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 HistorIQly Jr.

 The Cloud City

 The Inca Built a Perfect City in the Sky — Then Abandoned It Without a Word

 
 A history mystery for young detectives ages 8–12

 
 HistorIQly Jr.

 


"The joints are so precise that no needle, not even a pin, could be inserted between them."

 — Pedro de Cieza de León, Spanish chronicler, 1553



Chapter 1
 The City Above the Clouds

 What was waiting at the top of the mountain — and who was already living there?

 On the morning of July 24, 1911, a man named Hiram Bingham III climbed through thick jungle, drenched in rain, with no idea that he was about to change history.


Bingham was an American history professor from Yale University. He was not an archaeologist. He had never led a dig. But he had come to Peru looking for something spectacular — the legendary last city of the Inca Empire, a place called Vilcabamba.


He had not found it yet. And what he was about to find was something else entirely.



 [image: An explorer in early 1900s clothing climbing through dense jungle on a steep mountainside, mist swirling around him, with the hint of stone ruins visible above]
 
 Hiram Bingham climbing toward the ruins on July 24, 1911. He was soaking wet, exhausted, and had no idea what was waiting above the clouds. What would you expect to find at the top of a mountain in the middle of the jungle?
 


A local farmer named Melchor Arteaga had told Bingham about ruins high on a ridge between two mountain peaks. Arteaga had to be paid triple wages before he agreed to guide him. They crossed the Urubamba River on a rickety log bridge, then hacked their way up a steep, slippery slope through tangled vines and dripping trees.


After hours of climbing, Bingham emerged from the jungle into a clearing — and stopped.


In front of him were stone walls. Hundreds of them. Terraces carved into the mountainside like giant steps. Temples with doorways still standing. Fountains. Stairways. An entire city, built from white granite, sitting nearly two and a half thousand metres above sea level.


It was above the clouds.



 Case File Extra

 Machu Picchu sits at 2,430 metres above sea level — that is nearly one and a half miles straight up. On many mornings, the clouds roll in below the city, making it look like it is floating in the sky. That is why people call it the "Cloud City."




But here is the part of the story that Bingham did not put in his famous book.


When he reached the top, he was not alone. Two Quechua-speaking farmers — Richarte and Alvarez — were already living there. They had cleared the ancient terraces and were growing crops on them. They had been farming there for about four years.


And on the wall of one of the temples, Bingham saw something written in charcoal: a name and a date.



 "Agustín Lizárraga — 1902"



Someone had been here nine years before him.


Bingham had not discovered a lost city. He had arrived at a place that was never truly lost — and claimed it as his own.


The real mystery is not who found Machu Picchu. The real mystery is why the Inca built a perfect city in the sky, lived there for a hundred years, and then walked away without a word.

 

Chapter 2
 The Empire of the Four Quarters

 Who were the Inca — and how did a single emperor build the largest empire in the Americas?

 In 1438 — more than fifty years before Christopher Columbus sailed to the Americas — a young man named Cusi Yupanqui defended the city of Cusco against an invading army. He won. And then he did something extraordinary.


He took a new name: Pachacuti. It means "Reverser of the World" or "Earth-Shaker." He gave himself that title because he intended to change everything.



 [image: An illustrated map showing the Inca Empire stretching along the western coast of South America, with Cusco marked at the centre and Machu Picchu in the mountains nearby]
 
 The Inca Empire at its peak stretched 4,000 kilometres along the Andes mountains — from modern Colombia to Chile. Cusco was the capital. Machu Picchu was hidden in the mountains nearby. Can you spot how far from the coast the city is?
 


And he did. Pachacuti became the ninth Sapa Inca — the supreme ruler — and transformed a small kingdom around Cusco into the largest empire in pre-Columbian America. The Inca called it Tawantinsuyu: the Empire of the Four Quarters. At its peak, it stretched four thousand kilometres along the Andes mountains, from modern Colombia all the way down to Chile.



 Word Unlock

 Sapa Inca
 The title given to the supreme ruler of the Inca Empire. "Sapa" means "the only one." The Sapa Inca was considered a living descendant of Inti, the Sun God, and held absolute power over the entire empire.




Pachacuti was a builder. He rebuilt the capital city of Cusco. He ordered the construction of roads, temples, and fortresses across the empire. And sometime around 1420 to 1450, he ordered the construction of something else — a private royal estate, high in the mountains, on a narrow ridge between two peaks called Machu Picchu ("Old Mountain") and Huayna Picchu ("Young Mountain").


Nobody outside the empire knew about it. The Inca had no written language — they kept records using knotted strings called quipu — so there are no documents describing why this place was built or what it was for.


What we do know is this: the city was not a capital. It was not a fortress. It was not a major trading centre. Around 750 people lived there at its peak — royal family members, priests, servants, and skilled workers.



 Case File Extra

 The Inca built their enormous empire without three things that most ancient civilisations relied on: the wheel, iron tools, and a written language. They carved stone with stone hammers and bronze chisels. They moved massive blocks with ropes, levers, and human muscle. And they ran the whole empire using quipu — knotted strings that recorded numbers, dates, and possibly even stories.




Pachacuti died around 1471. His son, Tupac Inca Yupanqui, inherited the estate and continued using it. For roughly a hundred years, the city in the clouds hummed with life.


Then something changed. Sometime in the 1530s, the people who lived at Machu Picchu packed up and left. The jungle crept in. The vines grew over the walls. And for nearly four hundred years, only the local farming families who lived in the valleys below knew it was there.


The rest of the world had forgotten it completely.

 

Chapter 3
 The Perfect City

 What exactly did the Inca build on top of that mountain — and how did they do it without wheels or iron?

 Stand at the top of Machu Picchu and look around. Even after six hundred years, the city takes your breath away.


About two hundred buildings sit on a narrow ridge. Stone houses with trapezoidal doorways. Temples with walls so perfectly fitted that you cannot slide a knife blade between the stones. Terraces — giant steps carved into the mountainside — that once grew maize, potatoes, and coca. Stairways connecting every level. And running through all of it, a water system so cleverly designed that it still works today.



 [image: A panoramic illustration of Machu Picchu showing terraces, stone buildings, and mountain peaks, with clouds drifting below]
 
 Machu Picchu from above, showing the terraces, the main plaza, and the surrounding peaks. The city sits on a ridge between two mountains. Notice how the clouds sit below — this really is a city in the sky.
 


The builders started with the water. A natural spring on the north slope of the mountain feeds a stone-lined canal that runs 749 metres to the city. From there, the water cascades through sixteen fountains — each one carved from a single block of granite with a sharp-edged spout designed to fill an Inca water jug called an aryballos.


The water flows from the first fountain to the last, dropping twenty-six metres in total. The most important fountain — Fountain Number One — sits right next to the emperor's residence. The Sapa Inca got the cleanest water first.



 Word Unlock

 Ashlar Masonry
 A building technique where stone blocks are cut and polished so precisely that they fit together perfectly without any mortar (the paste that normally holds bricks together). The Inca were masters of ashlar masonry — their walls have survived six hundred years of earthquakes.




Then there are the walls. The Inca did not use mortar. They did not use cement. They cut each granite block with stone hammers and bronze chisels, then ground the surfaces until they fitted together so tightly that not even a razor blade can pass between them. The stones lock together like a three-dimensional puzzle.



 "The joints are so precise that not even the blade of a knife could be inserted between them."
 — adapted from Spanish chronicles of the 16th century



And here is the most extraordinary detail: the walls were designed to move. During an earthquake, the stones shift and bounce — engineers call them "dancing stones" — and then settle back into place. A massive earthquake struck the region in 1650 and destroyed many Spanish buildings in nearby Cusco. The Inca walls were unharmed.



 Case File Extra

 Most of the stone used to build Machu Picchu came from a quarry on the mountain itself. The Inca spotted natural cracks in the granite and hammered in wooden wedges. When the wedges got wet, they expanded and split the rock cleanly. They did not need to carry massive blocks up the mountain — the mountain gave them the stone.




The agricultural terraces were just as clever. Each one was built in layers: large stones at the bottom for drainage, then gravel, then sand, then fertile topsoil that workers carried up from the valley floor on their backs. Different terraces at different heights created different microclimates — warmer at the bottom, cooler at the top — allowing the Inca to grow different crops at different levels.


This was not a rough settlement thrown together in a hurry. This was engineering. This was precision. This was a city designed by people who understood water, stone, earthquakes, and agriculture at a level that still impresses modern engineers.


So why would anyone walk away from a place like this?

 

Chapter 4
 The Man Who Called It the Lost City

 Why did the world believe Hiram Bingham had discovered a lost city — and what did he get wrong?

 When Hiram Bingham returned to the United States in 1911, he had a story that the world wanted to hear. A daring explorer. A dangerous jungle. A mysterious ancient city hidden above the clouds. Newspapers loved it.


In April 1913, the National Geographic Magazine dedicated an entire issue to Machu Picchu — nearly two hundred pages and 244 photographs. It was one of the most read issues in the magazine's history. Overnight, Bingham became famous. He was compared to Indiana Jones before Indiana Jones existed.



 [image: An illustration of a man in explorer's clothing standing triumphantly before stone ruins, with a National Geographic magazine cover visible in the corner]
 
 Bingham's expedition was funded by Yale University and the National Geographic Society. Their 1913 issue made Machu Picchu world-famous. But the story it told left some important people out.
 


But Bingham made a crucial mistake. He was convinced that Machu Picchu was Vilcabamba — the last stronghold of the Inca, where the final Inca rulers had retreated to resist the Spanish conquest. He called his most famous book Lost City of the Incas.


He was wrong.



 Word Unlock

 Vilcabamba
 The real last city of the Inca Empire, where Inca rulers retreated after the Spanish conquest. It fell to the Spanish in 1572. Bingham thought Machu Picchu was Vilcabamba, but the real Vilcabamba was at a completely different site called Espíritu Pampa — which Bingham had actually visited earlier and dismissed as too small.




In 1964, an American explorer named Gene Savoy correctly identified the real Vilcabamba at a site called Espíritu Pampa, about 80 kilometres west of Machu Picchu. Ironically, Bingham himself had visited Espíritu Pampa during his 1911 expedition — but he thought it was too small and overgrown to be the legendary lost city.


He had walked right through the actual lost city and kept going.


The Forgotten Finder


There was another problem with Bingham's story. He was not the first outsider to visit Machu Picchu.


Agustín Lizárraga, a Peruvian farmer, had visited the ruins on July 14, 1902 — nine full years before Bingham. Lizárraga had written his name and the date in charcoal on the wall of the Temple of the Three Windows. Bingham saw this inscription and even wrote in his own journal:



 "Agustín Lizárraga is the discoverer of Machu Picchu and lives at San Miguel Bridge."



But in his published books, Bingham gradually removed Lizárraga from the story. By the time he wrote Lost City of the Incas in 1948, Lizárraga was not mentioned at all. Bingham claimed the discovery as entirely his own.



 Detective Challenge

 Bingham wrote in his own journal that Lizárraga was the discoverer — but later erased him from the published story. Local farmers were already living at the site. Why do you think the world gave Bingham all the credit? What makes someone an "official" discoverer?




Lizárraga never got to tell his side. In February 1912, just months after Bingham's famous visit, Lizárraga drowned while crossing the Vilcanota River.


The world accepted Bingham's version. A lost city. A brave explorer. A dramatic discovery.


But the city had never been lost. And the explorer had not been first.

 

Chapter 5
 What the Stones Tell Us

 What physical evidence do we have — and what does it reveal about what Machu Picchu was really for?

 If Machu Picchu was not the last Inca stronghold, then what was it? To answer that, we need to look at the evidence — the actual physical objects and structures that have survived six centuries.


Three pieces of evidence stand out above the rest.


The Hitching Post of the Sun


Near the highest point of Machu Picchu sits a carved granite pillar called the Intihuatana. The name means "where the sun is tied" in Quechua, the language of the Inca. It is a ritual stone — a sculpted column tilted exactly thirteen degrees to the north — that Inca priests used to track the sun.



 [image: A close-up illustration of the Intihuatana stone, a carved granite pillar on a stepped platform, with mountains and sky behind it]
 
 The Intihuatana stone — "the hitching post of the sun." It is one of the few Intihuatana stones to survive the Spanish conquest. Why do you think the Spanish destroyed all the others they found?
 


During the two equinoxes — the days in March and September when day and night are exactly equal — the sun stands almost directly above the Intihuatana, and the pillar casts almost no shadow at all. Inca priests used this to calibrate their calendar and mark the seasons for planting and harvesting.


Here is the crucial detail: the Spanish conquered the entire Inca Empire. Wherever they found Intihuatana stones, they smashed them — because they saw them as pagan religious objects. The one at Machu Picchu survived because the Spanish never found the city. That alone tells us something. This was a sacred place.



 Evidence Card

 The Intihuatana Stone

 A carved granite pillar tilted 13° north, used by Inca priests to track solstices and equinoxes. One of the only Intihuatana stones not destroyed by the Spanish — because they never found Machu Picchu.

 Tells us: Machu Picchu had a significant religious and astronomical function.




The Temple of the Sun


Below the Intihuatana, a beautiful semi-circular tower curves around a natural rock outcrop. This is the Temple of the Sun — built to honour Inti, the Sun God. Its curved walls are some of the finest stonework anywhere in the Inca world.


The temple has two windows that are precisely aligned with the solstices. On the June solstice — the shortest day of the year in the southern hemisphere — sunlight enters one window and falls on a ceremonial stone at exactly the right angle. On the December solstice, sunlight enters the other window and strikes a different spot.


This was not accidental. Someone designed this building to capture specific moments of sunlight on specific days of the year. That takes astronomical knowledge, careful planning, and extraordinary skill.



 Detective Challenge

 The Inca had no written language, no telescopes, and no metal tools for precision measurement. Yet they built a temple whose windows catch sunlight on exact dates, hundreds of years ago. How do you think they achieved such precise alignments without modern instruments?




Beneath the Temple of the Sun is a natural cave that archaeologists call the Royal Tomb — though no burial has ever been found there. Its entrance is framed with the same exquisite stonework as the temple above.


Taken together, the Intihuatana and the Temple of the Sun tell us that Machu Picchu was deeply connected to Inca religion — to the worship of the sun and the tracking of the heavens. This was a place of ceremony and spiritual power.


But was it only a temple? The evidence says no. Because the finest building in the entire city is not a temple at all.


It is a house. And it sits right next to Fountain Number One.

 

Chapter 6
 Why Was It Built?

 Was Machu Picchu a palace, a temple, an observatory — or something nobody has thought of yet?

 For decades after Bingham's visit, nobody could agree on what Machu Picchu was. The theories piled up — some sensible, some wild. Here are the main ones.


Theory 1: A Royal Estate for Pachacuti. This is the theory most archaeologists now accept. The evidence points to Machu Picchu being a private country retreat for Emperor Pachacuti and his royal court. It was used during the warmer months — a place to rest, worship, and escape the formality of the capital at Cusco.



 [image: A split illustration showing three views of Machu Picchu: as a royal palace with the emperor, as a temple with priests, and as an observatory with astronomers studying the stars]
 
 Three leading theories about what Machu Picchu was built for — a royal retreat, a sacred temple, and an astronomical observatory. Could it have been all three at once?
 


The clues are strong. The finest building in the city — with the best stonework and the first access to fresh water — looks like a royal residence, not a temple. The city is relatively small, with room for only about 750 people: royals, priests, servants, and skilled workers. And Inca royal estates were common — Pachacuti's successors built similar retreats at other locations.


Theory 2: A Sacred Religious Site. The Intihuatana stone, the Temple of the Sun, and the Temple of the Three Windows all suggest that religion was central to life at Machu Picchu. Some scholars believe the entire city was a pilgrimage destination — a sacred landscape where the mountains, rivers, and sky were part of the worship.



 Case File Extra

 The Inca believed that mountains were sacred beings called apus. Machu Picchu sits between two mountains and overlooks a river that the Inca associated with the Milky Way. The entire landscape may have been chosen because it mirrored the Inca view of the cosmos.




Theory 3: An Astronomical Observatory. The precise solar alignments of the Intihuatana and the Temple of the Sun prove that astronomy mattered deeply here. Some researchers believe Machu Picchu was a centre for studying the sky — tracking solstices, equinoxes, and star movements to calibrate the agricultural calendar across the empire.


Theory 4: A Military Fortress. Bingham himself initially thought Machu Picchu was a fortress or strategic stronghold. But this theory has largely been abandoned. The city has no significant defensive walls, no armoury, and no strategic position overlooking enemy territory. It was hidden, not defended.



 Detective Challenge

 Most experts now say Machu Picchu was "primarily" a royal estate. But it also clearly had temples, astronomical instruments, and religious ceremonies. Can a place be more than one thing at the same time? Think of a building you know that serves multiple purposes. Does having one main purpose mean the other purposes don't matter?




Here is what makes the question so hard: the Inca left no written explanation. No inscription. No diary. No letter. Every theory is based on reading the stones, the layout, and the objects left behind — then comparing them to what Spanish chroniclers recorded about Inca culture decades after the conquest.


We are reading a story that was never written down. And the most puzzling chapter is still ahead.


Because even if we could prove exactly what Machu Picchu was built for, we would still be left with the bigger question: why did they leave?

 

Chapter 7
 Why Did They Leave?

 The Inca abandoned a perfectly built city. What could possibly have driven them away?

 Sometime in the 1530s, the people of Machu Picchu left. They did not destroy the city. They did not burn it. They simply stopped living there — and the jungle swallowed it within a generation.


To understand why, we need to look at what was happening to the Inca Empire during those years. Because everything fell apart at once.



 [image: An illustration of Machu Picchu half-covered in jungle vines, with empty doorways and overgrown terraces, under a moody sky]
 
 Machu Picchu slowly being reclaimed by the jungle after it was abandoned. Within a few decades, the buildings were hidden beneath dense vegetation. Why do you think nobody tried to maintain it?
 


The Three Disasters


Disaster 1: The Plague That Arrived Before the Soldiers. European diseases — especially smallpox — travelled faster than the Europeans themselves. By the late 1520s, smallpox had reached the Inca Empire through trade routes, before any Spanish soldier set foot there. The Sapa Inca Huayna Capac died of what was likely smallpox around 1527, along with his chosen heir. In a small, isolated community of 750 people like Machu Picchu, a single outbreak could have been devastating.


Disaster 2: The Civil War. When Huayna Capac died, two of his surviving sons — Huáscar and Atahualpa — fought a brutal civil war for the throne. The empire tore itself apart. Supply chains collapsed. The administrative system that kept royal estates running broke down. Without supplies from the empire, Machu Picchu could not sustain itself.



 Word Unlock

 Civil War
 A war between people from the same country or empire. The Inca Civil War (around 1529–1532) was fought between two brothers who both claimed the right to be Sapa Inca. It weakened the empire so badly that when the Spanish arrived, the Inca could not fight back effectively.




Disaster 3: The Spanish. In 1532, a Spanish conquistador named Francisco Pizarro arrived with fewer than 200 soldiers. He captured Atahualpa and demanded a ransom of a room filled with gold and silver. The Inca paid it. Pizarro executed Atahualpa anyway. Within a few years, the Spanish controlled the empire.


But here is the remarkable thing: the Spanish never found Machu Picchu.



 Detective Challenge

 The Spanish conquered the entire Inca Empire. They found Cusco, they found Vilcabamba, they found dozens of Inca cities and fortresses. But they never found Machu Picchu — even though it was only 80 kilometres from Cusco. Why do you think a city that close to the capital stayed hidden?




There are several reasons. Machu Picchu was not a capital or a trading centre — it was a private royal estate, so it did not appear in any administrative records the Spanish would have captured. The trails leading to it were narrow and overgrown. The local Quechua-speaking people who knew about it had no reason to tell the Spanish. And once the jungle grew over the abandoned buildings, the city became invisible from below.


The most likely answer is not one disaster, but all three working together. Disease killed people. Civil war cut off supplies. The collapse of the empire ended the system that maintained royal estates. Without the emperor, without the servants, without the supply caravans, there was no reason to stay.


So they left. And the clouds closed in behind them.

 

Chapter 8
 The City That Was Never Lost

 What has modern science revealed — and what did Bingham take that wasn't his to take?

 For nearly a hundred years, the story of Machu Picchu was told like this: a brave American explorer discovered a lost city in 1911. It made a good story. But the truth, as we now know, is more complicated.


Modern science has changed our understanding completely.


In 2021, researchers from Yale University and Tulane University published a study using a technique called accelerator mass spectrometry — a highly precise form of radiocarbon dating. They tested human bone samples from Machu Picchu and found something surprising. The city was occupied as early as 1420 — about twenty to thirty years earlier than historians had previously believed.



 [image: An illustration of modern Machu Picchu with tourists walking along the terraces, a guide pointing out features, and mountains in the background]
 
 Today, over 1.5 million people visit Machu Picchu every year. Daily visitor limits try to protect the site — but the tension between tourism and preservation continues. Is it possible to share a place this important without damaging it?
 


This matters because it means Pachacuti started building Machu Picchu earlier in his reign than anyone thought — possibly before he had even consolidated his empire. The city was not a reward for conquering the world. It may have been part of his plan from the very beginning.



 Detective Challenge

 The 2021 dating study pushed the construction date back by 20–30 years. Why does that change the story? Think about what it means if Pachacuti started building his private estate before he finished building his empire.




The Artifacts That Went to Yale


Between 1912 and 1916, Bingham's expeditions shipped thousands of artefacts from Machu Picchu to Yale University in the United States. Pottery, jewellery, bronze tools, human bones — crates and crates of them. Bingham said the items were on loan for eighteen months of study.


Yale kept them for nearly a hundred years.


Peru fought a decades-long legal and diplomatic battle to get the artefacts returned. Peru claimed around 40,000 items had been taken. Yale counted about 5,500, including 330 of museum quality. Finally, between 2011 and 2012, Yale returned the artefacts. They are now housed at the Casa Concha museum in Cusco.



 Case File Extra

 In July 2011 — exactly one hundred years after Bingham's arrival — the Municipality of Cusco awarded a posthumous medal to Agustín Lizárraga, officially recognising him as the true discoverer of Machu Picchu. It took a century, but Lizárraga finally received credit.




In 1983, UNESCO designated Machu Picchu a World Heritage Site. In 2007, it was voted one of the New Seven Wonders of the World in a global poll of over 100 million people. Today, more than 1.5 million visitors come every year — so many that daily limits have been set to protect the ancient stones.



 The Case So Far

 
 	Machu Picchu was built around 1420–1450 by the Inca emperor Pachacuti as a royal estate.

 	About 750 people lived there — royals, priests, servants, and workers.

 	It was abandoned in the 1530s, likely due to disease, civil war, and the collapse of the Inca Empire.

 	The Spanish conquered the empire but never found the city.

 	Local Quechua farmers always knew it was there — it was never truly "lost."

 	Agustín Lizárraga visited in 1902, nine years before Bingham.

 	Bingham claimed the discovery, shipped thousands of artefacts to Yale, and misidentified the site as Vilcabamba.

 	Modern radiocarbon dating shows the city is older than previously thought.

 

 Now it's your turn. What do you think happened?



 

Chapter 9
 Think Like a Detective

 Now that you know everything — what do you think happened, and who deserves the credit?

 You have read the same evidence the archaeologists have. You know what Bingham found, what he claimed, and what he got wrong. You know about the temples, the water system, and the dancing stones. You know that the Inca left no written records — and that everything we think we know is built from reading the ruins.


Now it is your turn to think like a detective.



 [image: A detective's desk covered in maps, photographs of Machu Picchu, a magnifying glass, and notes pinned to a corkboard]
 
 All the evidence is in front of you. The stones, the temples, the timelines, the people. What stands out? What still doesn't add up?
 


There are two big questions — and both of them are genuinely open.


Question 1: Why was Machu Picchu really built?


Most experts say it was Pachacuti's royal estate — a private retreat for the emperor. The evidence for this is strong: the finest house sits next to the cleanest water, the city is small, and Inca emperors commonly built country estates.


But the Intihuatana stone, the Temple of the Sun, and the precise solar alignments suggest this was also a deeply sacred place. Was it a palace that happened to have temples — or a temple complex that happened to house a king?



 Evidence Card

 The Royal Residence + Fountain #1

 The finest building in the city — with the most precise stonework and first access to the cleanest water — is not a temple. It is a house. It sits directly adjacent to Fountain Number One, which receives water before anyone else in the city.

 Supports the theory that Machu Picchu was built primarily as a royal estate for the Sapa Inca.




Question 2: Who really "discovered" Machu Picchu?


Bingham was not first. Lizárraga visited nine years earlier. And before Lizárraga, local Quechua farming families had known about the ruins for generations. When Bingham arrived, two farmers were literally living there.


Can you "discover" a place where people are already living?



 Detective Challenge

 Think about the word "discovery." Bingham brought Machu Picchu to the attention of the world — without him, the site might have remained unknown outside Peru for decades longer. Does that count as discovery? Or does the credit belong to the people who were already there? Is there a difference between finding something and making it famous?




There is no single right answer to either question. Serious archaeologists still disagree about the details — the exact purpose, the exact date of abandonment, the exact chain of events that led the Inca to leave.


What we know for certain is this: six hundred years ago, people with no wheels, no iron tools, and no written language built a city in the sky that still stands. Its walls still hold. Its fountains still carry water. Its stones still dance in earthquakes and settle back into place.


And then those same people walked away — and never came back.



 The Case Is Yours

 You've read the evidence. You've heard the theories. Now it's your turn.

 Was Machu Picchu a palace for a king, a temple for the gods, or something we haven't imagined yet? And who deserves to be called its discoverer — the man who told the world, the farmer who got there first, or the people who never left?



 

About This Book

 The Cloud City is a narrative non-fiction book for young readers ages 8–12. All events, dates, and people are real. The story is told in a way that makes history exciting while teaching critical thinking.

 ***

 This book is part of HistorIQly Jr. — history's greatest mysteries, written for curious young detectives.

 Visit jr.historiqly.com for more books.

 • • •

 
OEBPS/cover.jpg
HISTORIQLY JR.





OEBPS/images/a-detectives-desk-covered-in-maps-photographs-of-machu-picch.jpeg





OEBPS/images/a-split-illustration-showing-three-views-of-machu-picchu-as-.jpeg





OEBPS/images/a-close-up-illustration-of-the-intihuatana-stone-a-carved-gr.jpeg





OEBPS/images/an-illustration-of-modern-machu-picchu-with-tourists-walking.jpeg





OEBPS/images/an-illustration-of-machu-picchu-half-covered-in-jungle-vines.jpeg





OEBPS/images/an-illustrated-map-showing-the-inca-empire-stretching-along-.jpeg





OEBPS/images/an-explorer-in-early-1900s-clothing-climbing-through-dense-j.jpeg





OEBPS/images/an-illustration-of-a-man-in-explorers-clothing-standing-triu.jpeg
TRE Y %
D\Scovf—,!‘“"“





OEBPS/images/a-panoramic-illustration-of-machu-picchu-showing-terraces-st.jpeg





