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 HistorIQly Jr.

 The Script Nobody Can Read

 Easter Island Had Its Own Writing System — and Nobody Has Decoded It

 
 A history mystery for young detectives ages 8–12

 
 HistorIQly Jr.

 


"In every hut one finds wooden tablets or sticks covered in several sorts of hieroglyphic characters."

 — Brother Eugène Eyraud, December 1864



Chapter 1
 The Tablets

 What did a French missionary find in nearly every house on Easter Island?

 In January 1864, a French missionary named Brother Eug\u00e8ne Eyraud arrived on one of the loneliest places on Earth.


Easter Island. A tiny triangle of volcanic rock in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, more than two thousand miles from the nearest city. The closest inhabited land was another small island, over a thousand miles away. Eyraud had come to convert the islanders to Christianity.


He expected to find simple people living simple lives.


He did not expect what he found inside their houses.



 [image: A French missionary in dark robes examining carved wooden tablets inside a thatched Polynesian house, with islanders nearby]
 
 Brother Eyraud inside a Rapa Nui home. Look at the wooden boards on the walls and floor. Every house had them — covered in rows of tiny carved figures.
 


In nearly every hut, Eyraud saw wooden tablets. Some were flat boards the size of a large book. Others were long staffs or carved ornaments. And every one of them was covered — edge to edge, line after line — in rows of tiny figures. Birds. Fish. People. Turtles. Shapes he could not name. Hundreds of them, each no bigger than a fingernail, carved with astonishing care into the dark wood.



 "In every hut one finds wooden tablets or sticks covered in several sorts of hieroglyphic characters."
 — Brother Eug\u00e8ne Eyraud, December 1864



Eyraud had stumbled onto something extraordinary. Easter Island — this isolated speck in the vast Pacific — had its own writing system. Not borrowed. Not copied. Created right here, on this island, by the people who lived on it.



 Case File Extra

 Eyraud reported seeing hundreds of tablets — possibly as many as two thousand. He said they were in almost every home on the island. Today, only 27 survive in the entire world. Not a single one remains on Easter Island.




Nobody else in the entire Pacific had writing. Not the Hawaiians. Not the Maori of New Zealand. Not the Samoans or Tongans or Tahitians. Across thousands of islands spanning thousands of miles of ocean, only the people of Easter Island had figured out how to carve their thoughts into wood.


The islanders called the script rongorongo.


And within a few years of Eyraud's discovery, almost every person who could read it would be dead.

 

Chapter 2
 The Island at the End of the World

 Who were the people of Easter Island — and how did they get there?

 In 1864 — while the American Civil War was raging and the first Geneva Convention was being signed in Europe — Easter Island was home to a civilisation that had been building extraordinary things for centuries.


The islanders called their home Rapa Nui, and they called themselves the Rapa Nui people. Their ancestors had arrived roughly a thousand years earlier, sailing across thousands of miles of open ocean in wooden canoes. They navigated by the stars, the currents, and the patterns of waves — no compasses, no maps, no GPS. Just skill, courage, and knowledge passed down through generations.



 [image: An illustrated treasure-map style chart of the Pacific Ocean showing Easter Island's extreme isolation, with distances marked to Chile, Pitcairn Island, and Tahiti]
 
 Easter Island sits in the southeastern Pacific — 3,700 kilometres from Chile and over 2,000 kilometres from the nearest inhabited island. Why would anyone settle somewhere this isolated?
 


When they arrived, they found a volcanic island covered in palm trees. They brought sweet potatoes, chickens, and the paper mulberry tree. Over the centuries, they built a remarkable civilisation.



 Word Unlock

 Moai
 Massive stone statues carved from volcanic rock on Easter Island. About 900 were carved, some standing over 10 metres tall and weighing 82 tonnes. They represented powerful ancestors and were believed to contain mana — spiritual power that protected the living.




The most famous things the Rapa Nui built were the moai — about 900 enormous stone statues, carved from the volcanic rock at a quarry called Rano Raraku. The biggest stood as tall as a three-storey building. Workers hauled them across the island and placed them on stone platforms called ahu, facing inland to watch over the villages.


But the moai were not the only remarkable thing the Rapa Nui created.


The Scribes


Among the Rapa Nui people, there was a special group called the tangata rongorongo — the masters of the script. These were trained experts who could read and write the carved tablets. They studied for years under older masters, memorising the meaning of every glyph. The training was passed from teacher to student, generation after generation.


The tablets themselves were called kohau rongorongo — "lines of chanting." Oral tradition says there were different types: kohau ta'u (historical records), kohau ika (lists of the war dead), and others containing religious chants, genealogies of chiefs, and knowledge of the stars.


The knowledge of how to read and write rongorongo belonged to a small elite. Most ordinary islanders could not read the tablets. The script was a guarded treasure, held by the chiefs and the scribes.


That made it incredibly fragile.


Because if something happened to the scribes, the knowledge would die with them.

 

Chapter 3
 The Catastrophe

 What destroyed the knowledge of rongorongo — and why did it happen so fast?

 On a December morning in 1862, ships appeared on the horizon off Easter Island. The islanders gathered on the shore to watch. Visitors were rare — the island was so remote that years could pass between arrivals.


The ships were Peruvian slave raiders.



 [image: Dark ships approaching a volcanic island shore at dawn, with worried Rapa Nui people watching from the beach near stone moai statues]
 
 Peruvian slave ships approaching Rapa Nui. The islanders had no weapons that could stop them. Within weeks, half the population would be gone.
 


What happened next was one of the most devastating events in Pacific Island history. Over several months, the raiders kidnapped approximately 1,500 people — roughly half of the entire island's population. They packed them onto ships and took them to Peru to work on farms and mine guano — bird droppings used as fertiliser.


The raiders did not take people at random. They specifically targeted the island's leaders and educated elite.


They took the ariki mau — the paramount chief.


They took the tumu ivi atua — the keepers of cultural knowledge.


And they took the tangata rongorongo — every single trained scribe they could find.



 Case File Extra

 After an international outcry led partly by the Bishop of Tahiti, Peru agreed to return the kidnapped islanders. Of the 1,500 people taken, only about 15 survived the journey home. They brought smallpox with them, which swept through the remaining population. By 1877, only 111 people were left on the entire island.




Think about what that means. Imagine someone kidnapped every teacher, every librarian, every professor, and every scientist from your country — and then burned every school and university to the ground. That is roughly what happened to Easter Island's knowledge.



 "There was nobody left on the island who knew how to read the characters since the Peruvians had brought about the deaths of all the wise men."
 — An unnamed Rapa Nui islander, recorded by investigators



When Brother Eyraud arrived in 1864 — just two years after the slave raids began — he could still see the tablets in people's homes. But the people who could read them were already gone. The carved boards were becoming firewood. Some were used as reels for fishing line. Others were burned by Christian converts who saw them as pagan objects.


The writing system that had taken centuries to develop was being erased in a matter of years.


And nobody — not Eyraud, not the islanders, not the Peruvian government — fully understood what was being lost.

 

Chapter 4
 The Bishop and the Chanter

 Could the last person who claimed to read rongorongo actually read it?

 In 1868, Catholic converts on Easter Island sent a gift to their bishop in Tahiti — a long cord braided from human hair, wound around a small wooden board.


The board was covered in tiny carved glyphs.


Bishop Florentin-\u00c9tienne Jaussen picked it up and turned it over in his hands. He was not a fool. He recognised immediately what he was looking at — a piece of a writing system nobody in the outside world had ever properly studied. He wrote urgently to Father Hippolyte Roussel on Easter Island: collect every tablet you can find, and find anyone who can still read them.



 [image: A Catholic bishop in robes sitting across a table from a Polynesian man, with carved wooden tablets between them. The Polynesian man traces glyphs with his finger while the bishop writes notes]
 
 Bishop Jaussen and Metoro in Tahiti. The bishop recorded everything Metoro chanted. But was Metoro truly reading — or performing from memory?
 


Jaussen managed to collect several tablets. But finding someone who could read them was far harder. The slave raids had killed the scribes. The remaining islanders either could not read the script or were afraid to try.


Then Jaussen found Metoro Tau'a Ure.


The Sessions


Metoro was a Rapa Nui man working as a labourer in Tahiti. He said he had studied under three teachers back on Easter Island — masters named Ngahu, Rei-miro, and Paovaa. He claimed to know the inscriptions "by heart."


Between 1869 and 1874, Jaussen sat with Metoro for session after session. He placed four different tablets in front of Metoro, one at a time. Metoro would hold each tablet, trace the glyphs with his finger, and chant. His voice rose and fell in a rhythmic pattern. Jaussen wrote down every word.



 Detective Challenge

 If you were Bishop Jaussen, how would you test whether Metoro was truly reading the tablets — or just making up chants based on the pictures he could see? Think about this before you read what happened next.




The result was the famous "Jaussen List" — a record of glyph meanings based on Metoro's chanting. For decades, it was the closest thing anyone had to a translation.


But there was a devastating problem.


Years later, a German scholar named Thomas Barthel studied Metoro's sessions carefully. He discovered something troubling. Metoro had read some tablets backwards. He had held them upside down and chanted anyway. And on one tablet that clearly showed a picture of the full moon as part of a lunar calendar, Metoro did not recognise it.


The conclusion was painful but clear. Metoro was not truly reading the script. He was probably performing memorised chants — songs he had learned as a young man — and improvising based on the pictures he could see in the glyphs. He was doing his best. But his best was not the same as reading.


The last thread connecting the living world to rongorongo had snapped.

 

Chapter 5
 The Evidence

 What do the surviving tablets tell us — even though we cannot read them?

 Today, 27 rongorongo objects survive. They are scattered across museums in at least ten countries — from Rome to Santiago to Berlin to Washington, D.C. Not a single one remains on Easter Island.


But even though nobody can read the script, the tablets themselves are full of clues.



 Evidence Card

 The Surviving Tablets (27 objects)

 Flat wooden boards, ceremonial staffs, and carved ornaments, ranging from 7 cm to 126 cm in length. Covered in approximately 15,000 legible glyphs total — tiny carved figures of birds, fish, turtles, humans, and abstract shapes, each about 1 centimetre tall.

 Current status: preserved in museums across 10+ countries. All attempts at decipherment have failed.





 [image: Extreme close-up of rongorongo glyphs carved into dark wood, showing rows of tiny bird, fish, and human figures in alternating directions]
 
 A close-up of rongorongo glyphs. Each figure is only about 1 centimetre tall — roughly the size of a pencil eraser. Notice how every other line appears to be upside down. That is not a mistake.
 


Clue 1: The Writing Direction


Rongorongo has the strangest reading direction of any writing system ever discovered. It is written in reverse boustrophedon. Here is how it works: you read the first line from left to right. Then you physically flip the entire tablet upside down and read the next line — again left to right. Then you flip it again. And again. Every other line is carved upside down.



 Word Unlock

 Boustrophedon
 A Greek word meaning "as the ox ploughs." In a field, an ox ploughs one row left to right, then turns around and ploughs the next row right to left. Some ancient writing systems work the same way — alternating direction with each line. Rongorongo is even stranger: you have to rotate the whole tablet 180 degrees for each new line.




No other known writing system in the world works quite like this. That tells researchers something important: rongorongo was probably not copied from any other script. It was invented from scratch.


Clue 2: The Glyphs Themselves


Thomas Barthel, the German ethnologist who published the first complete catalogue of all rongorongo texts in 1958, identified about 600 different glyph forms. But a Russian researcher named Konstantin Pozdniakov later showed that most of these are just combinations and variants of a much smaller set — roughly 52 core glyphs.



 Detective Challenge

 The number 52 is interesting. The English alphabet has 26 letters. Japanese hiragana has 46 symbols, each representing a syllable. If rongorongo has about 52 core symbols, what kind of writing system do you think it might be — an alphabet (where each symbol is a sound), a syllabary (where each symbol is a syllable), or something else entirely?




Clue 3: Repeating Patterns


In the 1950s, Russian scholars in Leningrad made a crucial discovery. Three tablets — known as H, P, and Q — contain nearly identical texts. They called this repeated text the "Grand Tradition." The fact that the same text appears on multiple tablets proves that rongorongo is not random decoration. These are meaningful, carefully copied texts — like different copies of the same book.


Clue 4: The Lunar Calendar


On one tablet — called Tablet C, or the Mamari — Thomas Barthel identified a sequence of 29 crescent shapes that match the phases of the moon. This is the only part of rongorongo that has been convincingly decoded. It is a lunar calendar, tracking the nights of the moon's cycle.


If the Rapa Nui could record something as precise as a lunar calendar, what else might they have been writing?

 

Chapter 6
 The Theories

 Is rongorongo real writing — or something else entirely?

 For over 150 years, scholars have argued about one fundamental question: what is rongorongo?


The answer matters enormously. Because if rongorongo is a true, independent writing system, it would be one of the rarest achievements in all of human history.



 [image: A comparison illustration showing five ancient writing systems side by side: Sumerian cuneiform, Egyptian hieroglyphics, Chinese oracle bone script, Mayan glyphs, and rongorongo, each with a small map showing where they originated]
 
 The handful of places where writing was invented from scratch. If rongorongo is true writing, Easter Island joins one of the most exclusive clubs in human history. Can you spot how different rongorongo looks from all the others?
 


In the entire history of humanity, writing has been independently invented only a handful of times. Mesopotamian cuneiform. Egyptian hieroglyphics. Chinese characters. Mesoamerican glyphs. Every other writing system on Earth was either copied from or inspired by one of these originals.


If rongorongo is the real thing, the Rapa Nui people — living on one of the most isolated islands on the planet — accomplished something that only four or five other civilisations in all of history ever achieved.



 Detective Challenge

 Some scholars argue that rongorongo might have been inspired by the Spanish treaty of 1770, when Easter Island chiefs signed a document using marks that might have been native script. Others say the 2024 radiocarbon dating proves the tablets existed before any European arrived. What kind of evidence would settle this debate once and for all?




Theory 1: True Writing


Some researchers believe rongorongo is a genuine writing system — a syllabary, where each glyph represents a syllable of the Rapa Nui language. The evidence: there are about 52 core glyphs, which is the right number for a syllabary. The texts show consistent patterns and repetitions. And the same texts appear on multiple tablets, proving the glyphs have fixed meanings.


Theory 2: Proto-Writing


The majority view among scholars is that rongorongo is probably proto-writing — a system of symbols that helped trained chanters remember texts, but did not encode specific language sounds the way an alphabet does. Think of it like a detailed set of pictures that remind you of a story you already know, rather than a text you can read cold. The Dongba script of the Nakhi people in China works this way.


Theory 3: The Copied-From-Spain Theory


In November 1770, a Spanish expedition visited Easter Island. The Spanish captain asked the island's chiefs to sign a treaty of annexation. The chiefs made marks on the document — marks that some historians think resemble rongorongo. Could the islanders have been inspired by seeing European writing for the first time and invented their own in response?



 Case File Extra

 In 1932, a Hungarian scholar named Vilmos Hevesy claimed that about 40 rongorongo symbols matched symbols from the Indus Valley script — a writing system from ancient India, over 20,000 kilometres and 3,000 years away. The idea made headlines. But other researchers disproved the connection: both scripts depict common things like people, fish, and birds, so some similarities are inevitable. It would be like saying English and Japanese are related because both use a circle shape.




The debate cannot be settled without a successful decipherment. And that is the one thing nobody has managed to do.


Not for lack of trying.

 

Chapter 7
 The Code Breakers

 Why have more than twenty claimed decipherments all been rejected?

 In 1886 — twenty-two years after Eyraud first saw the tablets — an American naval ship called the USS Mohican arrived at Easter Island. On board was a man named William Thomson, the ship's paymaster, who had been ordered to document the island's culture.


Thomson learned that an elderly man named Ure Va'e Iko, aged 83, might be one of the last people alive who remembered anything about the tablets. Thomson asked him to chant over the rongorongo boards.


Ure refused. Absolutely not. He said the tablets were sacred and that reading them for outsiders was forbidden. He fled into the hills to hide.



 [image: An elderly Polynesian man reluctantly examining a carved wooden tablet by lamplight, with an American naval officer taking notes behind him]
 
 Ure Va'e Iko examining a rongorongo tablet for William Thomson. He only agreed after "certain stimulants" were provided — meaning rum. Was his chanting a true reading, or something else?
 


Thomson was not easily discouraged. He wrote later:



 "Finally [Ure] took to the hills with the determination to remain in hiding\u2026 [C]ertain stimulants which had been provided for such an emergency were produced\u2026"
 — William Thomson, 1891



The "stimulants" were rum. After enough of it, the old man returned and began to chant. He sang through the night, producing what sounded like a creation myth. But like Metoro before him, scholars have debated ever since whether Ure was truly reading or simply performing remembered songs.



 Detective Challenge

 Thomson gave an elderly man rum until he agreed to chant over sacred objects he had refused to touch. Even if Ure's chanting was genuine, is this the right way to gather evidence? How might the rum have affected the reliability of what he said?




The Modern Attempts


In 1958, Thomas Barthel published the first complete catalogue of nearly every rongorongo text — a book called Grundlagen zur Entzifferung der Osterinselschrift (Foundations for the Decipherment of the Easter Island Script). He numbered every glyph form, creating a system researchers still use today. His identification of the lunar calendar on Tablet C remains the only widely accepted functional reading of any rongorongo text.


In 1957, two Russian scholars, Nikolai Butinov and Yuri Knorozov — Knorozov was famous for helping decode the ancient Mayan script — proposed that repeating patterns on one tablet represented genealogies: lists of rulers with titles and family markers. It was a promising lead, but could not be confirmed.


Then came the most dramatic claim of all.


In 1995, a New Zealand linguist named Steven Roger Fischer announced that he had cracked the code. He said the Santiago Staff — the longest surviving rongorongo text, with 2,920 glyphs carved into a chieftain's rod over a metre long — contained creation chants. Fischer claimed the texts followed a repeating pattern of triplets: "X mated with Y and produced Z."


The announcement made international headlines.



 Detective Challenge

 Fischer said he found a repeating pattern on the Santiago Staff. But when other researchers checked, only 63 of the 113 sequences actually followed his pattern. The grammar he described was from the Tahitian language, not the Rapa Nui language. What would you need to see before accepting someone's claim to have decoded a lost script?




Other scholars demolished Fischer's reading. The pattern only worked about half the time. The language was wrong. No known Polynesian myth described the kind of creation story Fischer proposed. His decipherment was rejected by virtually every other rongorongo researcher.


At least twenty different people have announced they have decoded rongorongo. Not one of their solutions has been accepted by the wider community of scholars.


The script remains completely, stubbornly, magnificently unread.

 

Chapter 8
 What We Know Now

 Has any breakthrough brought us closer to reading rongorongo?

 For decades, one question hung over rongorongo like a shadow: was it truly invented on Easter Island, or did the Rapa Nui people get the idea from European visitors?


In February 2024, an Italian scholar named Silvia Ferrara and her team at the University of Bologna published a study that changed the conversation.



 [image: A scientist in white gloves carefully handling a small, dark rongorongo tablet in a museum laboratory, with scientific equipment visible in the background]
 
 Modern researchers handle rongorongo tablets with extreme care. The 2024 radiocarbon study tested the wood itself — not the carvings — to determine when the trees were cut down.
 


Ferrara's team used radiocarbon dating — a technique that measures the decay of a radioactive form of carbon in organic materials — to test four rongorongo tablets preserved in Rome. One tablet produced a secure date: the wood it was carved on came from a tree cut down between 1493 and 1509.


That is more than 200 years before any European set foot on Easter Island.



 Word Unlock

 Radiocarbon Dating
 All living things absorb a tiny amount of radioactive carbon (called carbon-14) from the atmosphere. When they die, the carbon-14 starts to decay at a known, steady rate. By measuring how much carbon-14 remains in a piece of wood or bone, scientists can calculate when the organism died. It works for objects up to about 50,000 years old.





 "If you borrow a writing system, then you keep it as close to the original as possible."
 — Silvia Ferrara, 2024



Ferrara's point was powerful. Rongorongo looks nothing like European letters — no resemblance at all. If the Rapa Nui had been trying to copy European writing, you would expect their script to look at least somewhat similar. Instead, rongorongo is entirely unique: tiny figures of birds, fish, turtles, and humans, read by flipping the tablet upside down after each line. This is not a copy of anything.



 Detective Challenge

 The radiocarbon dating tells us when the tree was cut down — not when the carving was done. Someone could have carved an old piece of wood decades or even centuries later. Does this weaken the evidence? Or is it still strong? What additional test would help?




Today, researchers are also using new technologies. Three-dimensional scanning creates detailed digital models of every glyph on every tablet. Statistical analysis by computer reveals patterns human eyes might miss. Some teams are experimenting with artificial intelligence, training algorithms to search for structure in the texts.


The problem remains the same as it was in 1864: there is no Rosetta Stone. When Egyptian hieroglyphics were decoded in the 1820s, scholars had the Rosetta Stone — a slab inscribed with the same text in three scripts, including Greek, which they could already read. For rongorongo, there is no bilingual text, no parallel translation, nothing to anchor a decipherment to.


And there are only about 15,000 surviving glyphs. The Mayan script was decoded using a corpus of over 400,000 signs. Fifteen thousand is barely enough to work with.



 The Case So Far

 
 	In 1864, Brother Eyraud found hundreds of carved tablets in homes across Easter Island — the only indigenous writing system in all of Polynesia.

 	Peruvian slave raids in 1862\u20131863 killed or kidnapped almost every person who could read the script.

 	Bishop Jaussen's sessions with Metoro (1869\u20131874) and Thomson's encounter with Ure Va'e Iko (1886) both failed to produce reliable readings.

 	Only 27 objects survive, scattered across museums in 10+ countries. None remain on Easter Island.

 	Thomas Barthel identified a lunar calendar on one tablet — the only part of rongorongo that has been convincingly read.

 	At least 20 claimed decipherments have been rejected by other scholars.

 	In 2024, radiocarbon dating placed one tablet's wood at 1493\u20131509 — before European contact — supporting independent invention.

 

 Now it's your turn. What do you think happened?



 

Chapter 9
 Think Like a Detective

 Now that you know everything — what do you think rongorongo is, and will we ever read it?

 You have now seen the same evidence that the world's best linguists, archaeologists, and code breakers have been staring at for over 150 years.


Let's lay it out.



 [image: A detective's desk covered in photographs of rongorongo tablets, maps of Easter Island, a magnifying glass, timeline notes, and scattered research papers under warm lamplight]
 
 Everything we know. Every clue. Every failed attempt. The question has been open for 160 years. What do you see that others might have missed?
 


The facts nobody disputes:


Rongorongo exists. Twenty-seven objects covered in approximately 15,000 carefully carved glyphs sit in museums around the world. The carvings are consistent, deliberate, and follow clear rules — reverse boustrophedon direction, consistent glyph forms, repeated phrases across multiple tablets. This is not decoration. This is something.


The people who could read it are gone. The slave raids of 1862 destroyed an entire civilisation's intellectual class. Neither Metoro nor Ure Va'e Iko could demonstrate genuine reading ability. The chain of knowledge was broken.


No bilingual text exists. There is no Rosetta Stone for rongorongo — no document where the same text appears in rongorongo and a language we can already read.



 Evidence Card

 The Santiago Staff (Tablet I)

 A chieftain's ceremonial rod, 126 cm long, carved with 2,920 individual glyphs — the longest surviving rongorongo text. The staff was collected in the 1870s and is now in Santiago, Chile. Steven Fischer claimed to have decoded it in 1995; his reading was rejected by other scholars.

 Current status: undeciphered. The most promising single object for future decipherment attempts due to its length.




The open questions:


Is rongorongo true writing — a system that encodes the sounds of a language — or proto-writing, a memory aid for trained chanters? The 52-glyph count suggests a syllabary. The repeating patterns suggest fixed meanings. But without a decipherment, nobody can prove it either way.


Was it invented independently? The 2024 radiocarbon dating strongly supports this — but it dated the wood, not the carving. Did the Rapa Nui people achieve something that happened only a handful of times in all of human history?



 Detective Challenge

 Here is the hardest question of all. Rongorongo has about 15,000 surviving glyphs. The Mayan script was decoded with over 400,000. Egyptian hieroglyphics had the Rosetta Stone. Rongorongo has neither enough text nor a bilingual key. Given these constraints, do you think rongorongo will ever be decoded? What would need to happen? Could artificial intelligence succeed where human scholars have failed?




There is a glimmer of hope. New technology — 3D scanning, statistical analysis, machine learning — gives researchers tools that Barthel and Knorozov never had. And there is always the possibility that a new tablet might be found: in an attic, in a museum storeroom, in the ground of Easter Island itself. One more tablet — especially a long one — could change everything.


Right now, 27 wooden objects sit in glass cases in museums across the world. They are covered in tiny, exquisite carvings of birds and fish and people, carved with shark teeth and volcanic glass by hands that have been dust for centuries.


The carvings are perfectly preserved. The wood is intact. The glyphs are clear.


And not a single living person on Earth can read a word of it.



 The Case Is Yours

 You've read the evidence. You've heard the theories. Now it's your turn.

 Did the Rapa Nui people independently invent one of the rarest achievements in human history — true writing? Or is rongorongo something else, a brilliant but different kind of record that we don't yet have a name for? And will anyone, ever, find the key to reading it?



 

About This Book

 The Script Nobody Can Read is a narrative non-fiction book for young readers ages 8–12. All events, dates, and people are real. The story is told in a way that makes history exciting while teaching critical thinking.

 This book is part of HistorIQly Jr. — history's greatest mysteries, written for curious young detectives.

 Visit jr.historiqly.com for more books.
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