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 HistorIQly Jr.

 Stonehenge

 Someone Moved 5-Ton Stones 200 Miles. No One Knows Exactly Why.

 
 A history mystery for young detectives ages 8–12

 
 HistorIQly Jr.

 


"We may never know the full story. The builders of Stonehenge could not write, so they left no words. But they left something more powerful — a monument that has made people ask questions for five thousand years."

 — Mike Parker Pearson, archaeologist



Chapter 1
 The Stones at Dawn

 What is Stonehenge — and why has no one been able to explain it for five thousand years?

 Every year, on the longest day of summer, thousands of people gather on a windswept plain in southern England. They arrive in the dark. They stand shoulder to shoulder in the cold grass, wrapped in blankets, watching the eastern sky.


They are waiting for the sun.


When it rises, it does something extraordinary. The first beam of light passes directly through a gap in a ring of enormous stones — stones that have stood in this exact position for five thousand years. The light slides between them like a key fitting a lock.



 [image: Stonehenge at dawn on the summer solstice, the sun rising perfectly through the stone circle with golden light streaming between the pillars]
 
 The summer solstice sunrise at Stonehenge. The sun lines up perfectly with the stones — exactly as it was designed to, five thousand years ago. How did people without metal tools, wheels, or writing create something this precise?
 


This is Stonehenge. You have almost certainly seen a picture of it. A circle of massive grey stones standing in the middle of a flat, grassy plain in Wiltshire, England. Some of the stones are topped with horizontal slabs, forming doorway shapes called trilithons. Some have fallen. Some have vanished entirely. But even in ruins, it is one of the most astonishing structures ever built.


And nobody knows exactly why it exists.


Here is what makes the mystery so extraordinary. The people who built Stonehenge had no metal tools. They had no wheels. They had no cranes, no pulleys, no written language, and no system of mathematics that survived. They were farmers and herders who lived in small settlements of wooden huts and cooked over open fires.



 Case File Extra

 Stonehenge is older than the Great Pyramid of Giza. Construction began around 3000 BC — roughly five hundred years before the Egyptians started building the pyramids. When the pharaohs were just getting started, Stonehenge had already been standing for centuries.




And yet, somehow, these people moved stones weighing up to twenty-five tonnes across miles of rolling countryside. They shaped them with nothing but stone hammers. They raised them upright. They balanced enormous slabs on top. And most remarkably of all, they transported a set of smaller stones — called bluestones — nearly two hundred miles from the mountains of Wales.


Nobody told them to, as far as we know. No written record explains the plan. They just did it — and they kept doing it for more than a thousand years.


Think about that. A thousand years of work. Generation after generation, century after century, people returned to this one spot on the plain and kept building. Your great-great-great-great-grandparents might have started it. Your great-great-great-grandchildren might have finished it. Nobody alive when it was completed would have remembered when it began.


Why?


That is the question at the heart of Stonehenge. Not "who built it" — we know it was the ancient people of Britain. Not "when" — we can date it with remarkable precision. Not even "how," though that is still fiercely debated.


The real mystery is why. And after five thousand years, nobody has solved it.

 

Chapter 2
 Before the Pyramids

 What was Britain like when someone decided to drag giant stones across the country?

 In 3000 BC — five hundred years before the Egyptians built the Great Pyramid of Giza, and more than two thousand years before the Romans invaded Britain — the island we now call England was a very different place.


There were no cities. No roads. No metal. The people who lived here were Neolithic farmers — the first people in Britain to grow crops and keep animals instead of wandering from place to place hunting for food. They lived in small settlements of timber and thatch, clustered near rivers and springs. They had stone tools, animal-skin clothing, and pottery they shaped by hand.



 Word Unlock

 Neolithic
 Neolithic means "New Stone Age." It is the period of human history when people first learned to farm, build permanent settlements, and make polished stone tools — but had not yet discovered how to use metal. In Britain, the Neolithic period lasted roughly from 4000 BC to 2500 BC.




They had no writing. Everything they knew — how to plant wheat, when to move cattle, where to find the best flint for axes — was passed down by voice, from parent to child, from elder to apprentice. If it was forgotten, it was gone.



 [image: Illustrated map of southern Britain showing Salisbury Plain, the Preseli Hills in Wales, and the route the bluestones may have travelled]
 
 The journey of the bluestones: from the Preseli Hills in western Wales to Salisbury Plain in southern England — nearly two hundred miles. No one knows the exact route. Could it have been by sea, by river, or entirely overland?
 


But they were not primitive. They were engineers. Across Britain and Ireland, Neolithic people built extraordinary monuments. Stone circles. Long burial mounds called barrows. Enormous earth enclosures. The passage tomb at Newgrange in Ireland — built around 3200 BC — was designed so that sunlight floods its inner chamber on exactly one day a year: the winter solstice. These were people who watched the sky and understood what they saw.


Salisbury Plain, where Stonehenge stands, was already a special place. Long before the first stone was raised, people had been visiting the plain for ceremonies. Enormous wooden posts — some as thick as tree trunks — had been driven into the ground nearby. Burial mounds dotted the surrounding hills. Whatever Stonehenge became, it was built in a place that already mattered.



 Case File Extra

 A man archaeologists call the "Amesbury Archer" was buried near Stonehenge around 2300 BC with the richest collection of grave goods ever found from this period in Britain — including gold hair ornaments, copper knives, and flint arrowheads. Chemical analysis of his teeth showed he had grown up in the Alps, hundreds of miles away. Even five thousand years ago, people were travelling enormous distances.




The first phase of Stonehenge was not the stone circle you see in photographs. Around 3000 BC, people dug a circular ditch with a bank of earth inside it — a type of monument called a henge. Inside the circle, they dug fifty-six evenly spaced holes, now called the Aubrey Holes, after John Aubrey, the seventeenth-century antiquarian who first noticed them.


Those holes contained something unexpected. Cremated human bones. At least fifty-eight different people were buried there over the next five hundred years. Stonehenge, from the very beginning, was a place of the dead.


But the stones — the enormous, unmistakable stones that made Stonehenge famous — they came later.


And they came from an astonishing distance.

 

Chapter 3
 The Stones That Came from Wales

 How did a geologist prove that Stonehenge's stones came from nearly two hundred miles away?

 For centuries, people assumed the stones of Stonehenge came from somewhere nearby. Salisbury Plain is covered in chalk and clay — not the kind of rock you would build a monument from — but surely there were quarries within a few miles? Nobody gave it much thought.


Then, in 1923, a geologist named Herbert Henry Thomas changed everything.


Thomas worked at the Geological Survey of Great Britain. His job was to identify rocks — to look at a piece of stone and say exactly where on Earth it had come from. He was, by all accounts, extremely good at it.



 [image: Neolithic people working together to drag a massive bluestone on wooden sledges and rollers across a green landscape, with mountains in the background]
 
 How did they do it? One theory: hundreds of people dragged the bluestones on wooden sledges across rivers, hills, and valleys for nearly two hundred miles. Each stone weighs as much as a car.
 


Thomas examined the smaller stones at Stonehenge — the ones called bluestones, because they have a faint blue-grey colour when wet or freshly broken. He studied their mineral composition under a microscope. He compared them with rock samples from all over Britain. And he found something astonishing.


The bluestones did not come from Salisbury Plain. They did not come from anywhere nearby. They came from the Preseli Hills — a remote range of rocky mountains in Pembrokeshire, in the far west of Wales.


Nearly two hundred miles away.



 Word Unlock

 Petrology
 Petrology is the branch of geology that studies rocks — what they are made of, how they formed, and where they come from. A petrologist can examine a piece of stone under a microscope and identify its exact origin, like a fingerprint. H.H. Thomas used petrology to trace the bluestones back to Wales.




This was staggering. Each bluestone weighs between two and five tons — as heavy as a large car. There are about eighty of them. And someone, five thousand years ago, had moved them from the mountains of Wales to a flat plain in southern England without wheels, without metal tools, and without roads.


How?


Thomas suggested glaciers might have carried the stones partway during the last Ice Age, depositing them closer to Salisbury Plain. But most modern archaeologists disagree. In 2011 and 2015, researchers found the actual quarry sites in Wales — at places called Craig Rhos-y-felin and Carn Goedog. They found the slots where the stones had been wedged out of the rock face. They found the abandoned stone tools. They even found a camp where the quarry workers had rested and cooked meals.


The bluestones were quarried on purpose. Deliberately selected. And then moved — by human hands — nearly two hundred miles south.



 Case File Extra

 In 2000, a group of volunteers tried to move a single bluestone from Wales to Salisbury Plain using only methods available in the Stone Age — wooden sledges, rollers, and a raft. The raft sank in the Bristol Channel. The stone had to be rescued by a modern crane. Moving even one bluestone was far harder than anyone had imagined.




The larger stones — the massive grey pillars called sarsens — came from closer by: the West Woods near Marlborough, about fifteen miles north of Stonehenge. But "closer" is a matter of perspective. The biggest sarsens weigh about twenty-five tonnes — as heavy as four African elephants.


Scientists now know where the stones came from. They know when they were quarried. They even know roughly how many people it would have taken to drag them — perhaps two hundred people pulling a single stone on a wooden sledge, with a team laying logs as rollers ahead of them.


But knowing how it could be done is not the same as knowing why.


Why would thousands of people, across dozens of generations, dedicate their lives to dragging rocks across a country?

 

Chapter 4
 Merlin, Druids, and Aliens

 For thousands of years, people made up stories about Stonehenge. Why did they believe them?

 Long before scientists began investigating Stonehenge, people invented stories to explain it. When you stand in front of those enormous stones and cannot imagine how they got there, you need an answer. Any answer. Even a magical one.


The oldest written explanation comes from a Welsh cleric named Geoffrey of Monmouth. In about 1136 — nearly nine hundred years ago — Geoffrey wrote a book called Historia Regum Britanniae, the History of the Kings of Britain. It was full of legends, and one of the most famous was about Stonehenge.



 [image: A storybook illustration of the wizard Merlin raising enormous stones into the air with magic, while amazed onlookers watch from below]
 
 Geoffrey of Monmouth's version: the wizard Merlin used his magic to transport the stones from Ireland. It was a great story — but was there any truth behind the legend?
 


According to Geoffrey, a king named Aurelius Ambrosius wanted to build a memorial for British soldiers who had died in battle. He asked the wizard Merlin for help. Merlin told him about a magical circle of giant stones in Ireland called the Giants' Ring. The stones had healing powers, Merlin said. They had been brought to Ireland from Africa by giants long ago.


Merlin used his magic to transport the entire stone circle from Ireland to Salisbury Plain. He raised the stones into the air, carried them across the sea, and set them down in the exact arrangement we see today.


It was a brilliant story. It explained everything: why the stones were so enormous (giants had handled them), why they had come from far away (Ireland, via magic), and why they were arranged so precisely (a wizard designed it). For centuries, many people accepted Geoffrey's version as fact.



 "Send for the Giants' Ring which is on Mount Killaraus in Ireland. In that place there is a stone construction which no man of this period could ever erect."
 — Geoffrey of Monmouth, History of the Kings of Britain, c. 1136



Five hundred years later, a new theory arrived. In the 1720s, a doctor and antiquarian named William Stukeley made detailed drawings and measurements of Stonehenge — the most accurate anyone had ever produced. He noticed the astronomical alignments. He measured the layout. And he decided that Stonehenge had been built by the Druids — the priestly class of the ancient Celtic people.


Stukeley's idea was wildly popular. It gave Stonehenge a romantic, mysterious image — robed priests performing rituals among the stones at midnight. The image stuck. To this day, modern Druid groups hold ceremonies at Stonehenge every solstice.



 Case File Extra

 The problem with the Druid theory? Timing. The Druids lived during the Iron Age, roughly 500 BC to 100 AD. Stonehenge was built between 3000 BC and 2000 BC — more than two thousand years before the first Druid existed. That is like saying the Romans built the Eiffel Tower.




In the twentieth century, a new kind of theory emerged. Writers like Erich von Däniken suggested that ancient people could not possibly have built Stonehenge on their own. The stones were too heavy. The engineering was too precise. His answer? Aliens. Visitors from outer space must have helped.


Von Däniken's books sold millions of copies. The idea was exciting — but it had one major flaw. It assumed that ancient people were not clever enough to solve engineering problems. Modern experiments and archaeological discoveries have shown the opposite. Neolithic people were ingenious, resourceful, and determined. They did not need aliens.


They needed each other. Hundreds of people, working together, for a reason that mattered to them more than we may ever fully understand.


The stories people told about Stonehenge — Merlin, Druids, aliens — all have one thing in common. They assumed that ordinary human beings could not have done this.


They were wrong.

 

Chapter 5
 What the Stones Tell Us

 When you look at the evidence carefully, what do the stones themselves reveal?

 Forget the stories. Forget the theories. Look at the stones themselves. They have a lot to tell you — if you know how to listen.


The Engineering


The first thing that strikes any engineer who examines Stonehenge is the joints. The stone lintels — the horizontal slabs balanced on top of the uprights — are not simply resting there by gravity. They are locked into place using a technique called mortise and tenon.


Here is how it works. On top of each upright stone, the builders carved a raised knob — a bump sticking up from the surface. On the bottom of each lintel, they carved a matching hole. The knob fits into the hole like a peg in a socket. The lintel cannot slide off sideways.



 [image: A close-up illustration showing the mortise and tenon joint carved into sarsen stones at Stonehenge, with the raised knob on the upright fitting into the hole in the lintel]
 
 A mortise and tenon joint — a technique borrowed from woodworking, carved into stone. This is what holds the lintels in place. Each joint was shaped by hand with stone hammers. Why would the builders go to so much trouble?
 



 Word Unlock

 Mortise and Tenon
 A mortise and tenon joint is a way of connecting two pieces of material. A "tenon" is a raised knob carved on one piece. A "mortise" is a matching hole carved into the other. The tenon slots into the mortise, locking the two pieces together. Carpenters have used this technique in woodworking for thousands of years — but at Stonehenge, it was carved into stone.




This is a woodworking technique. Carpenters use it to join timber beams. The builders of Stonehenge were so familiar with working in wood that they transferred the same method to stone — an almost unimaginable amount of extra work. Every knob and every hole was shaped by hand, using stone hammers, blow by blow.


Why would they bother? Because they wanted it to last.


The Alignment


The second remarkable piece of evidence is the alignment. Stonehenge is not randomly arranged. The main axis of the monument — the line running through the centre and out through the entrance along a processional road called the Avenue — points directly at the spot on the horizon where the sun rises on the longest day of the year: the summer solstice.


Stand at the centre of Stonehenge on the morning of June 21st and look northeast. The sun rises directly over a large stone called the Heel Stone, positioned outside the main circle. The alignment is precise to within a fraction of a degree.



 Evidence Card

 The Cremated Remains (3000–2500 BC)

 At least fifty-eight individuals were cremated and buried in the Aubrey Holes and the surrounding ditch over a period of roughly five hundred years. Some bones show signs that they were dug up, moved, and reburied more than once — suggesting these were not ordinary burials, but part of an ongoing ritual.

 Confirmed by radiocarbon dating. Chemical analysis of the bones shows that some of the people buried at Stonehenge grew up in western Britain — possibly Wales.




Turn around and look southwest. That is where the sun sets on the shortest day of the year — the winter solstice. Some archaeologists now believe the winter solstice alignment was the one that mattered most to the builders, because the Avenue approaches Stonehenge from the northeast, meaning the procession would have walked toward the setting midwinter sun.



 Detective Challenge

 Some of the cremated people buried at Stonehenge grew up in Wales — the same place the bluestones came from. Do you think the stones and the people were connected? Could the stones have been brought to honour specific people — or was it the other way around, with people travelling to be buried near the stones?




The stones, the bones, the alignment with the sun — all of it points to one conclusion. Stonehenge was designed with extraordinary care, by people who knew exactly what they were doing.


But knowing how something was built does not tell you why. For that, you need theories.

 

Chapter 6
 Why Did They Build It?

 Scientists have at least four different theories about why Stonehenge exists. Which one do you find most convincing?

 Archaeologists love evidence. But when the evidence can support more than one explanation, the arguments begin. Stonehenge has inspired at least four major theories — and each one has something going for it.


Theory 1: A Temple to the Dead


This is the theory championed by archaeologist Mike Parker Pearson. His idea is simple but powerful: Stonehenge was a place for the dead, while nearby Durrington Walls — a massive timber settlement two miles away — was a place for the living.


The evidence? The cremated remains of at least fifty-eight people buried at the site. The fact that Stonehenge is made of stone (permanent, enduring — like death), while Durrington Walls was built of wood (temporary, decaying — like life). And the two sites are connected by the River Avon and processional roads. Parker Pearson believes mourners carried the dead from the settlement of the living to the monument of the ancestors.



 "Stonehenge was a place for the dead. Durrington Walls was a place for the living. The two were connected by the river — a symbolic journey from life to death."
 — Mike Parker Pearson, archaeologist



Theory 2: An Astronomical Observatory


In 1963, astronomer Gerald Hawkins published a paper arguing that Stonehenge was a giant astronomical calculator. He used an early computer to map the positions of the stones and found that many of them aligned with the rising and setting points of the sun and moon at key moments of the year.



 [image: Gerald Hawkins studying astronomical charts and stone position data next to a large 1960s computer with blinking lights and tape reels]
 
 Gerald Hawkins used one of the most powerful computers of 1963 to map the positions of the stones against astronomical events. His controversial claim: Stonehenge was a Neolithic computer for predicting eclipses.
 



 Case File Extra

 Gerald Hawkins used an IBM 7090 computer — one of the most powerful in the world in 1963 — to calculate the astronomical alignments at Stonehenge. The computer filled an entire room. Today, the same calculations could be done on a mobile phone in seconds.




Hawkins called Stonehenge "a Neolithic computer." The summer solstice alignment is the most famous, but there are others — lines that track where the moon rises at its most northerly and southerly points in an 18.6-year cycle. If Hawkins was right, Stonehenge's builders understood the sky far better than anyone had imagined.


Theory 3: A Healing Centre


Archaeologists Timothy Darvill and Geoffrey Wainwright proposed a different idea entirely. They noticed that the bluestones — the ones brought nearly two hundred miles from Wales — came from an area associated with natural healing springs. Local folklore in the Preseli Hills connected those specific rocks with healing powers.


Perhaps, they argued, people came to Stonehenge not to bury the dead or watch the stars, but to be healed. Many of the human remains found nearby show signs of serious illness or injury. Was Stonehenge an ancient hospital — a place where the sick travelled from across Britain, hoping the magical stones would cure them?


Theory 4: A Monument of Unification


The most recent theory suggests that Stonehenge was a symbol of unity. The bluestones came from Wales. The sarsens came from the north. The people buried there came from all over Britain. Perhaps Stonehenge was designed to bring together the scattered communities of Neolithic Britain — a shared project that required cooperation on a scale never seen before.


Building it would have required hundreds of people working together over decades. Perhaps the building itself was the point. Not the finished monument, but the act of creating it — together.



 Detective Challenge

 Each theory explains some of the evidence but not all of it. The healing theory explains why the bluestones came from so far away, but not the astronomical alignments. The observatory theory explains the alignments, but not the human burials. Could more than one theory be right at the same time? Can a single building serve as a temple, a calendar, and a hospital all at once?




Four theories. Four different ways of reading the same evidence. And the frustrating truth is that none of them can be proven wrong — because the people who built Stonehenge left no written record explaining what they intended.


The stones are still talking. We are still learning how to listen.

 

Chapter 7
 Digging for Answers

 What did modern archaeologists discover when they finally looked beyond the stones?

 For centuries, people focused on the stones. They measured them, drew them, photographed them, argued about them. But in the early 2000s, an archaeologist named Mike Parker Pearson asked a question that changed everything.


What if Stonehenge was not the whole story? What if the stones were just one part of something much bigger?


Parker Pearson led a project called the Stonehenge Riverside Project, which ran from 2003 to 2009. Instead of digging at Stonehenge itself — where decades of excavation had already churned the soil — his team explored the landscape around it. And what they found was extraordinary.



 [image: An archaeologist carefully excavating the floor of a Neolithic house at Durrington Walls, with tools and bones visible in the soil]
 
 At Durrington Walls, just two miles from Stonehenge, archaeologists found the remains of a massive Neolithic settlement — hundreds of houses, enormous feasting pits, and a wooden circle that mirrored Stonehenge's layout. Were these the homes of the builders?
 


Two miles northeast of Stonehenge, beside the River Avon, lay Durrington Walls — one of the largest Neolithic settlements ever found in Europe. Parker Pearson's team uncovered the remains of hundreds of small houses, each about five metres square, with central hearths and clay floors. They found enormous quantities of animal bone — mostly pig and cattle — suggesting huge feasts. They found pottery, tools, and jewellery.



 Word Unlock

 Radiocarbon Dating
 Radiocarbon dating is a method scientists use to find out how old something is. All living things contain a substance called carbon-14, which slowly breaks down after death at a known rate. By measuring how much carbon-14 is left in a piece of bone, charcoal, or wood, scientists can calculate when it died — sometimes accurate to within a few decades, even for objects thousands of years old.




The settlement was not permanent. People came, stayed for a while — probably during the winter months — and then left. The evidence suggested seasonal gatherings: hundreds, perhaps thousands of people arriving from across Britain, feasting together, and then performing rituals at Stonehenge.


Parker Pearson noticed a crucial detail. Durrington Walls had its own circular monument — but it was made of wood, not stone. And it was connected to the River Avon by a paved road, just as Stonehenge was connected to the same river by the Avenue. The two sites mirrored each other.



 "We think the living came to Durrington Walls to feast and celebrate. Then they carried their dead down the river to Stonehenge — the domain of the ancestors."
 — Mike Parker Pearson



Meanwhile, in Wales, another team made a breakthrough. Between 2011 and 2019, researchers identified the exact quarry sites where the bluestones had been extracted — at Craig Rhos-y-felin and Carn Goedog in the Preseli Hills. They found stone wedges still jammed in the rock face, tool marks, and a camp with charcoal dated to around 3000 BC.


Even more remarkably, they found the remains of a dismantled stone circle at a site called Waun Mawn, just a few miles from the quarries. The circle had the same diameter as the ditch at Stonehenge. Some of its stone holes matched the shapes of the bluestones at Stonehenge exactly.



 Detective Challenge

 The evidence suggests that the bluestones were first set up in a circle in Wales, then taken apart and moved nearly two hundred miles to Salisbury Plain. Why would people move an entire stone circle? Is it possible the stones themselves were sacred — not just the place where they stood?




Parker Pearson now believes the answer is astonishing: the bluestones were not just quarried in Wales. They were part of an existing Welsh monument. When a large group of people migrated east to Salisbury Plain, they brought their sacred circle with them — stone by stone — like carrying a cathedral across a country.


If he is right, Stonehenge was not built from scratch. It was reassembled. A monument moved.


But the biggest question — the one no excavation has yet answered — remained.

 

Chapter 8
 The Biggest Unanswered Question

 After five thousand years of investigation, what do we actually know — and what don't we?

 Let us take stock. After centuries of study — radiocarbon dating, satellite surveys, chemical analysis, and some of the most sophisticated archaeology on the planet — here is what we know about Stonehenge, and what we do not.


We know who built it. The Neolithic and early Bronze Age people of Britain. Not Merlin. Not the Druids. Not aliens. Ordinary people — farmers, herders, and builders — who were far more capable than later generations gave them credit for.


We know when. Construction began around 3000 BC and continued in phases for more than a thousand years, with the most dramatic building work — the raising of the great sarsen trilithons — happening around 2500 BC.



 [image: Modern-day Stonehenge seen from above, with visitors walking among the stones on a summer day, the surrounding landscape of green fields visible]
 
 Stonehenge today. Over a million people visit every year. The stones are roped off to protect them — except on the solstices, when visitors are allowed to walk among them freely. After five thousand years, people are still drawn to this place.
 


We know where the stones came from. The bluestones were quarried in the Preseli Hills of western Wales, nearly two hundred miles away. The larger sarsen stones came from the West Woods near Marlborough, about fifteen miles to the north.


We know roughly how the stones were moved. Sledges, rollers, ropes, and the coordinated muscle of hundreds of people. The lintels were probably raised on timber scaffolding or earth ramps, then slid into position. Every stone was shaped by hand — a process that would have taken months per stone.


And we know the site was connected to death. Cremated remains, burial mounds, processional roads, and a landscape thick with ritual monuments all point to Stonehenge as a sacred place linked to the dead and the ancestors.



 Detective Challenge

 Stonehenge was built over more than a thousand years — roughly fifty generations of people. Each generation added something or changed the design. Does this mean there was a single "master plan" passed down through the centuries — or did each generation have its own reasons for building?




But we do not know why.


Was it primarily a temple for the dead — a place where the ancestors were honoured? Was it an astronomical observatory — a machine for predicting the movements of the sun and moon? Was it a healing centre, drawing the sick and injured to the magical bluestones? Or was it a unifying monument, a shared project that brought scattered communities together?


The honest answer is: we do not know. And we may never know for certain. The builders of Stonehenge left no writing. They left no instructions. They left only the stones.



 The Case So Far

 
 	Stonehenge was built in stages over more than a thousand years, beginning around 3000 BC.

 	The bluestones were transported nearly two hundred miles from the Preseli Hills in Wales — possibly from a dismantled stone circle.

 	The sarsen stones, weighing up to twenty-five tonnes, came from about fifteen miles north.

 	At least fifty-eight cremated individuals were buried at the site over five hundred years.

 	The monument is precisely aligned with the summer solstice sunrise and winter solstice sunset.

 	Mortise and tenon joints — a woodworking technique — were carved into stone to lock the lintels in place.

 	Durrington Walls, a massive settlement two miles away, may have housed the builders during seasonal gatherings.

 	No written record exists explaining why Stonehenge was built.

 

 Now it's your turn. What do you think happened?




Five thousand years of questions. A thousand years of building. And the biggest mystery of all is the simplest one to ask.


Why?

 

Chapter 9
 What Do You Think?

 Now that you've seen all the evidence — why do you think they built Stonehenge?

 You have read the same evidence the archaeologists have studied. You have seen the theories. You know where the stones came from, how they were moved, who was buried there, and what the sky looks like from the centre of the circle on the longest and shortest days of the year.


Now it is your turn.



 [image: A detective's desk with a map of Britain, photos of Stonehenge, bluestone samples, a timeline pinned to a corkboard, and a magnifying glass]
 
 Time to weigh the evidence. You have the stones, the bones, the alignments, and the theories. What does it all add up to?
 


Consider the evidence that supports a temple to the dead. Fifty-eight cremated people buried at the site. A processional road linking the monument to a settlement of the living. Stone — permanent and enduring — chosen for a place meant to last beyond any single lifetime. If Stonehenge was a cathedral for the ancestors, it makes sense that generation after generation would keep returning to maintain and expand it.


Now consider the evidence for an astronomical observatory. The precise alignment with the solstice. The positions of the stones matching the movements of the sun and moon. The fifty-six Aubrey Holes, which some astronomers believe could track eclipse cycles. If the builders understood the sky well enough to predict eclipses, that knowledge would have given them enormous authority.



 Evidence Card

 The Solstice Alignment

 The main axis of Stonehenge — running from the centre through the Avenue and past the Heel Stone — aligns precisely with the midsummer sunrise and the midwinter sunset. This alignment has not changed in five thousand years. The builders planned it from the very beginning.

 Confirmed by astronomical calculations and modern surveys. The alignment is accurate to within a fraction of a degree.




Think about the healing theory. The bluestones came from an area associated with healing springs. Many of the people buried near Stonehenge showed signs of serious injury or illness. If word spread that the bluestones had healing powers, it would explain why people were willing to transport them nearly two hundred miles — and why the sick might travel great distances to visit.


And finally, the unification theory. The stones came from different parts of Britain. The people buried there came from different regions. Building Stonehenge required cooperation between communities that might otherwise have had no reason to work together. Perhaps the act of building was itself sacred — a shared purpose that turned strangers into allies.



 Detective Challenge

 Here is something to consider. Over a thousand years, the purpose of Stonehenge might have changed. The people who started it in 3000 BC might have had a completely different reason from the people who raised the giant sarsens in 2500 BC. Is it possible that there is no single answer — that Stonehenge meant different things to different generations?




Here is what archaeologist Mike Parker Pearson said after twenty years of studying Stonehenge:



 "We may never know the full story. The builders of Stonehenge could not write, so they left no words. But they left something more powerful — a monument that has made people ask questions for five thousand years."



The Egyptians built the pyramids to glorify their pharaohs. The Romans built the Colosseum for entertainment. The builders of Stonehenge left no explanation at all — just a circle of stones, aligned with the sun, on a windy plain in southern England.


And yet we keep coming back. Over a million people visit every year. They stand among the stones and look at the sky and ask the same question people have been asking for five thousand years.



 The Case Is Yours

 You've read the evidence. You've heard the theories. Now it's your turn.

 Why do you think thousands of people, over more than a thousand years, dedicated their lives to building Stonehenge — and could the real answer be something nobody has thought of yet?



 

About This Book

 Stonehenge is a narrative non-fiction book for young readers ages 8–12. All events, dates, and people are real. The story is told in a way that makes history exciting while teaching critical thinking.

 ***

 This book is part of HistorIQly Jr. — history's greatest mysteries, written for curious young detectives.

 Visit jr.historiqly.com for more books.

 • • •
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