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 HistorIQly Jr.

 The War That Wasn't Real (Until It Was)

 Homer Wrote About Troy 2,800 Years Ago. For Centuries, Nobody Believed Him.

 
 A history mystery for young detectives ages 8–12

 
 HistorIQly Jr.

 


"If walls like that once existed, they cannot have completely disappeared. I will find them one day."

 — Heinrich Schliemann (from his autobiography)



Chapter 1
 The Gold in the Dirt

 What did a German businessman find buried in a hillside in Turkey — and why did it change everything we thought we knew about an ancient poem?

 On a hot afternoon at the end of May 1873, a man named Heinrich Schliemann was standing at the bottom of a deep trench cut into a hillside in northwestern Turkey. He had been digging here for three years. He had hired hundreds of workers. He had moved thousands of tonnes of earth. And most of the world thought he was completely wasting his time.


Then he saw something glinting in the dirt.



 [image: Illustration of a man in 19th-century clothing crouching in a deep archaeological trench, reaching toward golden objects gleaming in the earth]
 
 Schliemann in the trench at Hisarlik, Turkey, May 1873. He had been digging for three years when he spotted something glinting in the earth. What would you do if you found gold in a place everyone said had nothing?
 


Schliemann sent his workers away. He told them to take the rest of the day off. Then he dropped to his knees and began scraping the dirt with his bare hands.


What he pulled from the earth was extraordinary. Gold earrings. Gold bracelets. A golden headdress made of thousands of tiny gold rings and leaves linked together into a shimmering veil. Silver cups. Bronze weapons. A dazzling hoard of ancient treasure, buried deep inside the hill.


Schliemann knew exactly what he had found. Or at least, he believed he did.


He called it Priam's Treasure — named after King Priam, the ruler of the ancient city of Troy from Homer's famous poem The Iliad. According to the poem, Troy had been besieged by Greek warriors for ten years, then destroyed. Its king was killed. Its treasure was lost.


For nearly three thousand years, most scholars believed Troy was just a story — a poem, not a place. The city had never existed. The war had never happened.


Schliemann believed they were all wrong.



 Case File Extra

 Priam's Treasure has had an extraordinary journey of its own. Schliemann smuggled it out of Turkey illegally. It ended up in a museum in Berlin, Germany. During World War Two, Soviet soldiers took it as war spoils. Today it sits in the Pushkin Museum in Moscow, Russia — thousands of miles from where Schliemann dug it up. Both Turkey and Germany still want it back.




The story made headlines across Europe and America. A businessman with no formal training in archaeology had used a 2,800-year-old poem as a treasure map — and found real gold. It seemed like the most romantic discovery in history.


But Schliemann had a problem. A big one.


The hill at Hisarlik did not contain just one ancient city. It contained nine. Nine cities, built on top of each other over thousands of years, crushed together like the layers of a cake.


Schliemann had dug right through most of them. In his rush to reach the bottom, he had torn through walls, floors, and pottery belonging to cities he never even stopped to examine.


The gold was real. But it almost certainly never belonged to King Priam.


So had Schliemann found Homer's Troy — or had he destroyed it?

 

Chapter 2
 The Oldest Story in the World

 What was Homer's poem actually about — and why did people argue for centuries about whether any of it was true?

 Around 750 BC — not long after the ancient Greeks held their very first Olympic Games — a poet composed a story that would be remembered for nearly three thousand years. His name, according to tradition, was Homer. Almost nothing is known about him for certain. Some ancient writers said he was blind. Others said he came from the island of Chios, or the city of Smyrna. Nobody even knows for sure that he was one person — some scholars think "Homer" might have been several poets whose work was combined over time.


But his poem survived. And it became the most famous story in the ancient world.



 [image: Illustration of an elderly Greek poet in flowing robes performing before a crowd in an ancient amphitheatre, gesturing dramatically while listeners sit captivated]
 
 A poet performing the Iliad to a Greek audience, around the eighth century BC. For centuries, the poem was never written down — it was memorised and recited aloud, passed from one generation to the next. How accurately do you think a story survives when it is only spoken, never written?
 


The poem was called The Iliad. It told the story of the Trojan War — a ten-year siege of a powerful city called Troy by an alliance of Greek kings and warriors. The cause of the war, according to the poem, was a woman named Helen — the most beautiful woman in the world. She was married to a Greek king called Menelaus. But a Trojan prince named Paris took her away to Troy. The Greeks launched a thousand ships to get her back.



 Case File Extra

 The Iliad is about 15,700 lines long. For centuries before it was written down, poets memorised the entire thing and performed it from memory over several evenings. They used rhythm, repeated phrases, and a special style of verse to help them remember. Imagine memorising a story the length of a full novel — word for word — and performing it aloud to a live audience.




The poem describes extraordinary characters. Achilles, the greatest Greek warrior, who was nearly invincible but had one fatal weakness. Hector, Troy's bravest defender, who knew his city would fall but fought anyway. King Priam, old and heartbroken, watching his sons die one by one.


And then there was the ending — though the Iliad itself does not describe it. Later Greek stories told how the Greeks finally won the war by building a giant wooden horse, hiding soldiers inside, and leaving it as a "gift" outside Troy's gates. The Trojans dragged it inside the city walls. That night, the Greek soldiers climbed out and opened the gates.


Troy burned.


It was a magnificent story. But was any of it true?


For centuries, many scholars said no. Troy was fiction — a poet's invention. There was no city. There was no war. There was no wooden horse. Homer had created a brilliant imaginary world, and that was all.


The poem itself could not settle the argument. It was full of gods and monsters — divine beings who fought alongside humans, sea nymphs, enchantresses, weapons forged by gods. These were clearly myths. So why should the city be any more real than the gods who fought over it?


That was the argument for two thousand years. Troy was a story. A beautiful, powerful, thrilling story — but nothing more.


The man who would challenge all of that was born in a small village in northern Germany, in 1822. His name was Heinrich Schliemann. And he had believed in Troy since he was eight years old.

 

Chapter 3
 The Man Who Believed

 How did a poor boy from Germany grow up to dig for a city that most of the world said never existed?

 Heinrich Schliemann was born on January 6, 1822, in a tiny village in northern Germany. His father was a minister. The family had very little money. But when Heinrich was about eight years old, his father gave him a book — Illustrated World History for Children by Ludwig Jerrer — and inside it was a picture that changed his life.


The picture showed the city of Troy in flames. Great walls crumbled. Towers collapsed. Warriors fought in the streets.


Years later, Schliemann wrote that he turned to his father and said: "If walls like that once existed, they cannot have completely disappeared. I will find them one day."



 Word Unlock

 Archaeology
 The study of human history by digging up and examining objects, buildings, and other remains left behind by people who lived long ago. Archaeologists work like detectives — but their clues are buried underground and can be thousands of years old.




Whether that exact conversation really happened, nobody knows. Schliemann wrote his autobiography long after he became famous, and historians have caught him exaggerating other parts of his life story. But one thing is certain: from a young age, he was obsessed with Homer's Troy.



 [image: An illustrated treasure-map-style chart of the Aegean Sea region showing Greece on the left and Turkey on the right, with Hisarlik marked with a star on the Turkish coast near the Dardanelles strait]
 
 The location of Hisarlik in northwestern Turkey, near the narrow strait called the Dardanelles. Ancient Troy controlled the entrance to this important waterway — a strategic position for any city. Can you see why it would have been powerful and worth fighting over?
 


Schliemann's road to Troy was long and unlikely. He left school at fourteen. He worked as a grocery apprentice, then as a cabin boy on a ship that sank off the coast of the Netherlands. He moved to Amsterdam and taught himself languages — eventually learning over a dozen, including ancient Greek. He became an international merchant, trading in gold dust during the California Gold Rush and indigo dye in Russia. By his mid-forties, he was extremely wealthy.


And then he retired — to go looking for Troy.



 Case File Extra

 Schliemann claimed to have taught himself thirteen languages, including Russian, Dutch, English, French, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish, Polish, ancient and modern Greek, Latin, and Arabic. Whether his count was exactly right is debated — but he was undeniably a brilliant linguist who could do business in many countries.




But Schliemann was not the first person to look for Troy. A British diplomat named Frank Calvert had been living near the Dardanelles strait in Turkey for years. Calvert was a careful, methodical man who had studied the local landscape and ancient texts. He owned part of a low hill called Hisarlik — and he was convinced it was the site of ancient Troy.


In 1868, Schliemann visited Calvert. Calvert showed him the hill. He explained his evidence. He urged Schliemann to dig there.


Schliemann agreed. In 1870, he began digging at Hisarlik with a small team. By the following year, he had over a hundred workers cutting enormous trenches into the mound.


Frank Calvert had found the right hill. But it was Schliemann — with his fortune, his energy, and his unshakeable belief in Homer — who would tear it open.


He was about to find something extraordinary. He was also about to make a terrible mistake.

 

Chapter 4
 Why the World Believed

 What made millions of people accept that a businessman had found a legendary city — and what was he hiding?

 When Schliemann announced in 1873 that he had found Priam's Treasure — the gold of the ancient King of Troy — the world went wild.


Newspapers printed the story on their front pages. The idea was irresistible: a self-made man, with no university degree and no formal archaeological training, had used Homer's ancient poem as a guide and dug up a fortune in gold. It was the kind of adventure story people dreamed about.


And then there was the photograph.



 [image: Illustration of a young Greek woman wearing elaborate ancient gold jewelry — a golden headdress with chains of tiny gold rings framing her face, golden earrings, and a large golden necklace]
 
 Sophia Schliemann wearing the golden headdress and earrings from Priam's Treasure. Schliemann called the headdress "The Jewels of Helen" — as if they had once belonged to Helen of Troy herself. What effect do you think this photograph had on people who saw it?
 


Schliemann's wife, Sophia, was photographed wearing the golden headdress and earrings from the treasure. Schliemann called the headdress "The Jewels of Helen" — as though they had once adorned the most beautiful woman in Greek mythology. The photograph circulated around the world. It made the discovery feel personal, vivid, and real.


People believed because they wanted to believe. The Trojan War was one of the most beloved stories in Western civilisation. The idea that it might be true — that Achilles and Hector had really fought, that the wooden horse had really stood at the gates — was too exciting to question.


It helped that the nineteenth century was deeply in love with ancient Greece and Rome. Schools across Europe taught Latin and Greek. Museums displayed Greek statues. Politicians quoted Homer in their speeches. Finding Troy felt like finding the very roots of civilisation itself.



 Case File Extra

 Schliemann smuggled Priam's Treasure out of Turkey without permission, breaking his agreement with the Ottoman government. The Ottomans sued him. Schliemann eventually paid a fine of 50,000 gold francs — a large sum, but the treasure was worth far more. He kept it anyway.




Scholars, however, were more cautious. Some praised Schliemann's determination but questioned his methods. He had dug through the hill like a man searching for buried pirate gold, not like a scientist carefully studying ancient remains. He hired workers by the hundred and paid them to dig as fast as possible. He cut huge trenches straight through the mound, smashing through walls and floors without properly recording what he found.


But the most troubling thing about Schliemann was not his methods. It was his honesty.


He told the world that Sophia had been beside him when he found the treasure — that they had dug it out together, just the two of them, in a private moment of triumph.


It was a wonderful story. And it was not true.


Historians later discovered that Sophia was not at Hisarlik when the treasure was found. She was in Athens, nearly four hundred miles away. Schliemann had invented the scene. He wrote different versions of the discovery at different times, changing the details each time he told it.


He had lied.


If Schliemann was willing to lie about who was present when the treasure was found — what else might he have got wrong?

 

Chapter 5
 Nine Cities, One Hill

 Why did the hill at Hisarlik contain nine different cities — and how did Schliemann dig through the one he was looking for?

 Here is the thing Schliemann did not fully understand when he started digging: the hill at Hisarlik was not one city. It was a stack of cities — nine settlements built on top of each other over more than three thousand years.



 Word Unlock

 Stratigraphy
 The study of layers in the ground. Just like layers of rock tell geologists the history of the earth, layers in an archaeological site tell archaeologists the history of a place. The deeper you dig, the older the remains. If you dig through a layer without recording it, that piece of history is lost forever.




This happens more often than you might think. When an ancient city was destroyed — by war, earthquake, or fire — people often rebuilt on the same spot. The rubble from the old city became the foundation for the new one. Over centuries, the ground level rose higher and higher, creating an artificial mound called a tell.


Hisarlik was a tell. And it contained nine major layers, numbered Troy I at the very bottom to Troy IX at the top.



 [image: A colourful cross-section illustration showing nine labelled layers of an archaeological mound, each layer a different colour representing a different city, from Troy I at the bottom to Troy IX at the top]
 
 The nine layers of Troy at Hisarlik. Each layer represents a different city, built on the ruins of the one before it. The Trojan War — if it happened — took place around 1200 BC. Which layers do you think match that date?
 



 Evidence Card

 The Nine Layers of Hisarlik

 Nine major settlement layers spanning from roughly 3000 BC (Troy I) to Roman times (Troy IX). Each layer contains walls, pottery, and objects from a different era. Schliemann identified Troy II, near the bottom, as Homer's Troy.

 Now known: Troy II dates to approximately 2500 BC — over a thousand years too early for the Trojan War. The most likely candidate is Troy VIIa, which was destroyed by fire around 1180 BC.




Schliemann dug fast. He wanted to reach the oldest, deepest layers, because he believed Homer's Troy would be at the very bottom — the grandest, most ancient civilisation, buried beneath everything that came after.


He was wrong.


Troy II, where he found Priam's Treasure, dates to around 2500 BC. The Trojan War, if it happened at all, took place around 1200 BC. Schliemann's golden treasure was more than a thousand years too old to have anything to do with King Priam or Helen of Troy.


And here is the worst part. In his rush to reach the bottom, Schliemann had dug straight through the layers that actually matched Homer's time period — Troy VI and Troy VIIa. He smashed through their walls, scattered their pottery, and destroyed evidence that could never be recovered.



 Detective Challenge

 Schliemann was so convinced that Homer's Troy would be at the very bottom of the hill that he dug straight past the upper layers without stopping to study them. Why do you think he assumed the oldest layer would be the right one? What does this tell you about the dangers of starting an investigation with your mind already made up?




The gold was real. The city was real. But Schliemann had matched them to the wrong story.


If Troy II was not Homer's Troy, then which of the nine cities was?

 

Chapter 6
 Was There Really a War?

 If Troy was a real place, does that mean the Trojan War really happened — and what do ancient records from a completely different civilisation tell us?

 Finding the city was one thing. Proving the war was another.


Just because Troy existed did not mean the Trojan War was real. A place can appear in a story without the story being true. London is a real city, but Sherlock Holmes never walked its streets. New York is real, but Spider-Man never swung between its buildings. The fact that Hisarlik contained a real ancient city proved nothing about whether Greeks and Trojans had actually fought a ten-year war over a woman named Helen.


So scholars began to ask a harder question: is there any evidence — outside Homer's poem — that a war happened at Troy?


The answer came from a surprising place. Not Greece. Not the coast of Turkey.


It came from deep inside central Turkey — hundreds of miles inland — where the ruins of a completely different ancient civilisation had been found.



 Word Unlock

 The Hittites
 A powerful civilisation that ruled a large empire across what is now Turkey from around 1600 to 1178 BC. The Hittites kept detailed records on clay tablets written in a script called cuneiform — wedge-shaped marks pressed into wet clay. Thousands of these tablets survived, and they contain royal letters, treaties, and diplomatic correspondence from over three thousand years ago.





 [image: Illustration of a clay tablet covered in rows of wedge-shaped cuneiform writing, shown at an angle with warm golden lighting]
 
 A Hittite clay tablet covered in cuneiform writing. Thousands of these tablets survived for over three thousand years because they were made of clay, not paper. Some of them mention a place called "Wilusa." Does that name remind you of anything?
 


In the Hittite archives, scholars found references to a place called Wilusa. The name sounds strikingly similar to Ilion — the ancient Greek name for Troy. Homer calls his poem The Iliad because the Greeks called Troy "Ilion."


The Hittites also wrote about a people called the Ahhiyawa, who lived across the Aegean Sea to the west. That name sounds remarkably like Achaeans — Homer's name for the Greeks.


And there is more. One Hittite letter, written around 1250 BC by a king named Hattusili III, describes a diplomatic dispute involving Wilusa and the Ahhiyawa. Tensions between peoples on opposite sides of the Aegean Sea — over a city on the coast of Turkey.


Sound familiar?



 Detective Challenge

 The Hittites wrote about a place called "Wilusa" that sounds like "Ilion" (Troy), and a people called "Ahhiyawa" that sounds like "Achaeans" (Homer's name for the Greeks). Do matching names prove that Homer's war really happened — or could it just be a coincidence? What other evidence would you want to see before you were convinced?




Three main theories emerged about what happened at Troy:


Theory 1: The war was real. Troy VIIa was destroyed by violence around 1180 BC. The Hittite records confirm tensions between Greeks and Trojans. Homer preserved the memory of a genuine conflict — dressed up with gods, heroes, and poetry.


Theory 2: Homer made the war up. The city existed, but the story was fiction. Poets often set their tales in real places — that does not make the tales true.


Theory 3: Homer combined several conflicts into one. There were probably many small wars and raids between Greeks and the cities of western Turkey over centuries. Homer took pieces from different events and wove them into a single magnificent epic.


Each theory had evidence in its favour. The question was not getting simpler.


It was getting harder.

 

Chapter 7
 Digging Deeper

 What did the archaeologists who came after Schliemann find — and did it bring us any closer to the truth?

 Heinrich Schliemann died on December 26, 1890, in Naples, Italy. He was sixty-eight years old. He had spent the last two decades of his life excavating at Hisarlik and at other ancient Greek sites. He had found real cities and real treasure. But he had also destroyed irreplaceable evidence and made claims that turned out to be wrong.


The work at Troy, however, was far from over.


The Architect and the Professor


Schliemann's colleague Wilhelm Dorpfeld — a brilliant German architect who had joined the excavation in 1882 — continued digging after Schliemann's death. Dorpfeld carefully studied the layers that Schliemann had rushed through. He identified Troy VI as the most impressive settlement: a grand citadel with massive sloping walls, large buildings, and wide streets.



 [image: Illustration of archaeologists carefully excavating ancient stone walls with brushes and trowels, with the Turkish landscape and blue sky in the background]
 
 Modern archaeologists at work in the ruins of Troy. Unlike Schliemann, later excavators used careful techniques — brushes instead of battering rams, detailed notebooks instead of rushed sketches. Every layer tells a different part of the story.
 


Troy VI looked like a city worthy of Homer's descriptions — powerful and magnificent. But there was a problem. Troy VI appeared to have been destroyed by an earthquake around 1300 BC, not by a war. There were no arrowheads embedded in the walls. No signs of a military attack. Just the telltale cracks and collapsed walls of a massive tremor.


Then, in the 1930s, an American archaeologist named Carl Blegen from the University of Cincinnati brought a team to Hisarlik. Blegen excavated with far more care than Schliemann had ever used. He studied every layer, recorded every object, and paid close attention to the smallest details.


Blegen focused on Troy VIIa — a smaller, more crowded settlement built immediately on top of the earthquake rubble of Troy VI. Troy VIIa was not grand. Its houses were cramped. Large storage jars were sunk into the floors, as if people were stockpiling food — preparing for a siege.


And Troy VIIa had been destroyed by fire around 1180 BC.


Not an earthquake. Fire. And violence. The right kind of destruction, at exactly the right time.



 Detective Challenge

 Troy VI was grand and beautiful, with towering walls — just like Homer described. But it was probably destroyed by an earthquake, not a war. Troy VIIa was smaller and more crowded, but it was destroyed by fire and violence at exactly the right time. Which layer do you think is more likely to be Homer's Troy — and why?




Decades later, a German archaeologist named Manfred Korfmann led a major new excavation at Hisarlik from 1988 until his death in 2005. Korfmann's team made a stunning discovery: Troy was far bigger than anyone had realised. Beyond the citadel walls that Schliemann had dug through, there was an entire lower city — a large settlement with its own defensive ditch, stretching out around the base of the hill.


Previous archaeologists had only found the hilltop fortress. Korfmann found the city around it. The population of Troy may have been ten times larger than previous estimates.


Troy was not a small hilltop fort. It was a major Bronze Age city — exactly the kind of place worth fighting a war over.



 Case File Extra

 The ruins of Troy were already a tourist attraction in ancient times. Alexander the Great visited in 334 BC and left offerings at what he believed was Achilles' tomb. Julius Caesar visited too. The Romans built their own city — Troy IX — right on top of the ancient ruins. People have been visiting Troy for over two thousand years.




Each new dig answered some questions and raised others. The city kept getting bigger, more complex, and harder to explain with a simple answer.

 

Chapter 8
 What We Know Now

 After more than a hundred and fifty years of digging, what can we say for certain — and what remains a mystery?

 More than a century and a half after Schliemann first drove his shovel into the hill at Hisarlik, here is what we know.


Troy was real. There is no longer any serious debate about this. The hill at Hisarlik in northwestern Turkey contains the ruins of a settlement that existed for over three thousand years. It matches the geographical descriptions in Homer's poem — near the coast, overlooking a wide plain, controlling the entrance to the Dardanelles strait. In 1998, the United Nations declared it a World Heritage Site.


Troy was important. Manfred Korfmann's excavations proved that the city was much larger than Schliemann or Dorpfeld ever imagined. With its lower city and defensive ditch, Troy was a major Bronze Age centre — wealthy, well-defended, and strategically placed. A city worth trading with. A city worth fighting over.



 [image: An aerial illustration showing the ruins of ancient Troy from above — stone walls, excavation trenches, and the outlines of buildings from multiple eras visible on a low hill, with the Turkish coastline in the distance]
 
 The ruins of Troy as they appear today, seen from above. Stone walls from different eras, excavation trenches, and the outlines of buildings from nine different cities are all visible. You can still see the enormous trench Schliemann cut through the middle of the mound.
 


Troy VIIa was destroyed by violence. Around 1180 BC — squarely within the time frame of Homer's Trojan War — Troy VIIa was burned. Arrowheads have been found in the ruins. Unburied human remains were found in the streets. Someone attacked this city and destroyed it.


The Hittite records mention the region. The names Wilusa and Ahhiyawa strongly suggest that Hittite diplomats were aware of both Troy and the Greeks — and that there were tensions between them around the right time period.


But here is what we still do not know.


We do not know if Homer's specific war happened. A city being destroyed does not prove that the attackers were the Greek kings Homer describes. It could have been a local conflict, a civil war, or an attack by a completely different enemy.


We do not know if any of Homer's characters were real. Achilles, Hector, Helen, Paris, King Priam — there is no archaeological evidence that any specific person from the poem actually existed.


And we do not know how much Homer invented. The poem was composed roughly four hundred years after the events it describes. Four centuries of oral storytelling — with each poet adding, changing, and embellishing — separate the poem from the events. How much truth could survive that process?



 Detective Challenge

 Homer describes Troy as a city with "wide streets" and "great towers." But Troy VIIa — the layer that matches the date — was small and crowded, with storage jars crammed into its floors. Does this mean Homer was describing a different city? Or does it mean the details changed as the story was retold over four hundred years?





 The Case So Far

 
 	Homer composed The Iliad around 750 BC, describing a war at Troy roughly four hundred years earlier.

 	For centuries, scholars believed Troy was fiction — a poet's invention.

 	Frank Calvert identified the hill of Hisarlik as the likely site of Troy in the 1860s.

 	Heinrich Schliemann excavated Hisarlik from 1870, found real gold and real cities — but identified the wrong layer as Homer's Troy.

 	Schliemann lied about key details of his discovery, including whether his wife was present.

 	The hill contains nine cities. Troy VIIa was destroyed by fire and violence around 1180 BC — the right time period for the Trojan War.

 	Hittite records mention "Wilusa" (possibly Troy) and "Ahhiyawa" (possibly the Greeks) — and conflicts between them.

 	No direct evidence proves Homer's specific characters or events were real.

 

 Now it's your turn. What do you think happened?




Schliemann was wrong about many things. He identified the wrong layer. He lied about his wife. He destroyed evidence he should have preserved. But he was right about the one thing that mattered most: Troy was a real place.


The question that remains is bigger than Schliemann ever imagined. It is not just about whether a city existed. It is about how much truth can survive inside a story — and whether a poem, passed from voice to voice across four hundred years, can carry real history within it.

 

Chapter 9
 Think Like a Detective

 You have the same evidence the archaeologists have. What do you think really happened at Troy?

 You have now followed the same trail the archaeologists have spent more than a hundred and fifty years piecing together. You know what Schliemann found. You know what he got wrong. You know what the layers show, what the Hittites wrote, and what modern excavators uncovered beneath the soil.


So let's lay out the evidence one final time.



 [image: Illustration of an investigation board with pinned images, maps, and notes connected by coloured string — showing Troy's ruins, a portrait of Schliemann, Homer, golden treasure, and a large question mark in the centre]
 
 All the evidence. All the clues. The ruins, the gold, the layers, the ancient records. What story do they tell — and what is still missing?
 


Troy was a real city. That is no longer in question. The ruins at Hisarlik prove it — nine cities, stacked on top of each other over thousands of years.


Troy VIIa was destroyed by violence around 1180 BC. Archaeologists found fire damage, arrowheads in the walls, and unburied remains. Someone attacked and burned this city at exactly the time Homer's war is supposed to have happened.


The Hittites — a civilisation that kept careful records on clay tablets — wrote about a place called Wilusa and a people called Ahhiyawa. The names match Homer's Troy and Homer's Greeks. The geography matches. The time period matches.


But Homer's poem was composed roughly four hundred years after the events it describes. It was passed down by memory, not by writing. It contains gods who fight alongside humans, magical armour, and sea monsters. It is a poem, not a history book.



 Evidence Card

 Priam's Treasure (1873)

 A hoard of gold, silver, and bronze objects found by Schliemann at Troy II. He named it after King Priam of Troy and claimed it proved the Trojan War was real.

 Now known: Troy II dates to approximately 2500 BC — over a thousand years before the Trojan War. The treasure is genuine ancient gold, but it has nothing to do with Homer's story. Schliemann also lied about how he discovered it.




And Schliemann himself — the man who started it all — was brilliant and determined, but also dishonest. He exaggerated his childhood story. He lied about his wife being present at the discovery. He smuggled treasure out of Turkey illegally. He identified the wrong layer and destroyed irreplaceable evidence in his rush to dig deeper.



 Detective Challenge

 Schliemann was wrong about many details — but he was right that Troy was real, when most of the world insisted it was fiction. Does being wrong about the details matter if you are right about the big idea? Can an unreliable person still make a genuine discovery?




Here is what makes this mystery so fascinating — and so difficult. The evidence tells us that something happened at Troy around 1180 BC. A real city was really destroyed by fire and violence. But the evidence cannot tell us whether the specific war Homer described — Paris stealing Helen, the thousand ships, the ten-year siege, the wooden horse — actually happened.


The answer depends on how much you trust a story that was already ancient before anyone wrote it down.



 The Case Is Yours

 You've read the evidence. You've heard the theories. Now it's your turn.

 Did Homer preserve the memory of a real war — or did he tell such a powerful story that people went looking for proof and found a real city that had nothing to do with his poem?



 

About This Book

 The War That Wasn't Real (Until It Was) is a narrative non-fiction book for young readers ages 8–12. All events, dates, and people are real. The story is told in a way that makes history exciting while teaching critical thinking.

 ***

 This book is part of HistorIQly Jr. — history's greatest mysteries, written for curious young detectives.

 Visit jr.historiqly.com for more books.

 • • •
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