it. It drew some curious visitors — but no fortune. His employers discovered the missing money and sued him. The court ruled that Edes had to work without pay until his wages covered the debt, but he was allowed to keep the mermaid.


He never recovered. Samuel Barrett Edes never made the fortune he dreamed of. When he died, the only thing of value he left his son was the mermaid.


But the mermaid did not die with him. His son inherited the creature. And in 1842, the son sold it to a man who ran a museum in Boston — a showman named Moses Kimball.


Kimball knew exactly who to call.

 

Chapter 3
 A Showman's Eyes Light Up

 What happened when the world's greatest showman saw the world's ugliest mermaid?

 Moses Kimball owned the Boston Museum — a popular attraction packed with curiosities, wax figures, and live performances. In the summer of 1842, he travelled to New York City carrying a small, dark, dried-up creature wrapped in cloth.


He was going to see his friend and business rival: Phineas Taylor Barnum.



 [image: Illustration of the exterior of Barnum's American Museum on Broadway in New York, a large building covered in colourful banners and flags, with crowds gathering outside]
 
 Barnum's American Museum on the corner of Broadway and Ann Street in New York City. Barnum covered the building in giant banners and flags to attract crowds from the street. At its peak, the museum drew thousands of visitors every single day.
 


Barnum was thirty-one years old and already one of the most famous men in America. He owned the American Museum — five floors of wonders on the corner of Broadway and Ann Street in Manhattan. Inside, visitors could see wax figures of famous people, exotic animals, live performances, and every kind of oddity Barnum could find or invent.


Barnum loved a spectacle. He loved a crowd. And above all, he loved a good story.


Kimball unwrapped the mermaid and set it on a table.


Barnum stared at it.



 "An ugly, dried-up, black-looking, diminutive specimen, about three feet long. Its mouth was open, its tail turned over, and its arms thrown up, giving it the appearance of having died in great agony."
 — P. T. Barnum, describing the mermaid in his autobiography



It was hideous. It looked nothing like the graceful mermaids of legend. Any reasonable person would have walked away.


Barnum was not a reasonable person. He was a showman.


He looked at the ugly little creature and saw something most people would have missed: an opportunity. The mermaid did not need to be beautiful. It needed to be famous. If enough people were talking about it, they would come to see it — no matter what it looked like.



 Case File Extra

 Barnum did not buy the mermaid. He leased it from Kimball for twelve dollars and fifty cents a week — about three hundred and seventy-five dollars in today's money. If the mermaid flopped, Barnum could return it. Moses Kimball remained the owner the entire time.




Barnum agreed to exhibit the mermaid. But he had one condition. He would handle all the publicity himself.


Kimball agreed.


And with that handshake, the greatest hoax in American entertainment history began. Barnum did not just plan to show people a mermaid. He planned to make them believe in one — before they ever set foot in the door.


The first step was to create a scientist who did not exist.

 

Chapter 4
 Dr Griffin Arrives

 How did Barnum trick the newspapers, the scientists, and the public — all at the same time?

 Barnum's plan had three stages. Each one was a lie. And each one was brilliant.


Stage One: The Letters


Weeks before the mermaid went on display, Barnum wrote letters to newspapers in New York. But he did not sign them with his own name. He signed them with fake names and posted them from cities in the South — Montgomery, Alabama and Charleston, South Carolina.


Each letter told the same story. A distinguished British scientist named Dr J. Griffin, a member of the British Lyceum of Natural History, was travelling through America with an extraordinary specimen — a real mermaid, caught near the Fiji Islands in the South Pacific.


The newspapers printed the letters as news. They had no reason to doubt them. A British scientist with a mermaid? That was a story worth telling.



 [image: Illustration of a well-dressed man in a top hat arriving at a grand New York hotel, carrying a mysterious wooden case, while curious onlookers watch]
 
 "Dr J. Griffin" arriving at his New York hotel with the mermaid in a wooden case. He looked every inch the distinguished scientist. In reality, he was Levi Lyman — an associate of Barnum's, playing a part.
 


Stage Two: The Scientist


In mid-July 1842, a man calling himself Dr J. Griffin checked into a hotel in New York. He was well-dressed, well-spoken, and carried a wooden case that he refused to let anyone touch.


His real name was Levi Lyman. He was not a scientist. He was not British. He was one of Barnum's associates, and he was playing the role of his life.


Reporters came to interview him. Lyman — as Griffin — spoke calmly and seriously about the mermaid, explaining that he had studied it carefully and was convinced it was genuine. When reporters asked if they could see it, he said no. Not yet. He was still deciding whether to exhibit it publicly.


This was deliberate. Barnum knew that telling people they could not see something made them desperate to see it.



 Word Unlock

 Humbug
 A trick or deception designed to fool people. Barnum was often called "The Prince of Humbugs." He did not mind the nickname. He believed that people enjoyed being fooled — as long as the show was good enough.




Finally, after days of "reluctance," Griffin agreed to exhibit the mermaid for one week at Concert Hall on Broadway.


But before anyone walked through the door, Barnum launched the third stage.


He printed ten thousand pamphlets. Each one showed a gorgeous mermaid — the kind of creature you might imagine swimming through a warm ocean, combing her long hair. Each pamphlet announced the Feejee Mermaid exhibition. Barnum distributed them to every hotel, shop, and street corner in New York City.


The crowds came pouring in.


And none of them knew that the pamphlets, the scientist, the letters, and the story were all invented by a single man sitting in an office on Broadway — watching the money roll in.

 

Chapter 5
 The Ugly Truth

 What was the Feejee Mermaid actually made of — and why did people believe it anyway?

 The mermaid that visitors saw in 1842 was nothing like the creature in the pamphlets. Here is what it actually looked like.


It was about three feet long — smaller than a five-year-old child. The upper body was the dried torso and head of a young monkey. Its face was twisted into a grimace, mouth wide open, tiny sharp teeth bared. Its small, leathery arms were raised as if in shock.


Below the waist, the monkey's body had been carefully stitched to the tail of a large fish. The join was hidden with some kind of paste or glue, then dried until the whole thing looked like one creature. The skin was dark brown, almost black. The entire specimen had the shrunken, wrinkled look of something that had been dead for a very long time.



 [image: Detailed illustration of the Feejee Mermaid specimen showing a small dried monkey torso stitched to a fish tail, displayed in a glass case with a measuring ruler beside it]
 
 The Feejee Mermaid as visitors would have seen it — small, dark, and very ugly. The ruler shows it was only about three feet long. Can you see where the monkey body meets the fish tail?
 



 Evidence Card

 The Feejee Mermaid (exhibited 1842)

 A dried specimen approximately three feet long. Upper body: torso and head of a young monkey. Lower body: tail of a large fish. The two halves were stitched together and covered with a paste to hide the join. Constructed by Japanese fishermen, probably around 1810.

 Now known: the mermaid was a ningyo — a traditional Japanese craft object made by sewing animal parts together. It was never a living creature.




So here is the question that really matters. People could see it was ugly. They could see it looked nothing like the pamphlets. Some visitors even complained. One newspaper described it as "an ugly dried-up specimen."


Why did so many of them still believe?



 Detective Challenge

 Barnum's pamphlets showed a beautiful mermaid. The real specimen was a dried monkey-fish. Visitors could see the difference with their own eyes. But many still believed the mermaid was real. Why? Think about what the pamphlets, the "scientist," and the newspaper stories did to people's expectations before they walked in the door.




The answer lies in everything that happened before people saw the mermaid. By the time they stood in front of the glass case, they had already read newspaper reports about a British scientist. They had seen pamphlets. They had heard their neighbours talking about it. They had paid twenty-five cents to get in.


When you have already decided something is real, your brain works hard to make the evidence fit. You notice the things that support your belief — the strange texture of the skin, the "natural" way the body joins the tail — and you ignore the things that do not.


Barnum understood this better than anyone alive. He did not need to show people a convincing mermaid. He just needed to convince them before they saw it.


But not everyone was fooled. Some people looked at the mermaid and saw exactly what it was.


The question was whether anyone would listen to them.

 

Chapter 6
 Believers and Doubters

 Why did some people insist the mermaid was real — and why did Barnum love the argument?

 As soon as the Feejee Mermaid went on display, the arguments started.


On one side were the believers. Some visitors genuinely thought they were looking at a real mermaid. Sailors had told stories about mermaids for thousands of years — from ancient Greece to medieval Europe to the ports of the Pacific. If so many cultures believed in them, perhaps there was something real behind the legends. And here was a specimen. In a glass case. In New York City.


"Dr Griffin" — who was really Levi Lyman — gave lectures to the crowds, explaining in calm, scientific-sounding language that the creature was genuine. He talked about its bone structure. He talked about the waters near Fiji. He sounded like a real expert, and most people had no way to check.



 [image: Illustration of a crowded exhibition hall where some visitors point excitedly at a display case while others shake their heads and argue, with a well-dressed showman watching from the side with a slight smile]
 
 The exhibition drew believers and doubters alike. Some pointed at the mermaid in wonder. Others argued it was obviously a fake. Barnum watched the arguments — and smiled. Why do you think he was happy about the disagreement?
 


On the other side were the sceptics. Several naturalists — real scientists — examined the mermaid and declared it a fake. They pointed out that the upper body was clearly a monkey. They noted the visible stitching where the two halves met. One newspaper, the New York Sun, called it "half fish, half flesh" — and did not mean it as a compliment.



 Detective Challenge

 When scientists publicly called the mermaid a fake, Barnum's ticket sales actually increased. Why do you think more people came after the arguments started? What does that tell you about the difference between wanting to know the truth and wanting to see something exciting?




But here is the twist that made Barnum a genius. He did not mind the criticism. He wanted it.


Every time a scientist called the mermaid a fake, the story appeared in another newspaper. Every newspaper story brought more curious visitors. Every argument between believers and doubters made people desperate to see the creature for themselves and make up their own minds.


Barnum understood something that most people did not: controversy sells tickets. It did not matter whether people came to see a real mermaid or to laugh at a fake one. Either way, they paid twenty-five cents at the door.



 Case File Extra

 During the month the Feejee Mermaid was displayed at Barnum's American Museum, his profits more than doubled. The museum's attendance tripled. Barnum was paying Moses Kimball only twelve dollars and fifty cents a week to lease the mermaid — and making hundreds of times that in ticket sales.




The Feejee Mermaid exhibition ran for about a month at the American Museum before the mermaid returned to Kimball in Boston. But by then, the damage was done — in the best possible way for Barnum.


Every showman, sideshow operator, and museum owner in America had seen what one ugly little specimen could do when wrapped in the right story.


But what was the mermaid really made of? Decades later, scientists would finally look inside.

 

Chapter 7
 Inside the Mermaid

 When scientists finally looked inside a Feejee Mermaid — what did they find?

 For decades, nobody cut open the mermaid or tested it scientifically. It was a curiosity — something to stare at and argue about, not something to study with instruments. But in the twentieth century, as technology improved, scientists finally got the chance to look inside specimens like it.


And what they found was stranger than anyone expected.



 [image: Illustration showing a cross-section view of a Feejee Mermaid with visible internal wires, nails, and bones from different animals labelled inside]
 
 A diagram showing what scientists found inside a Feejee Mermaid specimen. The creature was not just a monkey and a fish — it contained bones from several different animals, held together with wires and nails.
 


When researchers X-rayed Feejee Mermaid specimens — several survive in museums around the world — they discovered that these creatures were not simply a monkey stitched to a fish. They were complex constructions. Inside, scientists found:


Bones from multiple animals. Some specimens contained bones from monkeys, fish, birds, and even ducks — all carefully arranged to look like a single skeleton.


Wire and nails. Metal wires held the bones in position. Small nails pinned the skin in place. This was not a quick job. Someone had spent a great deal of time building this creature from the inside out.


Papier-mache and paste. Gaps in the body were filled with paper pulp mixed with glue, then shaped and dried until it looked like dried flesh. The join between monkey and fish was smoothed over with this paste to hide the stitching.



 Word Unlock

 X-ray
 A type of photograph that can see through solid objects. X-rays pass through soft material like skin and muscle but are blocked by hard material like bone and metal. Doctors use them to look at broken bones. Scientists used them to see what was hidden inside the mermaid — without cutting it open.




The craftsmanship was impressive. These were not rough fakes thrown together in an afternoon. Japanese fishermen had been making ningyo for centuries, and the techniques had been refined over generations. The best specimens were genuinely difficult to detect with the naked eye — especially if you had never seen a monkey or that particular species of fish up close.


The construction was far more sophisticated than anyone expected. When London's Horniman Museum examined their specimen, they found the tail of a carp, the teeth of a wrasse fish, a head sculpted from papier-mache, and a body stuffed with fabric. Whoever made it understood anatomy well enough to create a convincing illusion.


This is an important clue. Captain Edes had been fooled in Batavia because the mermaid looked convincing at first glance. Barnum's audiences were fooled because they had been primed to believe before they even saw it. But the original Japanese craftsmen were not trying to fool anyone into thinking mermaids were real.



 Case File Extra

 After Barnum's exhibition, sideshows and circuses all over the world started making their own "mermaids." By the late 1800s, fake mermaids were one of the most common sideshow attractions in America. Modern replicas are still being made today — some using chicken feet for hands and alligator feet for claws.




For the Japanese fishermen, ningyo were cultural objects — part art, part tradition. It was the European and American showmen who turned them into hoaxes.


But where did Barnum's mermaid end up? That part of the story involves fire, mystery, and a museum at Harvard University.

 

Chapter 8
 Smoke and Ashes

 What happened to the Feejee Mermaid — and why does anyone still care?

 On July 13, 1865, Barnum's American Museum caught fire. The blaze was enormous. Flames tore through the five-storey building on Broadway while thousands of New Yorkers watched from the streets. Exotic animals escaped or perished. Wax figures melted. Decades of collected curiosities were destroyed in a single afternoon.



 [image: Dramatic illustration of Barnum's American Museum engulfed in flames, with crowds watching from the street and firefighters attempting to control the blaze]
 
 Barnum's American Museum burning on July 13, 1865. The fire destroyed most of Barnum's collections. Was the Feejee Mermaid inside when it burned — or had it already been returned to Boston?
 


Was the Feejee Mermaid inside when the building burned? Nobody knows for certain. Barnum had leased the mermaid from Moses Kimball. It may have been returned to Kimball's Boston Museum years earlier. Or it may have been sitting in a display case when the ceiling collapsed.


Barnum opened a second museum. It burned too, in 1868. Fire seemed to follow the showman everywhere.


Meanwhile, Moses Kimball died in 1895. Two years later, the Boston Museum closed after a fire. Kimball's descendants donated parts of his collection to Harvard University's Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology. Among those donations, researchers found a small, dark, dried specimen that looked very much like a mermaid.



 Word Unlock

 Provenance
 The history of who owned an object and where it has been. When a museum acquires an old artefact, they try to trace its provenance — every hand it passed through, every place it was stored. The Feejee Mermaid's provenance has gaps, which is why experts still argue about whether the Harvard specimen is Barnum's original.




Is the Harvard specimen the same mermaid that Barnum exhibited in 1842? Some researchers believe it is. Others point out that it looks slightly different from contemporary illustrations of Barnum's mermaid. There were, after all, many ningyo in circulation by the late 1800s. It could be a different specimen entirely.


The truth is: we may never know. The original Feejee Mermaid may have been destroyed in a fire, lost in a storage room, or quietly donated to a museum under a different name. What we know for certain is what it was, who promoted it, and why it mattered.


Barnum went on to become the most famous showman in American history. He co-founded the Barnum and Bailey Circus. He was elected to the Connecticut state legislature. He built a mansion. He wrote an autobiography that became a bestseller. And he never apologised for the Feejee Mermaid — or any of his other humbugs.


He believed the public enjoyed being fooled, as long as the show was entertaining. And the Feejee Mermaid proved him right.



 The Case So Far

 
 	Around 1810, Japanese fishermen created a ningyo — a fake mermaid made by sewing a monkey's body to a fish tail.

 	In 1822, Captain Samuel Barrett Edes bought it in Batavia for $6,000, using money that was not his. He never made a penny from it.

 	In 1842, Edes' son sold the mermaid to Moses Kimball, who leased it to P. T. Barnum for $12.50 a week.

 	Barnum invented a fake scientist — "Dr J. Griffin" — and distributed 10,000 pamphlets showing a beautiful mermaid.

 	The real specimen was a shrivelled, three-foot monkey-fish. Visitors saw it was ugly — but many believed it was real anyway.

 	Barnum's museum attendance tripled and his profits more than doubled during the exhibition.

 	Scientists later X-rayed similar specimens and found wire, nails, papier-mache, and bones from multiple animals inside.

 

 Now it's your turn. What do you think this hoax tells us?



 

Chapter 9
 Think Like a Detective

 Now that you know everything — what do you think the Feejee Mermaid really teaches us?

 You have now read the whole story. You know where the mermaid came from, who made it, how Barnum promoted it, and what it actually was. You know more about this hoax than most New Yorkers did in 1842.


So let us think about it like a detective.



 [image: Illustration of a detective's desk with the Feejee Mermaid pamphlet pinned to a board, a magnifying glass over a map of the specimen's journey from Japan to New York, notes about Barnum's tricks, and string connecting the clues]
 
 Time to review the evidence. A good detective looks at every clue before making a decision. What stands out to you about this case?
 


First: who was the real hoaxer? The Japanese fishermen who made the ningyo were craftsmen, not con artists. Captain Edes genuinely believed the mermaid was real — he ruined his life over it. Moses Kimball was a showman, but he never claimed the mermaid was genuine. Barnum was the one who invented Dr Griffin, faked the newspaper stories, and printed misleading pamphlets.


But Barnum never actually said the mermaid was real. He hired someone else to say it. He let the newspapers draw their own conclusions. He showed people a creature and let them decide for themselves.


Was that a lie? Or was it something cleverer than a lie?



 Detective Challenge

 Barnum never personally told the public the mermaid was real. He created a fake scientist, printed misleading pamphlets, and let newspapers spread the story — but he never made the claim directly. Does that make what he did better or worse than an outright lie? Why?




Second: why did people believe? The mermaid was ugly and obviously not the beautiful creature from the pamphlets. But people had been told it was real by a "scientist." They had read about it in newspapers they trusted. They had paid money to see it. All of these things made it harder to say: "This is fake."


Think about that. Once you have invested time, money, and trust in something, it becomes very difficult to admit you were wrong. Psychologists call this sunk cost — the idea that the more you have put into something, the harder it is to walk away from it.


Third: does the hoax still matter? Nearly two hundred years later, we still talk about the Feejee Mermaid. Not because people still believe in mermaids — but because the tricks Barnum used are the same tricks people use today. Misleading images. Fake experts. Stories that spread before anyone checks the facts. The technology has changed. The tricks have not.



 Evidence Card

 Barnum's Marketing Campaign (1842)

 Barnum sent fake letters to newspapers under false names. He hired an associate to impersonate a scientist. He printed 10,000 pamphlets showing a beautiful mermaid that looked nothing like the real specimen. The mermaid was exhibited at Concert Hall, then moved to his American Museum.

 Every element of the campaign — fake authority, misleading images, manufactured excitement — is still used in modern advertising and misinformation. Barnum's playbook is nearly 200 years old, and it still works.




You have the same evidence the visitors had in 1842. You have read the same kinds of stories the newspapers printed. You know what Barnum did, what Kimball did, and what the Japanese fishermen made.



 The Case Is Yours

 You've read the evidence. You've heard the theories. Now it's your turn.

 Was Barnum a dishonest con artist who cheated people out of their money — or was he an entertainer who gave people exactly the kind of excitement they were looking for? And if people enjoyed the show even after they learned the truth, were they really fooled at all?




If you liked this case, you might enjoy The Cardiff Giant — another famous American hoax from the same era, where a man buried a ten-foot stone figure in a field and convinced thousands it was a real petrified giant. Sometimes the biggest lies are hidden in the most obvious places.

 

About This Book

 Barnum's Mermaid is a narrative non-fiction book for young readers ages 8–12. All events, dates, and people are real. The story is told in a way that makes history exciting while teaching critical thinking.

 ***

 This book is part of HistorIQly Jr. — history's greatest mysteries, written for curious young detectives.

 Visit jr.historiqly.com for more books.

 • • •
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